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INTRODUCTION

The publication The Best Projects of Educators — Multiplicators Dealing
with Holocaust Education is being published on the occasion of an anni-
versary. Five years ago, in November 2005, the Civic Association Holocaust
Documentation Center (HDC) had been established. It based its program
aims, activities, and its overall concept on a previous project, which had
been carried out until 1999 by the Milan Simecka Foundation and the Brati-
slava Jewish Religious Community.

The Center’s goal is to conduct research, assemble documents connected
to the Holocaust, educate — disseminate information about this historical
era, about the Jewish minority in Slovakia and its position within Slovak so-
ciety during the 20" and the 21* century, as well as about other phenomena
related to this topic (anti-Semitism, Holocaust denial, xenophobia, intoler-
ance, and racism).

The HDC coordinates, provides academic supervision, and realizes re-
search, educational, cultural, and commemoration events, publishes materi-
als targeting both professional as well as general public. It has established co-
operation with state and non-state organizations and institutions in Slovakia
as well as abroad, which share the Center’s aims.

The HDC's activities could be divided into three basic areas: research
and documenting the era of the Holocaust, education and commemorating
historical events, which have taken place during the Holocaust in order to
prevent future expressions of discrimination in our society.

Since the very beginning, the Ministry of Education, Science, Research,
and Sport of the Slovak Republic has been supporting the Center’s educa-
tional projects both financially and morally. It was our goal to systemize
Holocaust education in Slovakia, establish continuity, and incorporate it into
the European context of Holocaust education. In order to attain these goals,
we have designed and are currently implementing a three-stage educational
process.

1. basiclevel - is composed of seminars for high school educators, who
remain our primary target group. These seminars provide key information
about the Holocaust in Slovakia, its course and particularities, present the
educators with wartime documents and provide methodology of how to
incorporate these materials into the teaching process.

2. intermediate level - is a set of seminars for Slovak educators, which
are composed of lectures by scholars and practitioners from the Terezin



UvVOD

Publikdcia Najlepsie projekty ucitelov — multiplikatorov v oblasti vzdeldvania
o holokauste vychadza pri prilezitosti malého vyrocia. Pred piatimi rokmi,

v novembri 2005, vzniklo ob¢ianske zdruzenie Dokumentac¢né stredisko
holokaustu (DSH). Svojimi zdmermi, cielmi a aktivitami nadviazalo na dobré
skusenosti a celkovi koncepciu rovnomenného projektu, ktory od roku 1999
spolo¢ne realizovali Nad4cia Milana Sime&ku a Zidovska nébozenska obec

v Bratislave.

Cielom DSH je realizacia vyskumov, zhromazdovanie dokumentov tykajucich
sa holokaustu, vzdelavanie — Sirenie poznatkov o tomto historickom obdobi,
ako aj o zidovskej minorite na Slovensku, jej mieste v slovenskej spolo¢nosti

v 20. a 21. storoci a o fenoménoch stvisiacich s touto problematikou (antise-
mitizmus, popieranie holokaustu, xenofdbia, intolerancia a rasizmus).

DSH koordinuje, odborne vedie a realizuje vyskumné, vzdelavacie, kultarne

a spolocenské spomienkové podujatia, popularizacnu a publikacnt ¢innost
uréent odbornej i laickej verejnosti. Spolupracuje pritom so statnymi, aj
mimovladnymi organizaciami a institiciami na Slovensku i v zahranici, ktoré
maju rovnakeé ciele.

Aktivity DSH je mozné rozdelit do troch zakladnych oblasti: vyskum a doku-
mentacia obdobia holokaustu, vzdelavanie a pripominanie historickych uda-
losti pocas holokaustu ako preventivny nastroj v boji proti prejavom diskrimi-
ndcie v nasej spoloc¢nosti.

Nase vzdelavacie projekty podporuje od samého zaciatku Ministerstvo skol-
stva, vedy, vyskumu a $portu Slovenskej republiky - finan¢ne i moralne. Nasou
snahou bolo vniest do vzdeldvania o holokauste na Slovensku systém, konti-
nuitu a eurdpsky kontext. Vysledkom je v sucasnosti trojstupnové vzdelavanie:

1. stupen - zakladny tvoria seminare pre ucitelov strednych §kol, ktori boli
nasou prioritnou cielovou skupinou. Poskytovali hlavné idaje o holokauste na
Slovensku, jeho priebehu a Specifikach, predstavovali ucitelom r6znorodé do-
bové dokumenty a ich vyuzitie, metodické pristupy a spdsoby prace s mladymi
[udmi.

2. stupen - rozéirujici predstavuju seminare, ktoré pre slovenskych ucitelov
poskytuju odbornici vzdelavacieho centra Pamétniku geta v Terezine, v Ceskej
republike. VyuzZivajuc jazykovu blizkost umoziujeme ucitelom zo Slovenska
absolvovat intenzivne vzdelavanie prinasajuce nové vedomosti o realiach

v Protektorate Cechy a Morava, o praktickych sktisenostiach a metédach prace
¢eskych kolegov.
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Memorial’s educational program, in the Czech Republic. Due to the simila-
rity of Czech and Slovak language we enable Slovak educators to take part
in an intensive educational process, which expands their knowledge of the
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia and exposes them to methodology
used by our Czech colleagues and their practical experience.

3. advanced level — seminars in Israel and the United States of America
represent the climax of our educational process. These seminars take place at
the International School of Education at the Yad Vashem Memorial in Jeru-
salem and at various locations in the USA. Educators with foreign language
skills take part at these foreign educational seminars. Apart from lectures,
they take part at various discussions with foreign colleagues, who share their
knowledge on Holocaust education, their own practical experience and also
motivate Slovak educators to work with the topic of the Holocaust.

In 2010, as a reaction to the changed policies of continual education of
pedagogues, we designed a continual education program for the Methodo-
logical and Pedagogical Center called Selected Aspects and Methods of Hu-
man Rights Education - the Holocaust in Slovakia. This program introduces
educators and various professionals to the newest trends in Holocaust edu-
cation. The program is designed for both on-site as well as distance learning.

During the on-site learning process participants gain the newest infor-
mation about the era of the Holocaust in Slovakia and, at the same time,
information about actual educational methods, which can be used both in
education as well as in other professions. The distance learning phase con-
sists of the participants’ self-learning, individual exercises, preparing sam-
ples of their own educational methods and products based on the knowledge
and skills acquired during our innovative educational program.

Our aim was, however, to widen the target group of our educational pro-
grams beyond the school environment. Thus, we applied and were granted
accreditation for a lifelong educational program aimed at training public ad-
ministration employees, called Holocaust Education in the Context of Edu-
cating about Tolerance and Anti-Discrimination Policies towards Minorities
in a Multicultural Society. As a part of this program we offer lectures, work-
shops, and discussions focusing on the life and culture of the Jewish minor-
ity in Slovakia and its history until today.

As a result of our work in the field of education and our cooperation with
the Ministry of Education, Science, Research, and Sport of the Slovak Re-
public, 200 educators have completed at least the first two levels of our edu-
cational program and have thus become multiplicators. We continue to be in
touch with our graduates, regularly prepare methodological letters for them
on Holocaust Education (which include sample lessons on selected topics),
provide professional consulting and support their projects and activities.

In autumn 2010 we organized a meeting of educators — multiplicators
in the town of Novy Smokovec. The meeting was attended by graduates of
the Yad Vashem International School’s seminars, seminars for educators in
the USA and the Terezin Memorial. Our aim was to have educators present



v Izraeli, v Spojenych $tatoch americkych su vyvrcho-
lenim nasho vzdelavacieho procesu, ked jazykovo zdatni ucitelia absolvuju
zahrani¢ny vzdelavaci pobyt v Medzinarodnej Skole Jad Vasem v Jeruzaleme,
respektive vo vybratej lokalite v USA. Okrem vzdelavania absolvuju aj rad
diskusii so zahrani¢nymi kolegami poskytujtic im informacie o stave vzdela-
vania problematiky holokaustu na Slovensku, o vlastnych praktickych skuse-
nostiach, a zaroven sa maji moznost in$pirovat skisenostami zo zahranicia.

V roku 2010, reagujic na zmenené podmienky pri kontinualnom vzdelavani
pedagdgov, sme autorsky pripravili pre Metodicko-pedagogické centrum
program kontinualneho vzdelavania pod nazvom Vybrané aspekty a metddy
vzdelavania fudskopravnej problematiky — holokaust na Slovensku. Tento
program pontka pre pedagogickych zamestnancov aj odbornych zamest-
nancov najnovsie trendy vo vzdelavani o holokauste. Zahfna prezenc¢nu aj
distan¢nu formu.

Pocas prezenc¢nej formy ucastnici ziskaju najnovsie vedecké poznatky o ob-
dobi holokaustu na Slovensku, a zaroven aktudlne vzdelavacie metodické po-
stupy vyuzitelné pri vykone ich pedagogickej a odbornej ¢innosti. Distan¢na
cast pozostava zo sebavzdelavania a samostatnej prace ucastnikov programu
na vypracovavani samostatnych prac a vlastnych vzorovych vzdelavacich
postupov a produktov zohladnujucich vedomosti a zru¢nosti ziskané pocas
inova¢ného vzdelavacieho programu.

Nasim zamerom vsak bolo a je rozsirit cielova skupinu vzdelavania mimo
$kolského priestoru, a tak sme ziskali akreditaciu na program celozivotného
vzdelavania pre pracovnikov verejnej spravy vsetkych stupnov pod nazvom
Vzdelavanie o holokauste v kontexte vychovy k tolerancii a proti diskrimi-
nacii mensin v multikultirnej spolo¢nosti. Ponikame v nom prednasky,
workshopy a diskusie spristupnujtiice poznatky o zivote a kultare zidovskej
mensiny na Slovensku a jej histérii az po sicasnost.

Vysledkom nasej prace v oblasti vzdelavania o holokauste a kooperacie

s MSVVaS SR je v stiasnosti skupina viac ako 200 ucitelov — multiplika-
torov, ktori absolvovali minimalne prvé dva stupne nasho vzdelavania.
Snazime sa zostat s nasimi absolventmi v kontakte, pripravujeme pre nich
metodické listy Vzdelavanie o holokauste so vzorovymi hodinami na vybe-
rové témy, poskytujeme im odborné konzultacie a podporu pri realizacii ich
vlastnych projektov a aktivit.

Na jesen roku 2010 sme zorganizovali stretnutie ucitelov — multiplikatorov
v Novom Smokoveci. Zili sa na nom absolventi Medzinarodnej $koly v Jad
Vasem v Izraeli, seminarov pre ucitelov v USA a v ¢eskom Terezine. Cie-
Iom bola prezentacia ucitelov a ich projektov s vlastnymi studentmi, ako aj
vyberové prednasky a workshopy odbornicky na vzdelavanie o holokauste
pani Chavy Baruch z Jad Vasem. Prave na tomto stretnuti vznikla myglienka
vydat knizne vybraté projekty ucitelov ako navod, priklad ¢i inpiraciu pre
ich kolegov, ale aj prezentaciu ich prace doma i v zahranici.

Publikacia Najlepsie projekty ucitelov — multiplikatorov vo vzdelavani

o holokauste je praktickym materidlom, ktory dokazuje, Ze problematiku
holokaustu je mozné ucit velmi odlidnymi metédami a technikami
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their own projects as well as to provide additional lectures and workshops
conducted by an Israeli expert on Holocaust education, Mrs. Chava Baruch
from Yad Vashem Memorial. It was at this very meeting that the idea to
publish a selection of projects carried out by Slovak educators was born. The
aim of this publication was to provide a recipe or to be a positive example for
their colleagues.

The publication The Best Projects of Educators — Multiplicators Deal-
ing with Holocaust Education is a handbook, which proves that Holocaust
education can be implemented in various ways, via different methods and
techniques and that it can bring different results (such as student research
of local Jewish history, students taking care of the local Jewish cemetery, art
works inspired by past as well as present human rights violations and dis-
crimination, educational excursions to authentic sites and processing their
experience from the excursion, etc.). The projects, however, share a common
goal - to evoke the young generation’s interest in local and regional his-
tory, in the history as well as current events taking place in their country, in
acquiring an active civil attitude towards their own past and present, and in
adopting a critical approach when working with different issues and sources
of information.

I strongly believe that this publication will be a useful tool not only
for educators, but for all those who work with youth in Slovakia as well as
abroad. We are grateful to all authors who have contributed to this publica-
tion as well as to our donors - the Ministry of Education, Science, Research,
and Sport of the Slovak Republic and the Government Office of the Slovak
Republic. Owing to their support, we were given the opportunity to publish
this handbook bilingually and thus present our work to the rest of the world.

Dr. Monika Vrzgulova
Executive Director of the HDC



a s roznymi vysledkami (napriklad Studentsky vyskum minulosti Zidovskej
komunity v lokalite, starostlivost studentov o miestny zidovsky cintorin,
vytvarné stvarnenie problematiky ludskych prav a diskriminacie v minulosti
a sucasnosti, vzdelavacie exkurzie na autentické pamitné miesta a spraco-
vavanie skusenosti z exkurzie a pod.) Ciel jednotlivych projektov je viak
spolo¢ny - viest mladu generaciu k zaujmu o lokélne a regiondlne dejiny,

o minulost a pritomnost svojej krajiny, k aktivnemu ob¢ianskemu postoju
k vlastnej minulosti a pritomnosti a ku kritickému mysleniu pri praci s roz-
norodymi informaciami.

Verim, Ze tato publikacia bude uzito¢nou nielen pre ucitelov, ale vobec pre
Tudi pracujucich s mladezou na Slovensku i v zahrani¢i. Nasa vdaka patri
vSetkym autorom publikacie, ako aj hlavnym donorom - Ministerstvu §kol-
stva, vedy, vyskumu a $portu SR a Uradu vlidy SR, vdaka ktorym sme mali
moznost vydat dvojjazycny text a otvorit sa tak viac okolitému svetu.

PhDr. Monika Vrzgulova, CSc.
riaditelka DSH



, Germany







ﬁ

Name of educator:
Alena Bacisinova

School:
Grammar School Alejova,
Kosice

Courses taught by educa-
tor and courses related to

the project:
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Number and age of stu-
dents participating on the
project:

approximately 200 of our
students between the age
14 to 19 in cooperation
with their peers from other
six European grammar
schools (Italy, Poland,
France, Romania, Lichten-
stein).

Pedagogic and didactic
aims:

Preservation of Holocaust
victims" memory. Fight
against bias, racism, and
stereotypes in any society.
Making students aware of
concepts such as plural-
ism, tolerance, and human
rights. Stimulate students’
empathy and understand-
ing of the fact that the
“silent” majority also bares
responsibility for the per-
secution of a minority, and
also lead them to do good.

ﬁ
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BORDERLINE

(Comenius Socrates School Project also funded by the European Social
Fund)

Project’s content/summary:

The project focused on geographic as well as abstract boarders, various
biases and stereotypes, misunderstandings between different nations, na-
tionalities, and people in general, the issue of xenophobia and chauvinism.

Our school pays exceptional attention to the topic of the Holocaust — stu-
dents have conducted extensive research on its causes and course, the num-
ber of victims as well as their placement in concentration and DP camps all
around Europe. Our students became familiar with destinies of persecuted
Jews and their saviors via literature, films, and fine arts as well as via direct
meetings with Holocaust survivors. We also got an overview of how different
countries commemorate their Holocaust victims and began to organize the
Holocaust Remembrance Day at our school.

Description of project preparations, realization, and evaluation:

The Project Borderline was our schools first project from the Comenius
Socrates series (September 2005 to July 2007) and it was conducted in co-
operation with six foreign grammar schools: Liceo Scientifico Statale “Gali-
leo Galilei” in Bellun, Italy (main coordinator of the international project),
Firstentum Grammar School in Vaduz, Lichtenstein, “Mihail Kogalniceanu”
Lyceum in Vaslui and Mihai Eminescu Lyceum in Baia Mare, Romania,
another in La Ravoire, France and III Lyceum Ogoélnoksztalcace in Tarnowe,
Poland).

Students have conducted in-depth internet research of materials from
the Yad Vashem ISHS. They have also researched other available printed
and electronic documents, which dealt with the causes of the Holocaust,
its course, the number of victims as well as their placement in concentra-
tion and DP camps all around Europe, destinies of persecuted Jews as well
as their saviors. They presented their findings via a PPT presentation to our
project partners during planned meetings as well as to their schoolmates
on the occasion of the Day of Holocaust Victims’ Remembrance, which we
began to organize on January 27", 2006 and we have managed to keep this
tradition until today (by holding commemoration ceremonies on September

" and January 27"). Participating students displayed wall-boards in our
school’s main hall, which presented testimonies of Holocaust survivors, the
students’ drawings, photographs from the wartime era, pictures document-
ing Jewish life prior to the war as well as after. Additionally, they prepared



HRANICE/BORDERLINE

(Comenius Socrates $kolsky projekt s finanénou podporou z Eurépskych
socialnych fondov)

Obsahova napln projektu:

Projekt Hranice/Borderline sa zaoberal hranicami geografickymi, ale aj
abstraktnymi, r6znymi predsudkami a stereotypmi, nedorozumeniami medzi
narodmi, narodnostami a ludmi v§eobecne, otazkou xenofébie a Sovinizmu.

Nasa $kola osobitnd pozornost venovala téme holokaustu - $tudenti
robili rozsiahly vyskum o jeho pric¢inach a priebehu, pocte obeti a umiestne-
ni koncentra¢nych taborov a pracovnych taborov v jednotlivych eurépskych
krajinach. Studenti sa zoznamovali s osudmi prenasledovanych zidov a ich
zachrancov prostrednictvom literarnych, filmovych a vytvarnych umelec-
kych diel, ale aj prostrednictvom osobnych stretnuti s tymi, ktori holokaust
prezili. Ziskali sme prehlad o tom, ako sa v réznych krajinach uctieva spo-
mienka na obete holokaustu a zacali sme s organizaciou Dna spomienky na
obete holokaustu na nasej skole.

Popis pripravy, realizacie a vyhodnotenia projektu:

Projekt Hranice/Borderline bol nasim prvym skolskym projektom
v ramci programu Comenius Socrates, v ramci ktorého sme od septembra
2005 do jula 2007 spolupracovali so Siestimi gymnaziami v zahraniéi: Liceo
Scientifico Statale
»Galileo Galilei®
. v Bellune, v Ta-
liansku (hlavny
medzinarodny
koordinator pro-
jektu), Gymna-
zium Furstentum
v meste Vaduz
v Lichtenstajnsku,
Lyced ,,Mihail
Kogalniceanu®
v meste Vaslui
a Mihai Eminescu v Baia Mare v Rumunsku, v La Ravoire vo Francuzsku
a IIT Liceum Ogolnoksztalcace v Tarnowe v Polsku).

Studenti robili rozsiahly vyskum materidlov ISHS Jad Vasem prostred-
nictvom internetu, ale aj inych dostupnych dokumentov v kniznej a elektro-
nickej podobe, o pric¢inach, priebehu, pocte obeti holokaustu, o umiestneni

Meno ucitelky:
Alena Bacisinova

Skola:
Gymnazium Alejova,
Kosice

Predmety, ktoré uci real-
ne a ku ktorym sa projekt

viazal:
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Pocet a vek Studentov
realizujacich projekt:

Priblizne 200 studentov
vo veku 14 - 19 rokov na
nasej Skole v spolupréaci so
studentmi dalsich Sies-
tich eurépskych gymnazii
(Taliansko, Polsko, Fran-
clizsko, Rumunsko, Lich-
tenstajnsko).

Pedagogické a didaktické
ciele:

Zachovanie spomienky

na obete holokaustu. Boj
proti predsudkom, rasizmu
a vytvaraniu stereotypov

v akejkolvek spolocnosti.
Rozvijanie povedomia plu-
ralizmu, povzbudzovanie
k tolerancii a studiu otazok
ludskych prav.

Povzbudit Studentov

k empatii, pochopeniu,

ze tichd” vacsina ma tiez
zodpovednost za nestastie
trpiacej mensiny a viest ich
ku konaniu dobra v sucas-
nych podmienkach.
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Project results and outputs:
A joint “international” ma-
gazine, student PC presen-
tations, video documents,
essays (focusing on topics:
hero and savior, reviews
of films on the Holocaust),
sport and charity events.
Our project’s outputs
were presented at a final
public exhibition of works
conducted by all partner
schools in the Bianchi
town hall in Bellun, Italy

in May 2007. Students
were happy about having
been given the possibi-

lity to communicate and
exchange views with

their peers from different
partner schools via email
discussions. They kept
each other informed about
their activities and, at the
same time, established
friendships. Those, who
were most active, were
given the possibility to take
part at four project-related
meetings, which tool place
in France, Poland, Roma-
nia, and ltaly.

18

a separate exhibition of posters and photographs obtained from Yad
Vashem’s ISHS in Jerusalem. The exhibition, which took several days, was
held in the geography classroom, was accompanied by lit candles and Jewish
music. This unconventional form of education was supplemented with stu-
dents’ PC presentations (Jewish life prior to the war, phases of the Holocaust,
hidden children, Righteous Among the Nations, remembering the victims
of the Holocaust, Yad Vashem), film screenings (Life is Beautiful, Schindler’s
List, The Pianist), abstracts of testimonies were being read, students led dis-
cussions with their teachers and wrote film reviews.

At the beginning of this project we established contact with the Jewish Re-
ligious Community in Ko$ice as well as the local branch of The Hidden Child.
Over the two years of the project’s duration, all higher classes of students have
had the possibility to meet those, who have survived Nazi persecution. Mrs.
Béckerova - former Head of the Kosice branch of The Hidden Child took
part at three sessions with our students and was accompanied by three other
members of this organization - current Head of Hidden Child, Ms. Miriam
Galova, Mr. Zoltan Breiner, and Mr. Ivan Kamensky. Their testimonies were
recorded on camera and a tape recorder and the local newspaper Kosicky
Korzar published an article on our activities connected to the Holocaust. One
of the participating students incorporated our research into the Special High
School Scholarly Work.

Students started taking part in activities of the Kosice Jewish Religious
Community: meetings of rescuers and the rescued; concerts of Jewish music
in the local synagogue; Day of Remembrance on the occasion of the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising. As a part of the project, we also visited the Auschwitz-Birk-
enau concentration camp in Poland. The students photographed the place and
documented the visit and later used these materials for their PC presentations.




koncentra¢nych taborov a DP taborov v jednotlivych eurépskych kra-
jinach, o osudoch prenasledovanych zidov' a ich zachrancov. Poznatky
spracovavali do PC prezentacii a prezentovali ich partnerskym $kolam na
projektovych stretnutiach a svojim spoluziakom pocas Dni spomienok na
obete holokaustu, s organizaciou ktorych sme zacali 27. 1. 2006 a tradiciu
udrziavame v diioch 9. septembra a 27. januara az do tychto dni. Studenti
zapojeni do projektu pripravili nastenky na hlavnej chodbe, na ktorej boli
uverejnené vypovede Iudi, ktori prezili holokaust, ich kresby, fotografie

z obdobia holokaustu, a obrazkové materialy o osude zidovského naroda
pred vojnou a po vojne. V ucebni geografie so zapalenymi svieckami pri
zidovskej hudbe prebiehala niekolkodnova vystava plagatov a fotografii,

"“—1-._""1____-

ktoré sme ziskali z ISHS Jad Vasem v Jeruzaleme. Netradi¢na vyucba bola
obohatené o PC prezentacie $tudentov (Zivot zidov pred vojnou, Stupne
holokaustu, Ukryvané deti, Spravodlivi medzi narodmi, Spomienky na
obete holokaustu, Jad Vagem), premietanie filmov Zivot je krasny, Shindle-
rov zoznam a Pianista, boli ¢itané ukazky zo svedectiev a Studenti viedli so
svojimi ucitemi diskusie a pisali recenzie na filmy, ktoré videli.

Pri zrode myglienky na projekt sme nadviazali kontakty so Zidovskou
nabozenskou obcou v Kosiciach a organizaciou Ukryvané deti. Pocas
dvoch rokov trvania projektu vsetky triedy vyssich ro¢nikov mali moznost
osobného kontaktu s ludmi, ktori prezili prenasledovanie nacistického
rezimu. Na tri besedy prisla pani Eva B. - byvala predsednic¢ka organizacie
Ukryvané deti v KoSiciach, ktora priviedla dalsich troch ¢lenov skupiny -
pani Miriam Galovu a panov Zoltana Breinera a Ivana Kamenského. Ich
vypovede boli zaznamenané na kameru a diktaféon a o nasich projektovych
aktivitach, tykajucich sa problematiky holokaustu, bol uverejneny ¢lanok
v novinach Kosicky Korzar. Vyskum jednej zo $tudentiek podielajucich sa
na projekte vytstil do SOC.

Studenti sa zacastiiovali aktivit organizovanych Zidovskou ndbozenskou
obcou v Kosiciach: besedy Zachrancovia a zachraneni, koncertov zZidovskej
hudby v synagoége, Dent spomienky pri prilezitosti Var§avského povstania.

1 Slovensky pravopis pozna dve formy pisania Zid/Zid, v nasej publikécii ho piSeme s malym zacia-
to¢nym pismenom.

ﬁ

Pre koho bol uréeny:
Cielovou skupinou boli
Studenti SS vo veku 14 - 19
rokov, ale aktivit pocas Dna
spomienky sa zUcastnili aj
Ziaci nizsich ro¢nikov nasho
osemro¢ného gymnazia.

Ohlasy na projekt:

Velmi dobré u partner-
skych $kol v zahranicf

a u Kosického samosprav-
neho kraja.

ﬁ
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Who was the project
designed for:

Lessons learned from executing the project:
The Project Boarderline was an example of successful cooperation

The target group was com- between seven European schools, several subject committees, as well as
posed of primary and high a good example of using inter-subject relations for conducting projects
school students betwe- at our school.

en the age of 14 to 19.
Activities during the Day of
Remembrance, however,

How are we trying to cope with the necessity to do active good? Our
high school club Dreams and Teams, which has been sponsored by the

were also attended by stu- British Council since 2009 and mainly focuses on organizing youth sport
dents from lower grades activities, is named after Nicolas Winton. Despite the fact that our project
(8-year grammar school has officially been completed in July 2007, our school continues to organize
students). . o

Holocaust education activities.

Responses to the project:
We received very positive
evaluations from foreign
schools, which were par-
tners to this project,as well
as from our colleagues
from the Kosice Self-
-Coverning Region.
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Sucastou projektu bola navsteva byvalého koncentra¢ného tabora Auschwitz
-Birkenau v Polsku, pocas ktorej studenti urobili rozsiahlu fotodokumenta-
ciu a neskor PC prezentacie.

Studenti boli vedeni k napliianiu posolstva potreby robit aktivne dobro
podla svojich moznosti a organizovali charitativne akcie pre deti z detské-
ho domova, onkoldgie, napravnovychovného tstavu, mentélne a telesne

postihnuté deti ZS a MS
a romske deti z Lunika

9. Urobili sme niekolko
charitativnych zbierok

a vedieme nasich $tuden-
tov k tomu, aby sa z nich
. stali aktivni a empaticki

obcania.

""nq..‘

Vysledky/vystupy
projektu:

Spolo¢ny ,,medzina-
rodny“ ¢asopis, PC pre-
zentacie Studentov, videodokumenty, slohové prace (eseje na tému hrdina

a zachrana Iudského Zzivota, recenzie filmov s tematikou holokaustu), $porto-

vé a charitativne akcie.

Nase projektové vystupy boli predstavené na zaverecnej vystave prac
partnerskych $kol v mestskej hale Bianchi v Bellune v Taliansku v maji 2007
pre zucastnené partnerské skoly a obyvatelov mesta Belluno.

Studentov velmi potesila moznost komunikovat a vymienat si ndzory
so svojimi rovesnikmi z nasich $iestich partnerskych skol prostrednictvom
e-mailovej diskusnej skupiny. Navzajom sa informovali o svojich aktivitach
a nadvidzovali priatelstva. Ti najaktivnejsi mali moznost osobnych stretnuti
pocas Styroch projektovych stretnuti, ktoré boli postupne vo Francuzsku,
Polsku, Rumunsku a Taliansku.

ﬁ

Skusenost z realizacie
projektu:

Projekt Hranice/Borderline
bol prikladom Uspesne;

a efektivnej spoluprace
siedmich eurépskych $kél,
ale aj niekolkych predme-
tovych komisif a vyuzitia
medzipredmetovych vzta-
hov v projektovej praci na
nasej skole.

Ako napliiame posolstvo
potreby robit aktivne
dobro? Nas skolsky klub
Dreams and Teams, ktoré-
ho garantom bola do roku
2009 Britské rada a hlav-
nym poslanim organizacia
Sportovych podujati pre
deti, nesie meno Nicolasa
Wintona.

Aj ked projekt oficialne
skoncil v juli 2007, nasa
skola nadalej pokracuje

v aktivitach, ktoré slvisia so
vzdeldvanim o holokauste.
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Name of Educator:
PaedDr. Timea Benko

School:

Peter Pazman Grammar
School (taught in Hunga-
rian), Nové Zamky

Courses taught by educa-
tor and courses related to
the project: Hungarian -
Slovak, literature, arts and
crafts

ﬁ
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Who was the project
designed for:

The entire school and wi-
der public due to the fact
that we published articles
in the Uj Sz6 newspaper
(September 9, 2010), the
pedagogical magazine The
Desk (October 2010), the
local media Castrum No-
vum (October 8", 2010),
on the school’s web www.
pazmangymnz.edupage.
org, the portal Nové Zam-
ky and the region www.
watson.sk (September
19", 2010), local televi-
sion NZTV (October 20™,
2010).

Number and age of stu-
dents participating on the
project:

all students - 170, from 13
years-of-age to 19.

ﬁ

THE HOLOCAUST WEEK

Project’s content/summary:

Our goal was to get our colleagues acquainted with the method, which we
have been introduced to during the seminar for educators in Terezin, Czech
Republic. Thus, we organized The Holocaust Week, which took place form
September 13% to 17, 2010.

On this occasion, the younger students prepared wall boards, posters and
took part in a drawing competition. Students could have taken part in this
competition as individuals as well as could have created a group, for example
as they did in the case of constructing a paper model of the Diisseldorf syna-
gogue.

The older students prepared PPT presentations on topics such as: history
of Israel, Jewish artists and inventors, Kabala, I was in Auschwitz-Birkenau,
would you like me to tell you about it? Students watched documentary and fic-
tion films and they mostly reflected on the film I Can’t Understand.

Based on authentic children memoirs (material acquired in Prague) and
abstracts of the film The Last Butterfly, students themselves reconstructed the
life in Ghetto Terezin, became acquainted with Jewish laws (created signs such
as “No entry to bolds”). High school graduate students prepared an artistic
analysis if Imre Kertész’s novel Fateless (awarded Nobel Prize for Literature).
The Head of the Jewish Religious Community in Nove Zamky — Toma$ Lang
- guided us through the local synagogue, which is not open to the public on
regular basis. Mrs. Gizela Messingerova held a session with the students on the
topic of Jewish kosher food, in groups, students prepared kosher food based
on recipes from the internet and organized a tasting of their products.

In the end of the week, students wrote down their impressions from the
week-long project:

“I mostly liked “remaking” Jewish laws. Too bad they were not being enforced
during the entire week. This would maybe help us understand their cruel mean-
ing even more and we would feel their affect even more.”

“I mostly liked the session with Mrs. Gizela, cake-tasting was great.”

“Mr. Langs lecture was very interesting.”

“I have heard terrible things about Terezin, the memoirs were great.”

“We were shocked by the pictures from Auschwitz.”

“I appreciate that they took us to the synagogue.”

“The video done by 4" grade students was hundred percent interesting!!!”

“I missed the film Schindler’s List.”

“The interactive presentation on Terezin was totally great. I liked how the
professor presented it. We had the feeling that we were there, visiting it ourselves.”
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Meno ucitelky:
PaedDr. Timea Benkd

Skola:
Gymnazium Petra Pazma-
na s vyucovacim jazykom

TYZDEN HOLOKAUSTU madarskym, Nové Zamky

Predmety, ktoré uci real-
ne a ku ktorym sa projekt
Opis projektu: viazall: 5 5
Chceli sme oboznamit kolegov s metddami, ktoré sme si osvojili na se- lgj/lada_r C'?ta N stl/ovenqtna, )
minari pre ucitelov v Terezine (Ceska republika). Vyhlésili sme na $kole cely v;éﬁ%'ja' S, Wil
Tyzden holokaustu, ktory trval od 13. do 17. septembra 2010.
Mladsi ziaci pripravovali na dant tému nastenky, plagaty a vyhlasili sme
aj vytvarnu sutaz. Do nej sa prihlasili Ziaci individualne, aj v skupinach - \ |
napriklad na vyhotovenie papierovej makety synagdgy v Diisseldorfe.
Starsi ziaci pripravovali prezentacie v PowerPointe na témy, napriklad: f .
Historia Izraelu, Zidovski umelci a vynélezcovia, Kabala, Bol som v Osvien-
&¢ime, porozpravam ti to? Studenti 3koly si pozreli dokumentérne aj umelec-

ké filmy, najvacsi ohlas mal film Nedovedu pochopit. Pre koho bol projekt

, -y ) , e urceny:
Na zaklade autentickych detskych memoarov (material ziskany v Prahe) Projekt bol uréeny pre
a uryvkov z filmu Posledni motyl si deti samé mohli zrekonstruovat zivot Ziakov nasej Skoly a SirSiu
v terezinskom gete, oboznamili sa so Zidovskymi zakonmi tak, Ze tie boli verejnost, kedze sme pub-

likovali ¢lanky v dennfku:
Uj Sz6 (dna 30. 9. 2010),
v pedagogickom casopise:

pretransformované, napriklad Holohlavym vstup zakazany... (in§pirované
¢eskym projektom). Maturanti spravili umelecky rozbor filmu a literarneho

diela Imre Kertész: Bezosudovost (ziskal za nu Nobelovu cenu). Predseda Katedra - oktéber 2010,
novozamockej zidovskej obce nam robil sprievodcu v miestnej synagoge, v miestnej tlaci: Castrum
kde sme boli vsetci prvykrat v zivote, kedZe nie je spristupnena verejnos- Novum - 8. 10. 2010, na

webe skoly: www.pazman-
gymnz.edupage.org, na
portaly Nové Zamky

ti. Pani Gizela M. mala besedu so Ziakmi o Zidovskej koSer kuchyni, Ziaci
v skupinach vyhotovovali jedla na zaklade receptov z internetu, spravili aj

ochutnavku. a okolie: www.watson.
Na konci tyzdna Ziaci pisomne vyjadrovali svoj nazor na projekt: sk 19. 9. 2010, v miestnej
»Mne sa najviac pacili pretransformované Zidovské zdkony. Skoda, Ze ne- televizii NZTV odvysielali

boli platné cely tyZden, mozno este viac by sme si uvedomili ich kruté vyznamy reportdz - 20. 10. 2010.

a viac by sme ich prezivali.“
»Mne sa najviac pdcila beseda s pani Gizelou, ochutnavka zakuskov bola

vybornd.“ } *
LVelmi zaujimavy bol vyklad pana L.“
»Pocul som hrozné veci o Terezine, memodre boli super.“
»Otriasli s nami zabery z Auschwitzu.“
»Cenim si, Ze nds zobrali do synagdgy.“
»10 video oktdvy bolo stobodové!ll*

Pocet a vek Studentov
realizujucich projekt:
Vsetci ziaci Skoly - 170, od

»Mne chybal film Schindlerov zoznam.“ tercie - 13 ro¢ni po oktavu
»Interaktivny vyklad o Terezine bol bombasticky. Pacilo sa mi, ako to od- - 19 ro¢nf.

prezentovala pani profesorka. Mali sme pocit, Ze sme tam boli na navsteve aj

my sami.

a
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Name of educator:
PhDr. Klara Dobrovicova

School:
Business High School in
Sered

Courses taught by edu-
cator and courses related
to the project: German -
Slovak

E
—

Pedagogic and didactic
aims:

When we teach about the
Holocaust, our aim is to
project positive influence
on youth, their values and
attitudes. We realize the
fact that when working
with youth, it is never

too late to try to influen-
ce or correct their racial
or ethnic prejudices. It

is important for them to
understand that history

is not predetermined on
its own, but its course is
determined by the next
generations. The goal of
our educational method
is to rid our students of
apathy and passivity as
well as prevent this tragedy
from being forgotten and
potentially repeated.

Goal:

to open and discuss the
issue of anti-Semitism and
right-wing extremism with
youth and educate them to
tolerance and protection
of human rights. The aim is
also to teach our students
and children not to turn

a
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THE HOLOCAUST IN EDUCATION

Project’s content/summary:

In 2004, under pedagogical supervision, students of the Business High
School in Sered launched the project Holocaust in Education.

One of the key aims of the project was to take care of Jewish cultural herit-
age, prevent the destruction of these objects, fight against right-wing extrem-
ism and xenophobia, protect human rights and, in the end of the day, find
a creative way of expressing students’ feelings via exhibiting their artworks.

Specifically, we reconstructed a devastated house of mourning - Ciduk
Hadin - located at the Jewish cemetery in Sered and transformed it into a mu-
seum dedicated to the memory of Holocaust victims as well as victims of other
forms of violence. The Student Museum of Tolerance was created to remind us
of the negative and tragic consequences of all forms of violence. We managed
to assemble authentic photographs from the era, when a labor and collec-
tion camp had been set up in Sered during the 1940s. In addition to that, the
Museum houses a permanent exhibition of student art works, which represent
their feelings about the Holocaust.

Another, student project was the “Jewish town model” - a construction
made of wood (2 x 15 m in size). The goal of this separate project was to show
the students’ peers characteristic features of Jewish life.

Since the year 2004, our school has regularly commemorated the Day of
Victims of the Holocaust and Other Forms of Racial Violence on September
9th. On this occasion, we regularly organize meetings with Jewish community
representatives as well as Holocaust survivors.

Students of the Business High School in Sered have presented their pro-
jects at the exhibition Violence Does not End with the Holocaust, which was
organized by our Business High School in cooperation with the Methodolog-
ical-pedagogic Center in Bratislava, where the exhibition was also held. The
exhibition was organized on the occasion of the Chrystal Night anniversary
and was considered as a memento helping us to come to terms with current
expressions of intolerance by today’s youth. Apart from those works, which
dealt with the topic of the Holocaust, also statements of right-wing youth
representatives were incorporated into the exhibition. Our goal was to create
a confrontation. Swastikas, ropes, chains, railway tracks, accusatory paintings
and collages - they all reflected students’ opinion of intolerance and racial
violence. The exhibition also comprised of works created by students from
Austria, the Czech Republic, and Switzerland. Due to the fact that there was
no age limit for presenters at the exhibition, also children from the local kin-
dergarten contributed with their works reflecting their perceptions of violence.



HOLOKAUST VO VZDELAVANI /HOLOCAUST
IN EDUCATION

Obsahova napln projektu:

Od roku 2004 sa ziacky a ziaci Obchodnej akadémie v Seredi pod vede-
nim svojich ucitelov podielajui na tvorbe projektu Holokaust vo vzdelavani/
Holocaust in Education.

K hlavnym myslienkam projektu patri starostlivost o zZidovské pamiat-
ky, snaha zabranit plieneniu a niceniu tychto objektov, boj proti pravicové-
mu extrémizmu a xenof6bii, ochrana ludskych prav a v konecnom dosled-
ku kreativny sposob vyjadrenia pocitov studentov prostrednictvom vystavy
ich umeleckych prejavov.

Konkrétnou aktivitou je rekonstrukcia zdevastovaného domu smut-
ku - Ciduk Hadin - na zidovskom cintorine v Seredi a jeho prestavba na
muzeum venované dostojnej pamiatke obeti holokaustu a vsetkych foriem
nasilia. Miizeum nasilia silnejsieho nad slabsim poukazuje na negativne
a tragické dosledky nasilia v najrozmanitej$ich podobdach. Podarilo sa nam
zhromazdit aj autenticky fotodokumentac¢ny materidl z obdobia existencie
pracovného a zberného tabora v Seredi v Styridsiatych rokoch 20. storocia.

Nemenej dolezitou ¢astou expozicie je aj stala vystava vytvarnych prac
ziakov, ktoré vyjadruju postoj a nazory ziakov k tejto téme.

Samostatnym Ziackym vytvorom bolo vyhotovenie ,,skladacieho Zidov-
ského mestecka® z dreva o rozmeroch 2x15 m, kde autori priblizili svojim
rovesnikom typické znaky zidovského zivota v meste.

Od roku 2004 si na $kole pravidelne pripominame 9. september — Den
obeti holokaustu a rasového nasilia. Pri tejto prilezitosti sme usporiadali
stretnutia s predstavitelmi zidovskej komunity aj s doteraz Zijucimi pamat-
nikmi holokaustu.

Studenti Obchodnej akadémie v Seredi prezentovali svoj projekt aj na
medzindrodnej vystave Holokaustom sa nasilie nekonci, ktort usporia-
dala Obchodna akadémia v Seredi v spolupraci s Metodicko-pedagogic-
kym centrom na Sevéenkovej ulici v Bratislave v priestoroch jeho budovy.
Vystava sa konala na pamiatku Kristalovej noci a bola chapana ako me-
mento pre sicasnost, pre vyrovnavanie sa s prejavmi nasilia a intolerancie
u stcasnej mladeze. Okrem prac, ktoré zachytavali tému holokaustu, boli
zastipené aj prejavy mladych, ktori s pravicovo radikalne orientovani.
Cielom bola konfrontacia. Hakové krize, povrazy, retaze, kolajnice, zaluju-
ce kresby a kolaze - odrazali postoje ziakov k problematike intolerancie
a rasového nasilia. Na vystave boli zastipené aj vytvarné prejavy ziakov
z Rakuska, Ceska a Svajéiarska. Kedze nebola stanovené vekova hranica,

ﬁ

Meno ucitelky:
PhDr. Klara Dobrovic¢ova

Skola:
Obchodné akadémia
Sered

Predmety, ktoré uci real-
ne a ku ktorym sa projekt
viazal:

Nemecky jazyk - slovensky
jazyk.

E
e N\
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Pedagogické a didaktické
ciele:

Vo vzdelavani o holokauste
je dolezité pozitivne poso-
bit na hodnotovy systém

a postoje mladeze. Pri
praci s mladezou nikdy nie
je neskoro na to, aby sme
sa pokusili ovplyvnit, kori-
govat ich rasové ¢i etnické
predsudky. Ddlezité je, aby
pochopili, ze dejiny nie su
vopred urcené, ale su tvo-
rené generaciami. Cielom
je snaha odburat u mladis-
tvych apatiu a pasivitu, aby
tato tragédia neupadla do
zabudnutia a aby nehrozil
jej navrat.

Cielom je spristupnit prob-
lematiku antisemitizmu

a pravicového extrémizmu
mladym ludom a vychové-
vat ich k tolerancii a k och-
rane fudskych prav. Za-
roven ich povzbudit, aby
nezatvarali oci pred zlom
a nasilim, aby vyjadrovali
vlastny nazor a respekto-
vali ,odlignosti” inych ludi.

=
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their backs in the face of
evil and violence, provi-
de them support when
expressing their opinion,
tolerance, and respect for
those, who are “different”.

The exhibition was visited by representatives of the Jewish Religious Commu-
nity, the Director of the Goethe Institute in Bratislava, and the Swiss Ambas-
sador to Slovakia.

Events conducted as a part of the project:

During the project, students of the Sered Business High School came
into contact with their peers from Switzerland, a sister school from Ziirich.
Together, they visited the Chatam Sofer Memorial in
Bratislava, the synagogue in Sahy, Vienna, and Ziirich,
Jewish cemeteries in Lengnau and Ziirich, as well as
a Jewish home for the elderly in Ziirich. They became
acquainted with Jewish community life in these towns
during the 20™ century, Jewish culture and heritage. To-
gether, they visited memorials located at sites of former
concentration camps in Mauthausen and Auschwitz
- Birkenau. Went for a field trip to a memorial place in
Vienna on Karajangasse 14, which, during World War
Two, was the seat of the Gestapo.

On the occasion of the 60" anniversary of the libera-
tion of Aschwitz-Birkenau, students initiated a concert of
Jewish folk songs in Yidish, which was held at our school.

They also visited the exhibition “So4 és pharrajimos”
in Hungary organized in the memory of Jews and Romas
deported from the ghetto in Szombathely.

The students also preformed as guides at the Wagon
exhibition - organized by the Museum of the Slovak
National Uprising in Banska Bystrica, which had traveled
all around Slovakia.

Ongoing maintenance of the Jewish cemetery in
Sered is an integral part of our project. The cemetery is
quite large (trapezium shaped, 150 m long, 50 m wide on
one side and 36 m on the other). Old tomb stones from
an old cemetery, which ceased to exist, were relocated to
this location. These tomb stones were created between
1700 to 1750 and are made of white and red marble,
mostly in baroque style and decoration - decorated
predominantly with motives of leafs, flowers, trees, and
sometimes also jars of Levites. Figure motives are rather
rare. A separate part of the cemetery located close to the
wall contains graves of those Jews, who died in the Sered
labor and concentration camp during the Slovak state.
These graves are small and covered with the same tin-
plate, which, unfortunately, is illegible.

Students collected information on the Jewish com-
munity in their town, which was later displayed in the
Museum located at the cemetery. Due to this research,
they found out that in 1865, 2443 Jews had lived in Sered



k problematike nasilia sa svojim spdsobom vyjadrili aj deti materskej $kolky
v Seredi. Vystavu navétivili zastupcovia ZNO, riaditel Goetheho instititu
v Bratislave a $vajciarsky velvyslanec na Slovensku.

Spolo¢né podujatia v ramci projektu:

Studenti Obchodnej akadémie v Seredi sa stretdvajti v rdmci projektu aj na
spolo¢nych aktivitach so svojimi rovesnikmi zo Svajéiarska, z druzobnej skoly
v Ziirichu. Spolo¢ne navstivili Memorial Chatama Sofera v Bratislave, syna-
g6gy v Sahach, vo Viedni, v Ziirichu, zidovské cintoriny v Lengnau a Ziirichu
a zidovsky domov déchodcov v Ziirichu. Obozndmili sa so Zivotom Zidovskej
komunity v tychto mestach pocas 20. storocia, ako aj so Zidovskou kultirou
a pamiatkami. Navstivili spolo¢ne memorialy na mieste
byvalych koncentra¢nych tadborov v Mauthausene a v Aus-
chwitz-Birkenau. Zucastnili sa exkurzie do $koly — pamétné- fz S
ho miesta vo Viedni na Karajangasse 14-n, kde sidlilo pocas
druhej svetovej vojny gestapo.

Pri prilezitosti 60. vyrocia oslobodenia koncentra¢ného
tabora Auschwitz-Birkenau $tudenti iniciovali na skole kon-
cert zidovskych fudovych piesni v originalnom jazyku jidis.

Navstivili tiez vystavu: Sod és pharrajimos v Madarsku
- na pamiatku deportacii Zidov a Rémov z geta v meste
Szombathely.

Aktivne v ulohdach sprievodcov sa ztcastnili studenti
$koly na projekte Vagon - organizovany Muzeom SNP
v Banskej Bystrici v jednotlivych mestach Slovenska.

Sucastou projektu je stala starostlivost o zidovsky cintorin v Seredi.

Seredsky zidovsky cintorin je pomerne rozsiahly, 150 m dlhy, lichobez-
nikovy, na jednej strane 50 m $iroky, na druhej strane 36 m. Staré nahrob-
né pomniky su prenesené zo starého cintorina, ktory dnes uz neexistuje.
Pomniky pochddzaju z rokov 1700 az 1750 a st z bieleho a ¢erveného mra-
moru, via¢$inou v barokovom style, ozdobené barokovou ornamentikou,
casté su motivy listov, kvetov, stromov a obcas aj s kr¢ahom levitov. Figural-
nych 0zdob je menej. V oddelenej casti cintorina pri mure zo strany cesty
su pochovani zidia, ktori
zomreli v seredskom pra-
covnom a koncentra¢nom
tabore pocas slovenského
$tatu. S to malé pomniky
s rovnakou plechovou tabu-
lou, zial, uz necitatelnou.

Studenti zbierajti udaje
a informacie o zidovskej ko-
munite vo svojom meste. Tie
spristupnuju v ramci muzea
na cintorine. Tak zistili, Ze
roku 1865 byvalo v Seredi

é

Pocet a vek Studentov
realizujacich projekt:

30 Ziakov vo veku 15 - 18
rokov.

Pre koho bol projekt
urceny:

Pre Studentov skoly rovna-
ko, ako aj pre Sirokd verej-
nost - obyvatelov Serede.

Metodologické pristupy:
Problémovy vyklad, riade-
ny rozhovor, pozorovanie,
analyza, samostatna praca
studentov - zber informa-
cif, literatury a dobovych
dokumentov, praca s tex-
tom, diskusia, prezentacia.
Préca so Ziakmi na Ob-
chodnej akadémii v Seredi
a ich aktivity sU zmapované
na DVD pod nazvom: Ho-
lokaust a pravicovo radi-
kélne tendencie u mladist-
vych, vyhotovené v dvoch
Jazykovych verziach

- v slovenskej a v nemecke.
Zriadenie trvalej vystavy

v dome smutku - Ciduk
Hadin - na zidovskom
cintorine v Seredi. VWucba
holokaustu na autentickom
mieste. Udrzba hrobov

a celého cintorina ziakmi
skoly.

ﬁ
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Methodology:
Dilemma-based lecture,
controlled interview, obser-
vation, analysis, individual
work of students - col-
lection of data, literature
and historical documents,
working with texts, discus-
sion, presentations.

The work of our students
and their activities are
documented on a DVD na-
med: “The Holocaust and
Right-Wing Tendencies
among Youth”, produced
in two versions - Slovak
and German.

Establishing a permanent
exhibition in the house of
mourning - Ciduk Hadin -
at the local Jewish ceme-
tery. Educating about the
Holocaust on an authentic
site. Preservation of graves
and the entire cemetery by
our students.

Number and age of stu-
dents participating on the
project:

30 students aged from 15
to 18.

_
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and its surrounding villages. It was the third most sizable
Jewish community in Slovakia following the communi-
ties in Bratislava and Dunajska Streda. In the year 1938,
1200 Jews had lived in Sered. In 1942 almost all local
Jews have been deported and only 50 of them came back.
Today the cemetery is not an active burial site. The last
funeral took place in 1966. Students of the Business High
School in Sered are preserving the cemetery, communi-
cate, and guide visitors through the site. Currently, the
students are completing their high school scholarly work
in which, they aim to map graves on the Jewish cemetery,
decipher, and translate the tomb stone inscriptions. It is their goal to digital-
ize this data and make it available to all those interested.

Description of project preparations, realization, and evaluation:

In the first phase of our project, we needed to provide the right motiva-
tion for our students and get them involved. During this phase, we reminded
the students of crucial historical facts and sensitized them. Students ex-
pressed themselves via art and other visual means - they created posters,
videos, slogans, collages, and other works of art.

The exhibition Anne Frank - a Historical Message for Today (organized
at our school by the Milan Simecka Foundation) had a very positive influ-
ence on their work. The students were excited about the project’s methodol-
ogy as well as about the didactic methods used. They felt that they, them-
selves, were key figures of the process and they have been given recognition
for their effort.

After having made the students aware of the topic we proceeded to
reconstruct and furnish the memorial site of the Jewish cemetery. Currently,
they view it as their own creation, they have a positive attitude towards it
and continue to take care of it.

Who was the project designed for:

For students of our school as well as for the general public - citizens of
Sered.

Goal: discuss the issue of anti-Semitism, its contemporary expressions
and attempt for students to create an appropriate set of values.

Responses to the project:
Positive. Practical outputs — general public visiting the Student Holocaust
Museum located at the Sered Jewish cemetery.

Lessons learned from executing the project:
We have been given positive references. Moral investment into students
and youth is the key aim of our activities.
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a v okolitych obciach 2443 Zidov. Bola to najsilnejsia Zidovska komunita na Skusenost z realizacie
Slovensku po Bratislave a Dunajskej Strede. V roku 1938 byvalo v Seredi uz projektu: 5 .
len 1200 zidov. V roku 1942 skoro vsetkych miestnych zidov deportovali. Mame jednoznacne pozi-

» . : . . . o . , tivne odpordcania.
Vratilo sa ich asi 50. V sti¢asnosti sa uz na cintorine nepochovava. Posledny Moraln apinv esticia do

pohreb sa konal v roku 1966. Ziaci Obchodnej akadémie v Seredi sa staraju #iakov, do mladistvych bola
o cintorin, udrziavaju ho a sprevadzaji navstevnikov cintorina. a je hlavnym ciefom.

V sucasnosti pracuju v ramci stredoskolskej odbornej ¢innosti na zmapovani
hrobov na zidovskom cintorine a na desifrovani a prekla-
doch ndpisov na ndhrobnych kamenoch. Ich cielom je digi-
talizacia udajov a ich spristupnenie vsetkym zaujemcom.

Popis pripravy, realizacie a vyhodnotenie projektu:

Priprava spocivala v prvej faze v spravnej motivacii
a podchyteni ziakov. Tato faza prebiehala v pripomenuti
dolezitych dejinnych faktov prostrednictvom realizacie ich
pocitovania, stvarnenia emotivneho z4zitku. Studenti sa
vyjadrovali vytvarnymi, respektive vizualnymi technikami
- tvorili plagaty, videonahravky, hesla, kolaze a iné umelec-
ké vytvory.

Velmi pozitivne ich ovplyvnila aj vystava Anna Frank
- odkaz dejin dnesku (organizovana na $kole Nadaciou
Milana Simecku). Boli nadseni z toho, ako sa im tato téma
sprostredkovala a aké didaktické metddy boli pouzité. Citi-
li, Ze st sami aktérmi vzdelavania a st docenent.

Po vytvoreni urcitého povedomia u ziakov sme pri-
stupili k prestavbe a zariadovaniu pamatného miesta na
zidovskom cintorine v Seredi. V sucasnosti ho vnimaju ako
vlastny vytvor, maji k nemu pozitivny vztah a svedomito sa
o1 aj staraju.

Cielom je hovorit o problematike antisemitizmu, jeho
prejavoch v sii¢asnosti a snazit sa vytvarat spravnu hierar-
chiu hodnét u ziakov.

Ohlasy na projekt:

Na projekt sme mali pozitivne ohlasy, mal praktické
vyuzitie — navstevy v Muzeu nasilia silnejsieho nad slabsim
na zidovskom cintorine v Seredi $irokou verejnostou.
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Name of educator:
PaedDr. Andrea Gaborova

School:
Elementary School, Golia-
nova 8, Banska Bystrica

Courses taught by educa-
tor: English

Courses related to the pro-
ject: Slovak studies, regio-
nal education, multicultural
education.

E
——

Methodology:

Methods: dilemma-based
lecture/controlled discus-
sion, observation, analysis,
working with a text, discus-
sion, presentation.

Forms: excursion - lectu-
re, independent work of
students, group work.

Project results and outputs:
- Worked-out exercises

(= notes)

- Discussion and presenta-
tion of conclusions

- Article in the school new-

spaper
- Students” artworks
Responses to the project:
Students liked activities as-
sociated with the project,
they were interested in
working-out the exercises,
they remembered impor-
tant information related to
the topic even 8 months
later during final revision.
They were interested in
participating on similar
activities in the future.

<

Target group: students of 4
grade at elementary school.

ﬁ
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VISIT TO THE KREMNICKA MEMORIAL

Project’s content/summary:

The visit to the Kremnicka Memorial represents the first phase of
a long-term project Judaism, Jewish Culture, and the Holocaust - topics,
which are addressed at classes of multicultural education starting in 4
and ending in 9" grade of elementary school. This stage is being carried
out in the 4" grade following lectures on World War Two and the Slovak
National Uprising. The aim is to provide an adequate way of introducing
students to the issues of the Holocaust, which will be elaborated on during
the following years and will culminate in 9 grade, where the topic will be
addressed at history classes.

The fact that our school is located close to the Kremni¢ka Memorial
and there is a favorable bus connection between the two, this gives us
a great opportunity to familiarize our students with the topic of the Holo-
caust directly at an authentic place. Due to the character of the Memorial,
from an early age, students are taught to adequately behave when visiting
a memorial site and, at the same time, they become acquainted with the
Judaism-appropriate way of commemoration.

During the actual visit, students observe the Memorial and are given
exercises connected to the text inscribed on the commemoration plaque.
Towards the end of their visit, they take part at a simple act of commemora-
tion, which gives them the possibility to contemplate about the inscribed
statement “remember”.

Shortly after the visit of the authentic site follows a lesson during which
students can process their experience and confirm the knowledge gained
during the visit. During this class, they prepare a topical exercise, via which
they get acquainted with the meaning of the word Holocaust and can sys-
temize their newly-acquired knowledge on the topic. Afterwards, they
discuss their experience as well as the message “remember”. Consequently,
they can process their experience by creating a drawing or producing a piece
of writing.

Description of project preparations, realization, and evaluation:

During the preparation stage, it is important that the educator visits the
chosen authentic site beforehand, studies all available material, prepares the
visit’s methodology, and logistics.

Prior to the actual visit of the authentic site, students are taught about
World War Two and the Slovak National Uprising and they are sensitized to
the visit's content. This phase can be realized during Slovak studies, regional
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Meno ucitelky:
PaedDr. Andrea Gaborova

Skola:
ZS Golianova 8, Banska
Bystrica
NAVSTEVA PAMATNIKA V KREMNICKE Predmety, ktoré udi real
ne a ku ktorym sa projekt
viazal:
Obsahova napln projektu: Anglicky jazyk. Projekt bol
Navsteva pamdtnika v Kremnicke je prvou etapou dlhodobého projek- vyuzivany v ramci vy ucby
. ‘. . . , .o . . vlastivedy, regionalnej
tu Judaizmus, zZidovska kultura a holokaust, s ktorym sa Ziaci stretavaju vychovy, multkultdrne] vy-
v ramci prierezovej témy multikultirna vychova od 4. po 9. ro¢nik zaklad- chovy (brierezové téma).
nej Skoly. Tato etapa sa realizuje v $tvrtom ro¢niku, v nadvéznosti na vlas-

tivedné ucivo o druhej svetovej vojne a Slovenskom narodnom povstani. \ J

Cielom je primeranou formou uviest zZiakov do problematiky holokaustu,
ktora bude rozvijana v nasledujtcich ro¢nikoch a vyvrcholi v 9. ro¢niku, f \
kde je sucastou uc¢ebnych osnov v predmete dejepis.

Blizkost pamétnika v Kremnicke spolu s vyhodnym autobusovym VSO I 5IEC pnE T

Metody: problémovy

spojenim, poskytuje vynikajucu prilezitost na to, aby sa Ziaci zacali s prob- vyklad, riadeny rozhovor,
lematikou holokaustu zoznamovat na autentickom mieste. Vzhladom na pozorovanie, analyza,
povahu pamaitnika sa zaroven od utleho veku ucia primerane spravat na praca s textom, diskusia,

prezentacia.
Formy: vychadzka, exkur-
zia - frontélna, samostatna

pietnych miestach a oboznamia sa so spésobom vzdavania piety v zidov-
skej kulture.

Pocas samotnej navstevy Ziaci pozoruju pamitnik a pracuju s textom &innost Ziakov, skupinova
pamadtnej tabule. Na zaver sa zucastnia na jednoduchom pietnom akte préca.
a zamyslaju sa nad posolstvom ndpisu Pamitaj.

V kratkom case po navsteve pamitného miesta nasleduje jedna vyu- } *
¢ovacia hodina na spracovanie zazitkov a utvrdenie vedomosti z exkurzie. Pocet a vek “tudentov
Na tejto hodine Ziaci vypractvaju pracovny list, prostrednictvom ktorého realizujucich projekt:
sa obozndmia s vyrazom holokaust a zosystematizuja svoje nadobudnuté 55 Studentov vo veku 10
poznatky. Potom diskutujt o svojich zazitkoch a o ndpise Pamitaj. Nésled- rokov
ne mozu svoje zazitky spracovat aj vytvarnou alebo literarnou formou. } 4

Popis pripravy, realizacie a vyhodnotenia projektu: Ohlasy na projekt:

V $tadiu predpripravy je potrebné, aby pedagog navstivil pamitnik, Ziakom sa aktivity pacili,
nastudoval dostupné informacie a pripravil metodické aj organiza¢né za- zaujal ich aj pracovny list,
bezpedenie. podstatné informacie si pa-

Samotna navsteva pamitnika nadvézovala na ucivo vlastivedy o druhej matali aj 0 osem mesiacov

pri zavere¢nom opakovan.
svetovej vojne a SNP, no predchadzala jej aj pocitovo-pripravna faza, ktora Prejavili zaujem o podobné
sa moze realizovat v ramci hodin vlastivedy, regionalnej vychovy alebo aktivity aj do buducnosti.
triednickej hodiny. Ziaci boli formou motiva¢ného rozhovoru obozndmeni
s vhodnym spravanim sa na pietnych miestach. Vychadzajic z osobnych } *
skusenosti (pohreby, navsteva cintorinov na sviatok Vsechsvitych, oslavy .
vyrocia oslobodenia mesta, SNP), ziaci popisali spdsoby vzdavania piety Eﬁgeao’ho bol projekt
v krestanskom prostredi, boli upozorneni na to, Ze Zidia nenosia na hroby i 4)'/ roénika Z&

kvety, ale kamienky (kamienky si priniesli aj na exkurziu).
E
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Pedagogic and didactic
aims:
The student should:

Become acquainted
with the term and mea-
ning of the Holocaust
in an age-appropriate
manner

Begin to realize the
ethical dimension of
the Holocaust

Learn how to adequ-
ately behave when
visiting a Holocaust
memorial site

Realize the differences
(as well as commona-
lities) of commemora-
tion in Christianity and
Judaism

Learn about the Krem-
nicka Memorial's signi-
ficance in the context
of the Slovak National
Uprising, deepen their
knowledge about it
Acquaint themselves
with the work of archi-
tects DuSan Jurkovic¢
and Juraj Arie Fatran
(authors of the memo-
rial)

Evaluation criteria:

The student is capable
of defining the term
Holocaust in a simple
manner

The student beha-

ved adequately while
visiting the authentic
site connected to the
Holocaust

In his/her exercise
paper, the student cor-
rectly assigned com-
memorative symbols to
different religions

The student eloquently
explained the rational
behind building such
a monument in this
specific locality

The student learned
the names of two ar-
chitects and correctly
identified their work

a
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education or a specifically allocated class during which students can debate
with their class teacher. During the discussion, students are informed about
the appropriate behavior at commemorative sites. Based on their personal
experience (funerals, visiting cemeteries during All Saints’ Day, celebrations
of their town’s liberation or The Slovak National Uprising), students describe
modes of commemoration in a Christian environment, are reminded

that instead of flowers Jews bring stones to graves (they also bring stones

to the visit).

During the actual visit, via a controlled discussion, students observe
the Memorial (number of its components, shape, symbols, material, colors,
inscriptions) and work with the text on the memorial plaque (clarifying the
term “racially persecuted citizens”, number of victims, an explanation why
the Memorial is composed of two parts — why there are Christian and Jewish
symbols). They learn that the inscription on the Jewish part of the Memorial
stands for “remember” and, during a brief act of commemoration (placing
stones, lighting the candle, a moment of silence), they contemplate about
why one word, why this very word has been placed on the Memorial and
why we should “remember”. When at home, students can discuss their expe-
rience from the visit as well as the inscription “remember” with their parents
and grandparents.

After the visit, students worked-out a exercises. During this process they
became acquainted with terms like the Holocaust or Shoah and have system-
ized their newly-acquired information. The worked-out exercise serves the
students as an output as well as notes from the visit. In a discussion within
small groups and during presentations, students share their opinions on the
inscription “remember’, its significance and message. One group also wrote
a short article for our school newspaper, other students processed the expe-
rience through art.

Students expressed interest to take part in similar activities in the future.
Based on their positive feedback — The Holocaust Documentation Center
had published a set of methodological guidelines on activities and exercises
connected to the visit of the Menora Memorial. This letter can serve as a tool
and provide instructions for teachers of 4™ grade in Banska Bystrica and the
entire region.

Number and age of students participating on the project:
55 students aged 10.

Lessons learned from executing the project:

One of the project’s most positive aspects was the fact that there were no
negative responses from parents. Students acquired permanent knowledge
and the project triggered their interest in the topic.

Due to the fact that the memorial is located on an open space, during the
preparation phase it is important to pay attention to weather forecasts. Dur-
ing the class designated for processing the experience, we prepared cakes,
which were made according to Jewish recipes.



Pocas samotnej navstevy Ziaci prostrednictvom riadeného rozhovoru po-
zorovali pamdtnik (pocet Casti, tvary, symboly, material, farby, napisy) a pra-
covali s textom pamaétnej tabule (objasnenie terminu ,,rasovo prenasledovani
obcania®, pocet obeti, vysvetlenie, prec¢o sa pamitnik sklada z dvoch casti
— preco su na nom krestanské a zidovské symboly). Dozvedeli sa, ze napis na
zidovskej casti pamétnika znamend Pamitaj a pocas kratkeho pietneho aktu
(poloZenie kamienkov, zapalenie kahanca, chvilka ticha) sa nad nim zamys-
[ali — preco len jedno slovo, preco prave toto slovo, preco mame pamatat.

O zazitkoch z exkurzie a o posolstve napisu Pamataj sa mohli porozpravat aj
doma s rodi¢mi, starymi rodi¢mi.

Po navsteve pamadtnika Ziaci vypracovali pracovny list. Pri tom sa oboz-
namili s pojmami holokaust a $oa a zosystematizovali si nadobudnuté po-
znatky. Vyplneny pracovny list ostdva zZiakom ako vystup a zapis o ucive.

V diskusii v malych skupinach a naslednej prezentacii sa ziaci podelili o svo-
je nazory na napis Pamataj, jeho vyznam a posolstvo. Jedna skupinka napisa-
la kratky ¢lanok do $kolského ¢asopisu, ostatni Ziaci spracovali svoje zazitky
vytvarnou formou.

Ziaci prejavili zdujem zapojit sa do podobnych aktivit aj v buddcnosti.
Vzhladom na ich priaznivé ohlasy - aktivity spojené s navitevou pamatnika
Menora vysiel prostrednictvom Dokumenta¢ného strediska holokaustu
metodicky list, ktory moze sluzit ako pomocka a inspiracia pre ucitelov
4. ro¢nika z Banskej Bystrice a blizkeho (ale aj vzdialeného) okolia.

Pedagogické a didaktické ciele:

Ziak ma:

« zoznamit sa veku primeranymi sp6sobmi s pojmom holokaust
a problematikou holokaustu;

 zacat vnimat eticky rozmer holokaustu;

+ naucit sa primerane spravat na pamitnom mieste spojenom s holo-
kaustom;

« uvedomit si rozdiely (a spolo¢né znaky) vzdavania piety v krestan-
skom a zidovskom nabozenstve;

+  spoznaf vyznam Kremnicky v kontexte SNP, upevnit a prehlbit vedo-
mosti o SNP;

» oboznamit sa s dielom architektov DuSana Jurkovica a Juraja Arieha
Fatrana (autori pamitnika).

Kritéria hodnotenia:
 ziak sa na jednoduchej urovni uspesne pokusil definovat pojem holo-

kaust;
o ziak sa primerane spraval na pamédtnom mieste spojenom s holokaus-
tom;

 ziak v pracovnom liste spravne priradil symboly vyjadrenia piety
k jednotlivym nabozenstvam;
 ziak vystizne od6vodnil postavenie pamétnika v danej lokalite;

«  ziak si osvojil mend dvoch architektov a spravne identifikoval ich
dielo.

é

Vysledky/vystupy

projektu:

- vypracované pracovné
listy (= zépis o ucive),

- diskusia a prezentacia je
zaverov,

- Clanok do Skolského
casopisu,

- vytvarné prace ziakov.

Skusenost z realizacie
projektu:

/ajedno z najvacsich
pozitiv projektu povazujem
to, ze sme nemali negativ-
ne ohlasy od rodicov. Ziaci
ziskali trvalé vedomosti

a projekt v nich vzbudil za-
ujem o danud problematiku.

Vzhladom na to, ze pa-

matnik sa nachadza na
otvorenom priestranstve,

je potrebné venovat pri

planovani navstevy zvyse-
nu pozornost predpovedi
pocasia. Hodinu urcend na
spracovanie zazitkov sme
ozvlastnili kolacikmi upe-
cenymi podla zidovskych
receptov.

4
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Name of educator:
Mgr. Helena Kopecka,
Mgr. Katarina Benova

School:

Grammar School, No-
vember 17t 1180 Street,
Topol¢any

Courses taught by educa-
tor and courses related to
the project:

Mgr. Helena Kopecka - his-
tory, social sciences,

Mgr. Katarina Beriové -
history, art and culture.

E
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The exhibition is
composed of 15 panels:
1. Title panel - organizers
and co-organizers of
the exhibition, donors
history of judaism

LI

kia and Topolcany

4. Jewish culture, sym-
bols, and holidays

5. economic and so-
cial life in Topol¢any
during the first half
of the 20" century -
involvement of Jews in
political and social life
of the town

6. economic and social
life in Topolc¢any du-
ring the first half of the
20" century - Jewish
organizations, sport
associations, historical
photographs

/. Jewish education in
Topolc¢any - historical
photographs of tea-
chers and students

8. Jewish buildings in

Topolcany - synagogu-

es, cemeteries, ritual
baths, Jewish home for
the elderly, yeshiva

9. the World War Two
era - solution of the

arrival of Jews to Slova-

_—
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EXHIBITION HISTORY OF THE JEWISH
COMMUNITY IN TOPOLCANY

Project’s content/summary:

In the beginning of World War Two, approximately 3200 Jews lived in
Topol¢any. Following the war, about 550 of them had returned. Today, none
of the native Jewish inhabitants of Topol¢any live in the town. The aim of the
exhibition is to present Jewish community life in Topol¢any, which had, in
the past, significantly contributed to the coloring of the town, its culture and
destiny.

Motto of the exhibition:
In the memory of past generations and as a reminder for those to come...

Description of project preparations, realization, and evaluation:

We have worked on the project for four years - since 2006. Becoming
acquainted with the topic at hand and long-term collection of data was the
essence of our work.

The project’s preparation phase was divided into 4 parts:

Due to the fact, that the issue of the Topol¢iany Jews remains very
current, it is not only schools but also other institutions in Topol¢any
that organize events and devote their work to the issue at hand. Out of
them, one of the most well known institutions is the Tribe¢ské Museum in
Topolc¢any, with which we have cooperated on carrying out the first phase
of our project.

Our Grammar School in Topol¢any in cooperation with the Tribe¢ske
Museum organized lectures on the Topolcany Jewish community for stu-
dents. The lectures were led by Mgr. Katarina Beniova who, at the time, was
a historian at the Tribe¢ské Museum. In 2006 at the Tribe¢ske Museum she
prepared an exhibition When the Star of David Used to Shine. This exhibi-
tion was visited by the students of our Grammar School. In the attempt
to accelerate young peoples’ interest in their town’s history, Mgr. Katarina
Benova organized visits to the Jewish cemetery in Topolcany, where students
were informed about Jewish burial customs.

During the preparation phase we also cooperated with Mr. Walter Fried,
a native of Topolcany, who currently lives in Israel. Since 2006 he has been
hosting lectures and debates at the Grammar School in Topol¢any, which
aim to present the World War Two era and the tragic destiny of Jews living



VYSTAVA Z DEJIN ZIDOVSKEJ KOMUNITY
V TOPOI.CANOCH

Motto vystavy:
Na pamiatku minulym a pripomienku budiicim generdcidm. ..

Vystavu tvori 15 panelov:

Titulny panel - organizatori a spoluorganizatori vystavy, finanéné dary  \ 4

AR ol

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

Z histoérie zidovstva

Prichod Zidov na Slovensko a do Topol¢ian

Zidovska kultara, symboly, sviatky

Hospodarsky a spolocensky zivot v 1. polovici 20. storocia

v Topol¢anoch - zapojenie zidov do politického a spolocenského
Zivota v meste

Hospodarsky a spolocensky zivot v 1. polovici 20. storocia

v Topol¢anoch - zidovskeé spolky, Sportové zdruzenia, dobové
fotografie

Zidovské skolstvo v Topol¢anoch — dobové fotografie ucitelov

a ziakov

Zidovské stavby v Topol¢anoch - synagdgy, cintoriny, ritualny ktpel,
zidovsky starobinec, rabinske uciliste

Obdobie 2. svetovej vojny - riedenie Zidovskej otazky, zidovsky
kodex, holokaust

Obdobie 2. svetovej vojny — obmedzovanie ludskych

a obcianskych prav

Obdobie 2. svetovej vojny — zidovské pracovné tabory a strediska
Obdobie 2. svetovej vojny — deportacie Zidov, obete holokaustu,
pogrom v Topol¢anoch

Vyrovnavanie sa s minulostou — odhalenie pamaitnej tabule obetiam
holokaustu, ospravedlnenie Mestského zastupitelstva v Topol¢anoch
za udalosti poc¢as pogromu po vojne v roku 1945, udelenie cestného
obcianstva zidovskym rodakom z Topol¢ian

Topol¢ianski rodaci - ich spomienky, osudy, osobné vypovede
Nezabudame - prednasky a besedy pre studentov, projekty a prace
$tudentov o zidovskej komunite, exkurzie na pamédtné miesta

Popis pripravy, realizacie a vyhodnotenia projektu:

Na projekte sme pracovali Styri roky — od roku 2006. Ddlezitou sucastou
prace bolo postupné zorientovanie sa v problematike a dlhodobé zhromaz-
dovanie materialu.

é

Meno uditeliek:
Mgr. Helena Kopecka,
Mgr. Katarina Benova

Skola:
Gymnazium, Ul. 17. no-
vembra 1180, Topol¢any

Predmety, ktoré ucia realne
a ku ktorym sa projekt
viazal:

Mgr. Helena Kopecka - de-
jepis, seminar z dejepisu,
nauka o spolocnosti;

Mgr. Katarina Benova - de-
jepis, seminar z dejepisu,
umenie a kultdra.

—

Obsahovéa napln projektu:
Na zaciatku druhej svetovej
vojny zilo v Topol¢anoch
asi 3200 Zidov. Po vojne

sa ich vratilo asi 550. Dnes
v Topol¢anoch nezije ani
jeden z pévodnych zidov-
skych obyvatelov. Vystava
sa snazi priblizit zivot tejto
komunity v Topol¢anoch,
ktora v minulosti vyrazne
dotvérala kolorit mesta, jej
kultdru a osudy.

b X

Pocet a vek studentov
realizujucich projekt:
Sedem studentov vo veku
16 - 19 rokov

b :

Pedagogické a didaktické
ciele:

- prehlbit vedomosti

o zivote zidovskej komunity
v Topolcanoch;

- zachovat spomienky
tych, ktorf prezili holokaust
a pamiatku tych, ktorf sa
stali obetami holokaustu;

E
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Jewish question, the
Jewish Codex, the
Holocaust

the World War Two
era - restricting human
and civil rights

the World War Two
era - Jewish labor
camps and centers
the World War Two
era - deportations of
Jews, victims of the
Holocaust, pogrom in
Topol¢any

Coming to terms with
the past - unveiling

a memorial plaque
dedicated to victims of
the Holocaust, a public
apology by the Town
Council in Topol¢any
for the pogrom, which
took place after the
war in 1945, awarding
honorary citizenship to
Jews who were born in
Topolc¢any

Natives of Topol¢any

- their recollections,
destinies, personal
testimonies

We do not forget -
lectures and discussion
for students, students’
projects and works
about the Jewish com-
munity, excursions to
authentic sites connec-
ted to the Holocaust.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Pedagogic and didactic

aims:

« Deepen knowledge
about the life of the
Jewish community in
Topolc¢any,

« Retain memories of
those, who have survi-
ved the Holocaust and
the memory of those,
who have become
Holocaust's victims,

* Increase awareness
about contemporary

<

E
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in Topolcany, to our students. At the same time he provided important writ-
ten and visual material, which we made use of when realizing our project.

During the project’s preparation phase, our students realized activities on
the topic of the Jewish question. Grammar school students Janka Hulova and
Katarina Poni$tova, under the leadership of Mgr. Helena Kopecka, became
involved in the Forgotten Stories project, which was organized by the NGO
People Against Racism. The project focused on the Jewish question and their
work was regarded as a success and included into a publication, which pre-
sented different projects on the topic. In January 2008, the students took part
at a field trip to an authentic Holocaust site — the former Nazi concentration
camp Auschwitz-Birkenau.

Under the supervision of Mgr. Helena Kopecka, one of our students,
Dominika Bacikova, also took part in the High School Scholarly Work Com-
petition. Her work The Faith of the Jewish Community in Topol¢any was
awarded the first prize in a regional round of the competition.

During the project’s preparation phase, we conducted regular excursions
to the Nazi concentration camp Auschwitz - Birkenau. Their goal was to un-
derstand the significance of this place and its message for the future as well
as to shape the students’ ability to be tolerant towards other cultures and reli-
gions. In September 2009, our students Dominika Bacikovd, Hana Sitarova,
Tamara Minarikova, and Mgr. Helena Kopecka took part at a two-day semi-
nar organized by the Holocaust Documentation Center at the Education
Department of the Memorial and Museum of the former Nazi concentration
camp Auschwitz - Birkenau.

Apart from this excursion, we have also visited several memorial places
in Slovakia, for example the village Ko$, which was one of the departure
stations for trains to Auschwitz; locations of the former Novaky labor camp
or the Student Holocaust Museum Sered. We have also organized meetings
with people, who were direct participants of those historical events, which
we decided to document.

We established postal contact with Jewish natives of Topol¢any currently
living in Israel, Australia, the USA, and other countries and asked them to
send us their written testimonies. We acquired their addresses from the me-
morial book located at the Jewish cemetery in Topol¢any, which they regu-
larly visit. Owing to them, we managed to collect many valuable memories,
photographs, and documents.

Realization phase of the project - the exhibition was composed of 4 parts:

During this phase, we focused on research in the Topol¢any archive. We
mostly focused on studying written materials from the font of the Regional
Office in Topol¢any between the year 1938 — 1945. After having carefully
read the documents and noted down document numbers we photographed
them. Based on the assembled material, we put together a technical script,
which contained specific texts, photographs with signatures, samples of ar-
chival sources and requests for technical construction of the exhibition (ban-
ners, lights, installing central electrical supply, masoning the stairs,
a show-cases for placing historical artifacts, securing the building).



1. Pripravna etapa projektu bola rozdelena do 4 casti:

Kedze otazka osudu topolcianskych zidov je aj v sic¢asnosti velmi aktual-
na venuju sa jej v ramci svojich aktivit nielen $koly, ale aj rézne instittcie
v Topol¢anoch. K tym najvyznamnej$im patri Tribe¢ské muzeum v Topolca-
noch, s ktorym sme realizovali prvu cast pripravnej etapy projektu.

Gymnazium v Topol¢anoch v spolupraci s Tribe¢skym muzeom zor-
ganizovalo pre studentov prednasky o zidovskej komunite v Topol¢anoch.
Prednasky viedla Mgr. Katarina Benova, v tom obdobi historicka Tribecské-
ho muzea. V roku 2006 pripravila v Tribe¢skom muzeu vystavu Ked Ziarila
Davidova hviezda. Tato vystavu navstivili aj Studenti gymnazia. V snahe
zvysit zaujem mladeze o dejiny mesta, v ktorom Zije, zorganizovala Mgr. Ka-
tarina Benova prehliadky Zidovského cintorina v Topol¢anoch, kde boli Ziaci
obozndmeni so Zidovskymi pohrebnymi zvykmi.

Druhu cast pripravnej etapy projektu sme realizovali v spolupraci
s panom Walterom Friedom, rodakom z Topol¢ian, ktory v sucasnosti Zije
v Izraeli. Od roku 2006 vedie na Gymnaziu v Topol¢anoch prednasky a bese-
dy, v ramci ktorych priblizuje studentom obdobie druhej svetovej vojny
a tragické osudy ¢lenov Zidovskej komunity v Topol¢anoch. Zaroven po-
skytol dolezity pisomny i obrazovy material, ktory bol pouzity pri vlastnej
realizacii projektu.

Tretiu Cast pripravnej etapy projektu tvoria aktivity Studentov gymnazia
venované zidovskej otézke. Studentky gymnézia Janka Hulové a Katarina
Ponistova sa pod vedenim Mgr. Heleny Kopeckej zapojili do projektu Za-
budnuté pribehy, ktory pripravilo Obc¢ianske zdruzenie Ludia proti rasizmu.
Projekt bol zamerany na zidovsku otazku. Ich praca bola zaradena medzi
tispesné a bola publikovand v zborniku. Studentky sa zacastnili v janudri
2008 exkurzie autentického miesta spojeného s holokaustom - byvalého
nacistického koncentracného tabora Auschwitz-Birkenau.

Studentka Dominika Bacikova sa pod vedenim Mgr. Heleny Kopeckej
zapojila do Stredoskolskej odbornej ¢innosti, kde sa s pracou Osudy zidov-
skej komunity v Topol¢anoch v krajskom kole umiestnila na 1. mieste.

Stvrt &ast pripravnej etapy projektu tvoria pravidelné exkurzie do byva-
1ého nacistického koncentracného tabora Auschwitz-Birkenau. Ich cielom je

ﬁ

- zvySovat povedomie

o0 sticasnych formach anti-
semitizmu, xenofébie

a vsetkych forméch diskri-

minacie;

- propagovat dodrZiavanie
ludskych prav najma

v pripade mensin.

Metodologické pristupy:
Praca s odbornou litera-
tdrou, praca s pisomnymi
pramenmi, oboznamenie
sa s ¢cinnostou archivu, pra-
ca s hmotnymi pramernmi,
spracovanie orélnej histo-
rie - spomienky priamych
Ucastnikov historickych
udalosti, obozndmenie sa
s postupmi reStauratora,
navsteva pamatnych miest.

b Y

Vysledky/vystupy projektu:
InStalacia vystavy pod
nazvom Z dejin zidovskej
komunity v Topol¢anoch

v obradnej sieni zidovské-
ho cintorina v Topolca-
noch na KruSovskej ulici.
Vernisaz sa uskutocnila

28. oktobra 2010 za dcasti
predstavitelov Ustredného
zvéazu zidovskych nébozen-
skych obcf na Slovensku,
zastupcu topolcianskych
rodakov z |zraela pana
Waltera F. a primatora
mesta Topolcian Ing. Petra
Balaza, riaditelky Tribec-
ského muzea v Topolca-
noch PhDr. Blazeny Smot-
lakovej, riaditelky Statneho
archivu v Topol¢anoch
PhDr. Olgy Kvasnicovej

a dalsfch hosti.

- s

Pre koho bol projekt urceny:

- pre ziakov a ucitelov
/S a SS v Topol¢anoch
a v celom okrese,

- pre topolcianskych
rodakov, potomkov

ﬁ
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forms of anti-Semitism,
xenophobia, and other
forms of discrimination,

o Popularize the adhe-
rence to human rights
especially in respect to
minorities.

Methodology:

We worked with literature
of fact, historical docu-
ments and artefacts, lear-
ned how to do research
in the archive, processing
oral history - testimonies
of those who were a part
of those historical events,
which we were focusing
on, becoming acquainted
with restoration work,
visited authentic sites.

Target group:

- Students and teachers
of the elementary and
high schools in Topol-
Cany and the rest of the
region,

- Topolcany natives living
abroad, descendants
of Jewish community
members living abroad
(Israel, USA, Australia,
Mexico, Holland,....),
who regularly visit the
local Jewish cemetery

- General public - citi-
zens of Topol¢any and
the surrounding area,
those interested in local
history, university stu-
dents studying history,
employees of cultural
institutions, etc.

Number and age of
students participating on
the project:

Seven students between the
age 16 - 19.

a

40

Subsequently, we prepared the house of mourning for hosting our exhi-
bition — we tidied up, swept the floors, painted the walls. At the same time,
after having consulted the conservator, Mgr. Martin Mikuldas, we took care
of the funeral carriage, which had been used during funerals in the past and
was now located in the house. We basically mechanically rid the carriage of
all dirt and painted it with terebinthine oil.

During the third part of the project’s realization phase we installed the
exhibition. We secured banners on the walls and installed artifacts and their
short descriptions into different show-cases.

During the fourth part we prepared for the exhibition opening. We
needed to select an adequate date, design an invitation, create a list of invited
guests, put together the program for the opening, and arrange photodocu-
mentation of the event.

Project results and outputs:

Exhibition The Faith of the Jewish Community in Topol¢any installed
in the house of mourning located at the Jewish cemetery on Krusovicka
Street in Topol¢any. The exhibition opening took place on October 28, 2010
and was attended by representatives of the Federation of Jewish Religious
Communities in Slovakia (Ing. Igor Rintel, Juraj Turcan), representative of
the Topol¢any natives living in Israel, Mr. Walter Fried, and the mayor of
Topol¢any, Ing. Peter Balaz, Head of the Tribe¢ské Museum in Topol¢any,
PhDr. Blazena Smotlékova, Head of the State Archive in Topol¢any, PhDr.
Olga Kvasnicova, as well as other guests.

The Project’s Evaluation

After having completed all work and activities connected to our project,
our team had analyzed the four-year-long period of our work. The project
was realized in accordance with the planned timeline. It motivated students
to continue their work. In the future, we are planning to prepare a publica-
tion dealing with the Holocaust in our town and region.

Responses to the project:

We received only positive feedback. Those who have visited the exhibi-
tion have give us very positive feedback on the content as well as the quality
of presentation. Media also expressed interest in the exhibition. The nation-
wide daily SME and regional print media all covered the project. The media
coverage attracted the attention of the former members of the Jewish com-
munity in Topol¢any and their descendants and motivated them to provide
us with more materials - private testimonies, historical photographs, con-
tacts.

Lessons learned from executing the project:

Cooperation with various institutions, getting into contact with as many
direct participants of the pogrom as possible, adequate timetable, systematic
work, regular meetings.



spoznat vyznam i dolezitost tohto miesta pre dnesok a viest mladych Iudi
k tolerancii vo vztahu k inym kultiram a ndboZenstvam. V septembri 2009 sa
$tudentky gymndzia Dominika Bacikova, Hana Sitdrova, Tamara Mindrikova
a Mgr. Helena Kopecka zucastnili dvojdiového semindra vo vzdelavacom
oddeleni pamétnika a muzea byvalého nacistického koncentra¢ného tabora
Auschwitz-Birkenau, ktoré organizovalo Dokumentac¢né stredisko holokaustu.
Okrem tejto exkurzie sme navstivili niekolko pamitnych miest na Slo-
vensku napriklad obec Ko$, odkial odchadzali transporty do Auschwitzu,
miesta na ktorych sa v minulosti nachadzal pracovny tabor Novaky ¢i Muze-
um nasilia silnejSieho nad slabsim v Seredi. Uskutoc¢nili sme tieZ stretnutia
s ludmi, ktori boli priamymi uc¢astnikmi nami dokumentovanych udalosti.
Listom sme oslovili topol¢ianskych zidovskych rodékov, ktori dnes ziju
v Izraeli, Australii, USA a v inych krajinach, aby ndm napisali svoje Zivotné
pribehy. Ich adresy sme ziskali z pamitnej knihy na zZidovskom cintorine
v Topol¢anoch, ktory pravidelne navstevuju. Vdaka nim sa nam podarilo
zozbierat vela cennych spomienok, fotografii a dokumentov.

2. Samotna realizacia projektu - vystavy mala $tyri Casti:

Prvu cast tvorilo badanie v topolc¢ianskom archive. Venovali sme sa naj-
ma $tudiu pisomnych pramenov vo fonde Okresného tradu v Topol¢anoch
z rokov 1938 - 1945. Po dokladnom precitani pisomnosti a zapisani cisiel
jednotlivych spisov, sme zhotovili fotodokumentaciu. Zo zhromazdeného
pisomného materialu sme vypracovali technicky scenar, ktory obsahoval
konkrétne texty, fotografie s popisom, ukazky archivnych pramenov a po-
ziadavky na technické zabezpecenie vystavy (bannery, namontovanie osvet-
lenia, instalacia elektrocentraly, vymurovanie schodov, vitriny na uloZenie
hmotnych a pisomnych pramenov, zabezpecenie budovy).

V druhej casti realizacie projektu sme prichystali na vystavu obradnu

miestnost — upratali, zamietli a umyli sme tehlova dlazku a steny vymalovali.

Zaroven sme po konzultacii s reStauratorom Mgr. art. Martinom MikuldSom
urobili zakladné oSetrenie koca, ktory sa v obradnej miestnosti nachadzal

a v minulosti sa pouzival pri pohrebnych obradoch. OSetrenie spocivalo

v mechanickom odstraneni necistot a natreti terpentinovym olejom.

V tretej Casti realizdcie projektu sme instalovali vystavu. Upevnili sme
bannery na steny miestnosti a nainstalovani predmetov a do presklenych
vitrin sme nainstalovali pisomné dokumenty a predmety s ich stru¢nym
popisom.

Stvrtou Castou realizacie projektu bola priprava vernisaze — sldvnostného
otvorenia vystavy: museli sme vybrat vhodny termin, navrhli pozvanku, vy-
pracovali zoznam pozvanych hosti, pripravili program na vernisaz a zabez-
pecili fotodokumentéciu z vernisaze.

3. Vyhodnotenie projektu:

Po ukonceni vsetkych prac realizacny tim analyzoval $tvorro¢né obdobie
prace na projekte. Projekt bol realizovany v stlade s naplanovanym casovym
harmonogramom. Priniesol studentom mnoho podnetov na dalsiu pracu.

V buducnosti planujeme pripravit k tejto problematike publikaciu.

¢lenov ZNO iju-

cich na Slovensku aj
zahranicf (Izrael, USA,
Australia, Mexiko,
Holandsko...), ktorf
navstevuju miestny
zidovsky cintorin,

- pre verejnost - obyva-
telia mesta Topolcany
aj okolia, zaujemcovia
o regionalnu historiu,
Studenti VS odboru
historia, pracovnici
kultdrnych instittcif
a pod.

Stretli sme sa len s pozitiv-
nymi ohlasmi. Navstevnici
vystavy vysoko hodnotia
obsahovd napln aj vytvarné
stvarnenie vystavy. O vysta-
VU sa zaujimali aj média.

V celoslovenskom denniku
SME a v regionalnej tlaci
boli uverejnené ¢lanky. Na
Clanky reaguju byvalf ¢leno-
via zidovskej komunity v To-
polcanoch a ich potomko-
via. Na zaklade ich zaujmu
ziskavame dalSie materialy
- osobné vypovede, dobové
fotografie, kontakty.

Velmi sa osvedcila spolu-
praca s viacerymi institu-
ciami ako aj oslovenie ¢o
najvacsieno poctu priamych
Ucastnikov mapovanych
udalost.

Dostatocna Casova rezerva,
systematicka praca a pravi-
delné stretnutia boli zakla-
dom Uspesného dokonce-
nia projektu.
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Educator:
PhDr. Ruzena Kormosova

School: 5
Grammar School, Skolska
7, Spisska Nova Ves

Teaches courses: his-
tory, advanced historical
seminar for 3 and 4"
grades and advanced his-
tory classes for 4" grade
students.

ﬁ
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Pedagogic and didactic
aims:

The aim of the project was
to directly involve students
into researching gaps in
their regional history. To
learn about the destiny

of specific young people
who had lived in the same
town and region helps to
get students interested

in historical events which
took place between 1939
- 1945 and had tragi-

cally affected our town and
school. To use personal
testimonies for explaining
the era of the Holocaust.
To honorably commemo-
rate victims of the Shoah.

Methodology:

We addressed institu-
tions - Museum of Jewish
Culture in Bratislava, The
Terezin Memorial, Educa-
tional Center of the Jewish
Museum in Prague, wrote
letters to Israel. We were
offered help by Mr. Walter
Morgenbesser - originally
from SpiSské Nova Ves. He
is one of the child victims

V|
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LOST NEIGHBORS II. - IN THE HONOR OF CHILD
VICTIMS OF THE HOLOCAUST

Project’s content/summary:

Our school is one of the first educational institutions, which have taken
part in the Milan Simecka Foundation’s Lost Neighbors - Forgotten History
project (2003-4). In the beginning, we conducted several activities, which
focused on the history of Jews in the Spis region and the Jewish commu-
nity in Spisska Nova Ves. We studied the history of Jews in our town during
World War Two and searched for Holocaust survivors. We turned to Mrs.
Margita Teitelbaumova, born Schwartz, who had survived the concentration
camp Auschwitz-Birkenau and consequently recorded her testimony. We
started putting together pieces of the mosaic, researched the life of the local
Jewish community, which used to reside in our town and which “had been
lost” during the war. In 2004, we presented the results of our research at the
Ist Visegrad Youth Meeting in Prague. We became interested in the topic of
our second project - In the Honor of Child Victims of the Holocaust - dur-
ing a solemn event held at the Senate of the Czech Parliament, Prague in
June 2005, which was dedicated to this issue. We began searching for chil-
dren from the local Jewish school in Spisska Nova Ves and for former Jewish
students of our Grammar School. The Milan Simecka Foundation and, later
on, the Holocaust Documentation Center in Bratislava agreed to provide
supervision to our project.

Description of project preparations, realization, and evaluation:

Our project was carried out between September 2005 and October 2007.
During the advanced history seminar we began searching for Jewish
children from our town and for any information about what had happened
to them during World War Two. We also looked for Jewish cultural heritage,

which had remained in the town. We divided ourselves into several teams.

Thanks to the consent of our headmaster, one of the student groups be-
gan to study school catalogues from between the years 1935 — 1940 located
in the Grammar School Skolskd 7 Archive. We recorded names of students
who were noted down as being of Israelite religion.

The second group was putting together information based on archival
materials and the citizen’s census conducted in Spi$ska Nova Ves in Decem-
ber 1938 and compared them to the lists of students as well as deportation
lists of the family transport, which left our town in May 1942. This material
was provided to us by the Spisska Nova Ves branch of the State Archive in
Levoca.



STRATENI SUSEDIA 1I.
POCTA DETSKYM OBETIAM HOLOKAUSTU

Obsahova napln projektu:

Nasa skola patri na Slovensku k prvym, ktoré sa v §kolskom roku
2003/2004 zapojili do projektu Strateni susedia — Zabudnuta histodria, ktory
realizovala Nadécia Milana Sime&ku. Spociatku sme formou individudlnych
aktivit venovali pozornost histérii Zidov na Spisi, vzniku Zidovskej komunity
v Spisskej Novej Vsi, zaoberali sme sa osudmi Zidov z ndsho mesta pocas
druhej svetovej vojny a vyhladavali svedkov holokaustu. Oslovili sme pani
Margitu Teitelbaumov, rod. Schwartzovu, ktora prezila hrézy koncentrac-
ného tdbora Auschwitz a Birkenau a zaznamenali jej spomienky. Skladali
sme Criepky mozaiky Zivota ob¢anov nasho mesta, ktori tu zili a ,,stratili sa®
Vysledky svojho badania sme prezentovali v roku 2004 v Prahe na 1. vise-
gradskom stretnuti mladeze. Oslovila nas téma druhej etapy projektu pod
nazvom Pocta detskym obetiam holokaustu, ktorej slavnostného otvorenia
v Sendte parlamentu Ceskej republiky v Prahe sme sa v jtini 2005 ako hostia
zG&astnili. Zacali sme pétrat po detoch zo Zidovskej ludovej $koly v Spisskej
Novej Vsi a po zidovskych Ziakoch vlastného gymndzia. Odbornym garan-
tom nasho projektu sa stali Nad4cia Milana Simecku, neskér Dokumentaéné
stredisko holokaustu so sidlom v Bratislave.

Popis pripravy, realizacie a vyhodnotenie projektu:

Nas projekt sme realizovali od septembra 2005 do oktdébra 2007.

V ramci dejepisného krazku zacali sme patrat po zidovskych detoch
z nasho mesta a ich osudoch pocas druhej svetovej vojny. Vyhladavali sme
kultirne pamiatky, ktoré sa po zZidovskej komunite v meste zachovali. Roz-
delili sme sa na niekolko skupin.

Jedna skupina Ziakov so sihlasom vedenia $koly zacala robit vyskum
$kolskych katalégov za $kolské roky 1935 - 1940 v Archive Gymnazia Skol-
skd 7. Zaznamenavali sme mena Ziakov, pri ktorych bolo uvedené izraelitské
vierovyznanie.

Druha skupina kompletizovala archivne materialy o s¢itani obyvatelov
mesta Spisska Nova Ves z decembra 1938 a porovnavala ich so zoznamami
ziakov a deporta¢nym zoznamom rodinného transportu z maja 1942, ktory
ndm poskytli v Statnom archive v Levoéi — pobocke v Spisskej Novej Vsi.

Cast ziakov patrala po kultdrnych pamiatkach pripominajtcich zidovsku
komunitu v nasom meste. Nasledne sa $tudenti rozdelili na dvojice az trojice,
Stylizovali listy s informaciami o mladych Iudoch, ktoré sme sa dozvedeli
z archivnych materialov a zacali patrat po ich osudoch.

ﬁ

Meno ucitelky:
PhDr. Ruzena Kormosova

Skola: )
Gymnazium, Skolska 7,
Spisska Nova Ves

Predmety, ktoré uci real-
ne a ku ktorym sa projekt
viazal:

Dejepis, seminar z dejepisu
pre 3. a 4. ro¢nik a rozsiru-
juci dejepis pre 4. rocnik.

ﬁ
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Pedagogické a didakticke
ciele:

Cielom projektu bolo zapo-
Jit Ziakov do vyskumu bie-
lych miest historie regionu,
v ktorom ziju. Poznavanim
jednotlivych osudov kon-
krétnych mladych fudf

z blizkeho okolia ich vtiah-
nut do historickych dejov
obdobia rokov 1939 -
1945, ktoré sa svojou tragi-
kou dotklo aj nasho mesta
a Skoly. Prostrednictvom
osobnych vypovedi pribli-
zit im obdobie holokaustu.
Ddstojne si pripomenut
obete Soa.

Metodologické pristupy:
Oslovovali sme institucie -
Mudzeum zidovskej kulttry
v Bratislave, Pamatnik
geta v Terezine, Vzdelava-
cie centrum Zidovského
muzea v Prahe, pisali

listy do Izraela. Pomoc
nam poskytol pan Walter
Morgenbesser - povodom
zo Spisskej Novej Vsi. Je
jednou z detskych obetf
holokaustu, ktoré nemali
to Stastie byt dietatom, no
ktorym Stastie doprialo

a
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of the Holocaust, who
never got the chance to be
a child, but who, however,
managed to survive. He
will be celebrating his 80-
year anniversary in Decem-
ber 2010. As a native of
Spisska Nova Ves currently
living in Israel and also as
a member of the Czech-
Slovak organization in
Israel, Walter attempted

to put together a list of
Holocaust victims from
Spisska Nova Ves. During
the coarse of our project,
we also came into contact
with Mrs. Cynthia Drapkin
and Francis Sacher (t
2006) from Northwood

in London, due to the fact
that the former Torah of
the SpisSska Nova Ves syn-
agogue is located here to-
day. Owing to Mr. Morgen-
besser we also received
photographs of two grades
of the Spisska Nova Ves
Jewish School from school
years 1939/1940 and we
managed to complete the
list of children from these
photographs.

The Federation of Jewish
Religious Communities

in Slovakia, the town of
Spisska Nova Ves, and the
civil association Epeus
operating at our Grammar
School became our project
partners.

At the same time, we
worked on reconstructing
a devastated |Jewish cem-
etery, the last remaining
Jewish cultural heritage in
our town and managed to
put it into shape by spring
2007.

Number and age of stu-
dents participating on the

project:
26 students between the
age of 15 - 18.

<4
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Another group of students searched for any remains of our town’s Jewish
cultural heritage. Consequently, students created pairs and groups of three
and each one of these groups put together an information sheet about each
child they managed to identify in the archive and began to search for more
details about their lives.

Project results and outputs:

We presented the results of our research at the 2nd Visegrad Meeting in
Prague in June 2006 and September 2006 in Bratislava, which took place on
the occasion of the Holocaust Memorial Day. A personal meeting with Mr.
Walter Morgenbesser in October 2007, which took place at our school, al-
lowed us to learn more about the history of the Morgenbesser family (which
had lived at a Roman Catholic pastorate in Spisska Nova Ves) and listen to
his testimony about how he had survived the Nazi concentration camps. In
1944, still a boy, Walter was deported to the Ravensbruck and Sachsenhaus-
en concentration camps. His mother did not manage to survive the atroci-
ties of the Ravensbruck concentration camp, his older brother William died
in Majdanek, and his other brother - surgeon Samuel - decided to commit
suicide.

In October 2007, we organized an international presentation of our
project and invited Walter to take part. The mayor of Spisska Nova Ves
PhDr. Jan Volny, PhD was the sponsor of the event and in addition to him
and his Deputy PhDr. Miroslav Semes, PhD, other guests participated at the
seminar: representatives of the Federation of Jewish Religious Communi-
ties in Slovakia, the Milan Simecka Fondation, the Holocaust Documenta-
tion Center, and guests from the Pinner Liberal Synagogue in Northwood,
London, including Rabbi Dr. Andrew Goldstein. The students presented
their project In the Honor of Child Victims of the Holocaust and Walter
Morgenbesser (by tolling on the historical bell) brought to life a book of
his memories The Price of Life written by the project’s coordinator PhDr.
RuzZena Kormo$ova. The book’s introduction was written by PhDr. Monika
Vrzgulova, CSc. of the Holocaust Documentation Center in Bratislava who
was also the academic supervisor of our project.

Between May 28 - 29, 1942 a family deportation train was dispatched
from Spisska Nova Ves to Polish extermination camps. Jews from Spisska
Nova Ves, Levoca, and the rest of the region were in the train. Out of the
1032 deported persons, 333 were children, their age ranging from several
months to 16 years-of-age. On the occasion of the 65" anniversary of this
deportation, we decided to install a memorial plaque in our school, which
would honor child victims of the Holocaust from the Spisska Nova Ves
region. The plaque was designed in September 2007 by our student Slavka
Lesnakova and its model was created by another one of our students Ivan
Rusnacko. The plaque was unveiled by Mr. Morgenbesser and from this mo-
ment on we became the only school in Slovakia, which has such a cultural
memorial on its premises.

The international seminar at which we presented the results of our re-
search of child Holocaust victims continued with a solemn meeting with the



Vysledky/vystupy projektu:

Prvykrat sme vysledky nasho patrania prezentovali uz na 2. visegrad-
skom stretnuti v Prahe v juni 2006 a v septembri 2006 v Bratislave pri pri-
lezitosti Pamatného dna holokaustu. Osobné stretnutie s panom Walterom
Morgenbesserom v oktobri 2007 na nasej $kole ndm umoznilo bliZsie spo-
znat pribeh rodiny Morgenbesserovej, ktora zila na rimskokatolickej fare
v Spisskej Novej Vsi a vypocut si jeho osobné svedectvo o hrozach nacistic-
kych taborov. Ako chlapec sa dostal v roku 1944 do koncentra¢ného tabora
v Ravensbriicku a v Sachsenhausene. Utrapy zenského koncentraéného
tabora Ravensbriick neprezila jeho mamicka, v Majdanku zahynul jeho
star$i brat Wiliam, tragickou smrtou ukoncil svoj zivot dalsi brat lekar
— chirurg Samuel.

V oktébri 2007 sme tiez za jeho ucasti zorganizovali medzinarodnu pre-
zentaciu nasho projektu. Zastitu nad akciou prevzal primator mesta Spisska
Nova Ves PhDr. Jan Volny, PhD. Seminara sa okrem primatora a jeho za-
stupcu PhDr. Miroslava Semesa, PhD. zt¢astnili zastupcovia UZ ZNO v SR,
Nadécie Milana Sime¢ku (NMS), Dokumentaé¢ného strediska holokaustu
(DSH), vzacni hostia z Pinner Liberal Synagogue v Northwoode na pred-
mesti Londyna na cele s rabinom Dr. Andrew Goldsteinom. Ziaci odprezen-
tovali svoju pracu na projekte Pocta detskym obetiam holokaustu a Walter
Morgenbesser tradicnym zvonenim na historicky skolsky zvonec uviedol do
zivota knihu jeho spomienok, ktoré pod nazvom Cena Zivota spisala koordi-
natorka projektu PhDr. Ruzena Kormosové. Uvod ku knihe napisala PhDr.
Monika Vrzgulova, CSc. z DSH v Bratislave, odborna garantka projektu.

V dnoch 28. - 29. mdja 1942 bol vypraveny zo Spisskej Novej Vsi do
polskych vyhladzovacich taborov rodinny transport, do ktorého boli zarade-
ni zidovski obcania z mesta Spisska Nova Ves, Levoca a okolia. Medzi 1032
deportovanymi bolo 333 deti vo veku od niekolkych mesiacov do 16 rokov.
Pri prilezitosti 65. vyrocia rodinného transportu rozhodli sme sa instalovat
v nasej $kole pamitnu tabulu detskym obetiam holokaustu zo Spisskej Novej
Vsi a okolia. Navrh vytvarného prevedenia tabule vyhotovila v septembri
2007 ziacka Slavka Lesnakova, do grafickej podoby navrh pre kamenarsku
firmu Eduarda Zajaca zo Spisskej Novej Vsi upravil ziak Ivan Rusnacko.

prezit. V decembri 2010
oslavil jubileum 80 rokov.
Rodék zo Spisskej Novej
Vsi, teraz zijuci v Izraeli,
ako clen cesko-slovenskej
organizacie Hitachduth
Yotsei v |zraeli sém sa po-
kasal zostavit zoznam obeti
holokaustu zo Spisske;
Novej Vsi. Pocas realizacie
projektu sme sa zoznamili
aj s pani Cynthiou Drapkin
a Francis Sacher (1 2006)
z Northwoodu v Londyne,
kde sa nachédza Tora zo
spiSskonovoveskej synago-
gy. Vdaka panovi Mor-
genbesserovi sme zfskali
tiez fotografie dvoch tried
Zidovskej ludovej Skoly

v Spisskej Novej Vsi zo
Skolského roku 1939/1940
a skompletizovali sme zo-
znam deti na fotografiach.
Partnermi nasich projektov
sa stal Ustredny zvaz ZNO
na Slovensku, Mesto Spis-
ska Nova Ves a OZ Epeus
pri Gymnaziu, Skolska 7,
Spisska Nova Ves.
Subezne s tymto projek-
tom, sme realizovali od jari
2007 obnovu schatraného
a zdevastovaného zidov-
ského cintorina, poslednej
pamiatky zidovskej kultdry
nachadzajlcej sa v naSom
meste.

E
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Target group: Spisska Nova Ves mayor in the town hall. In the afternoon, we commemo-
Predominantly young rated Holocaust victims at the town cemetery martyrium and subsequently
people took partin the opened the reconstructed Jewish cemetery and recited the kadish.

project. It was, however, We published an information leaflet History of the Jewish Religious
also meant for the general

oublic. Community in Spi$ska Nova Ves, which summarizes basic facts about our
. | town’s Jewish inhabitants.
Former students of our school decided to create a documentary film
about this project in cooperation with the regional TV Reduta.

Responses to the project:

Maro$ Salanci summarized the participants’ feelings
about the project in the following passage: “It was moving
to listen to the childhood memories of Mr. Walter Morgen-
besser. 1 like one of his thoughts: today’s children and youth
should value the fact that they can study history at school
from their textbooks, sitting behind school desks, because
not everyone has this privilege...he himself had to experi-
ence history on his own “skin”. Thoughts like these compel
each one of us to contemplate about events, which have
taken place in our town, and not only in our town, during
World War Two and about the faith of our “lost neigh-
bors”. And we should also realize that these events do not
only concern a specific part of the society - the Jews. But
that they concern us all. We all constitute this society and
we all share the same history irrespective of race, religion,
etc. This is only one of many thoughts that have caught my
interest at the meeting”. New Voices of Spi$, no. 11, 6. 11.
2007, p. 3.
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Tabulu v priestoroch skoly odhalil pan Morgenbesser, ¢cim sme sa stali vobec
prvou $kolou na Slovensku, v ktorej sa takato tabula ako kultiirna pamiatka
nachadza.

Medzinarodny seminar, na ktorom sme prezentovali vysledky vyskumu
o detskych obetiach holkaustu, pokracoval slavnostnym prijatim vzacnych
hosti primatorom mesta Spi$ska Nova Ves v priestoroch radnice mesta.
V popoludnajsich hodinach sa konala poklona obetiam holokaustu pri mar-
tyriu na mestskom cintorine a otvorenie obnoveného zidovského cintorina,
kde zaznela modlitba za mftvych Kadis.

Pri tejto prilezitosti sme vydali informac¢nu skladacku Z dejin Zidovskej
nabozenskej obce v Spisskej Novej Vsi, kde st zverejnené zakladné udaje
o zidovskych obyvateloch nasho mesta.

Byvali Ziaci nadej $koly sa rozhodli natocit o tomto projekte dokumentar-
ny film v spolupraci s regionalnou TV Reduta.

Ohlasy na projekt:

Ako sa vyjadril za vietkych ucastnikov projektu Maro§ Salanci: ,, Bolo
dojimavé pocuvat zazitky z detstva pana Waltera Morgenbessera. Pdcila sa
mi jeho myslienka, ktorti vyslovil, Ze deti a mladez dnesnej doby, by si mali
vazit to, Ze sa mozu dejiny ucit v skole z ucebnic, v skolskych laviciach, pretoze
niektori to stastie nemali... on ich musel zaZivat na vlastnej kozi. To priniiti
kazdého z nds aspon na chvilu zamysliet sa nad udalostami, ktoré sa odohrali
v nasom meste a nielen v iom pocas druhej svetovej vojny a na osudy ,, stra-
tenych susedov”. A mali by sme si uvedomit, Ze to nie je zdleZitost, ktord sa
tyka len urcitej casti spolocnosti, totiz Zidov. Tyka sa to nds vsetkych. My vsetci
tvorime spolocnost. A dejiny mdme spolocné, bez ohladu na rasu, vierovyzna-
nie a pod. Aj takéto svedectvo som si odniesol z tohto podujatia“ (Nové Spisské
hlasy, ¢. 11, 6. 11. 2007, s. 3).

é

Pocet a vek Studentov
realizujucich projekt:

26 Ziakov vo veku 15 - 18
rokov

b X

Cielova skupina:

Projektu sa zucastnili mladi
ludia - stredoSkolski Stu-
denti, ale bol urceny Sirse;
verejnosti.

ﬁ
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Educator:
PhDr. Ruzena Kormosova

School: )
Grammar School, Skolska
7, Spisska Nova Ves

Teaches courses: his-
tory, advanced historical
seminar for 3@ and 4"
grades and additional his-
tory classes for 4" grade
students.

ﬁ
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Expected results of the
project:

Publish the collection of
stories and present the
results of our research,
which focused on the
Holocaust and on the life
of the Spisska Nova Ves
Jewish minority as well as
from other parts of the
region. The stories would
be published on the 65"
anniversary of the end of
World War Two.

Pedagogic and didactic

aims:

1. To map a relatively
unknown part of our
town'’s history and
respectfully commem-
orate victims of the
Holocaust.

2. Students learn how to
work in a team.

3. To fight bias and stere-
otypes towards minori-
ties, to help eliminate
manifestations of anti-
Semitism, xenophobia,
intolerance, and rac-
ism among youth.

ﬁ
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ON THE FOOTPRINTS OF MEMORY

Project’s content/summary:

The aim of the project was to engage students of our Grammar School
into writing, assembling, and publishing a collection of stories based on
the life of former Jewish students of our Grammar School and students of
the Jewish school in Spisska Nova Ves. By doing so, we wanted to retain
the memory of children who died in the Holocaust. At the same time we
wanted to record memories of the last living child survivors from our town
and region, who have survived the atrocities of concentration camps. We
also decided to address The Hidden Children for the project. To document
the tragedy of the Holocaust, which took place in our local environment.
To enhance international cooperation and share knowledge about the tragic
events of war with our partner school in Poland.

Description of project preparations, realization, and evaluation:

During the preparation phase we created a project coordinating team.
The main sponsor of the project was Mgr. Jozef Kacenga, Director of our
Grammar School, and PhDr. Ruzena Kormos$ova (history teacher and aca-
demic advisor) became the project’s pedagogical coordinator. Bc. Svetlana
Holotnakova (parent) was the project’s financial manager and Maria Volna
(18-years-old) was the student coordinator. The following students were
members of the 9-member realization team: Maro$ Salanci (19-years-old
- technical assistance), Katarina Chalupecka (17-years-old - administra-
tive manager), Jana Henkrichova (17-years-old - archivist and photo docu-
mentation), Nikola Tulisova (17-years-old - PR manager). Other members
of the team: Ivana Holotnakova (15-years-old) Jana Volna (18-years-old),
Marianna Sendejova (17-years-old), and Maro$ Guoth (19-years-old). The
team was composed of those students of our Grammar School on Skolska
St. in SpiSska Nova Ves, who have shown interest in the history of our town’s
Jewish community, have participated on restoring the Spisska Nova Ves
Jewish cemetery (as a part of the project Restoring the Magic of a Histori-
cal Heritage Site), presented the project Lost Neighbors - In the Honor of
Child Victims of the Holocaust to elementary school students (Kozuchova
Elementary School in Spisska Nova Ves), and they took part in a project
for Slovak high school students “Zilina ~Auschwitz” (September 2009) and
visited an authentic site.

We worked out the project’s timetable, budget, and applied for a grant
of the CSOB Financial Fund Foundation and Foundation Pontis. The grant
committee placed our project among the 22 most successful Slovak projects
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Meno ucitelky:
PhDr. Ruzena Kormosova

Skola: .
Gymnazium, Skolska 7,
Spisska Nova Ves

PO STOPACH PAMATI Predmety, ktoré uci real-
ne a ku ktorym sa projekt
viazal:

Obsahova napln projektu: Dejepis, seminar z dejepisu

pre 3. a 4. ro¢nik a rozsiru-

Cielom projektu bolo zapojit Ziakov gymndazia do pisania, zostavenia Pre . d o >
pro) bo) &Y p juci dejepis pre 4. rocnik.

a vydania knihy pribehov o byvalych zidovskych gymnazistoch a ziakoch
Zidovskej ludovej $koly Spisskej Novej Vsi. Tymto spésobom sme chceli za-
chovat pamiatku deti, ktoré zahynuli pocas holokaustu. Zaroven sme chceli

zaznamenat spomienky poslednych detskych obeti z nasho mesta a okolia, \ J

ktoré prezili hrozy koncentracnych taborov, oslovit ukryvané deti. Zdoku-
mentovat tragédiu holokaustu, fenoménu 20. storocia, v nasom lokdlnom f \
prostredi. Podporit medzinarodnu spolupracu a vymenit si poznatky o tra-

gédii vojnovych udalosti so zZiakmi z partnerskej skoly v Polsku. Feii gl atliaiee

ciele:

Ocakavané vysledky projektu: Vydanie publikacie a prezentovanie zis- 1. Zmapovanie méalo
tenych poznatkov o historickom obdobi, ako aj o Zivote zZidovskej minority znamej historie nas-
v Spisskej Novej Vsi a jej okoli pri prilezitosti 65. vyrocia ukoncenia druhej ho mesta a dostojné
svetovej vojny $irokej verejnosti. pripomenutie obeti

holokaustu.
o N . . 2. Naucit icastnikov pra-

Popis pripravy, realizacie a yyhodnotenie projektu: covat v time.

V pripravnej faze sme vytvorili projektovy tim. Hlavnym garantom 3. Odbdranie predsudkov
projektu bol Mgr. Jozef Kacenga, riaditel skoly a pedagogickym koordina- a stereotypov k fudom
torom PhDr. Ruzena Kormo3$ova, ucitelka dejepisu a vychovnd poradkyna. Inej minority, napo-

maéahanie eliminovaniu

Manazérom finanéného zabezpecenia bola Bc. Svetlana Holotﬁékové (rodi¢) Drejavoy antisemitiz-

a Studentskym koordinatorom Maria Volna (18 rokov). Clenmi 9-¢lenného mu, xenofébie, intole-
Studentského realizacného timu boli: Maro$ Salanci (19 rokov — technické rancie a rasizmu medzi
zabezpecenie), Katarina Chalupecka (17 rokov — manazer administrativy), mladymi fudmi.

Jana Henkrichova (17 rokov - archivarka a fotodokumentacia), Nikola Tu- } {
lisové (17 rokov — manazér publicity). Clenmi timu dalej boli: Ivana Holot-

nakova (15 rokov) Jana Volna (18 rokov), Marianna Sendrejova (17 rokov) Pocet a vek Studentov

a Maro$ Guoth (19 rokov). I§lo o skupinu $tudentov Gymndzia na Skolskej realizujucich projekt:

ulici v Spisskej Novej Vsi, ktori sa zaujimaju o histdriu zidovskej komunity ?&kélj kovvoveku'1> - 18

v meste Spisska Nova Ves, podielali sa na obnove zidovského cintorina * ' *

v Spisskej Novej Vsi v projekte Obnovme caro historickej pamiatky, pripravi-

li prezentaciu projektu Strateni susedia — Pocta detskym obetiam holokaustu Metodologické pristupy:

pre Ziakov ZS Kozuchova v Spisskej Novej Vsi v priestoroch nasej skoly Postupovali sme podla
a zucastnili sa projektu pre ziakov SS na Slovensku Zilina — Auschwitz planu aktivit. V decembri
v septembri 2009 s navstevou autentického miesta. 2009 a januari 2010 sme

Vypracovali sme ¢asovy harmonogram projektu, rozpocet a poziadali pracovali na rukopisoch,
YP vy gram proj p p vo februéri 2010 sme spra-

o grant Nada¢ny fond CSOB Financnej skupiny v Naddcii Pontis. Hod- covévali archivne pramene
notiaca komisia nas zaradila medzi 22 najlepsich projektov na Slovensku kompletizovali jednotlivé '
a poskytla finan¢né prostriedky na realizaciu projektu v sume 1600 eur. pribehy, robili jazykové
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Number and age of stu-
dents participating on the
project:

31 students between the
age of 15 and 18.

_
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Methodology:

We followed the predeter-
mined plan of activities.
Between December 2009
and January 2010 we com-
pleted the manuscripts, in
February 2010 we worked
with archival sources, com-
pleted individual stories,
conducted language as
well as content editing. We
established contact with
survivors, we asked them
to authorize their stories
(February - March 2010)
and prepared photo-
graphic material. Due to
the fact that we commu-
nicated with those, who
shared their stories with us
- many of them living far
away (Canada, Australia,
Israel, Hungary, Czech
Republic) - we needed to
delay all deadlines at least
by a month. Because of
this, the time we had for
assembling the publica-
tion, graphic layout, and
the actual printing of the
publication was shortened.
The final language editing
was done by our Slovak
language teachers. Mgr.
Monika Pirh&cové wrote
the English resume. The
book was limited to 60
pages.

By April 2010 we began
completing the publica-
tion, prepared necessary
material for completing the
graphic layout, and asked
the Holocaust Documen-
tation Center Director to
write the book’s introduc-
tion. We also addressed
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and granted us financial support of 1600 euro. In order to secure full fund-
ing, we also applied for financial support of other donors - the state, NGOs,
and parents of our students.

The following organizations provided academic supervision for our
project: The Holocaust Documentation Center in Bratislava — PhDr. Monika
Vrzgulova, CSc., The Hidden Child Slovakia — Kosice group - JUDr. Eva
Béckerova, and the following partners: Lyceum Ogolnoksztalcace Stary Satz,
Poland, Mgr. Andrzej Sojka — Deputy Director, Association of parents and
Civil Association EPEUS operating at our Grammar School in Spisska Nova
Ves. The town’s mayor PhDr. Jan Volny, PhD took auspices over our project.

The project was realized between September 2009 and June 2010 during
the advanced history seminar as well as during our free time. In the course
of six months, 31 students got actively involved in the project (authored of
stories and art work).

We regularly posted information about our project on the school’s wall-
board, we participated at a methodological training for history teachers from
our region where we informed our colleagues about the project and other
related activities.

Project results and outputs:

On June 4™, 2010 we organized the concluding seminar, which was at-
tended by: representatives of CSOB, the town of Spisska Nova Ves (PhDr.
Miroslav Seme$, PhD., deputy mayor a member of the Educational Board
of the Kosice region), representative of The Hidden Child Slovakia - KoSice
branch (MUDr. Valter Bauer), as well as several authors of published mem-
oirs prof. Ing. Arch. Peter Havas, PhD., doc. RNDr. Denisa Nikodemova,
PhD. from Bratislava, and Karol Majernik from Spi§ska Nova Ves. On this
occasion we also launched our book - a collection of stories - by symboli-
cally scattering a handful of Spisskd Nova Ves soil over its cover. As a part
of this seminar, Dr. Maro$ Borsky (Slovak Center for Jewish Cultural Herit-
age) gave a lecture about Slovak Jewish cultural heritage. Also, prior to the
seminar, in cooperation with the local cemetery administration, we installed



Prostriedky nam boli kratené, preto sme oslovili dalsich donorov zo $tatnej
samospravy, mimovladne organizdcie a rodicov nasej skoly.

Odbornymi garantmi projektu boli Dokumentacné stredisko holokaustu
v Bratislave — PhDr. Monika Vrzgulova, CSc., organizacia The Hidden Child
Slovakia - skupina Kosice — JUDr. Eva Backerova a partneri: Liceum Ogol-
noksztalcace Stary Satz Polsko, Mgr. Andrzej Sojka — zastupca RS, ZdruZzenie
rodi¢ov a Ob¢ianske zdruzenie EPEUS pri Gymnaziu Skolska 7, Spisska
Nova Ves. Zastitu nad nasim projektom prevzal primator mesta PhDr. Jan
Volny, PhD.

Projekt bol realizovany od decembra 2009 do jina 2010 v rdmci
dejepisného kruzku a dalsom volnom case. V priebehu siestich mesiacov
sme do projektu aktivne zapojili 31 ucastnikov (autorov pribehov a vytvar-
nych prac).

O projekte sme priebezne informovali na nastenke $koly, zacastnili sme
sa metodického dna ucitelov dejepisu nasho okresu, kde sme informovali
o nasom projekte a dalsich aktivitach.

Vysledky/vystupy projektu:

Dna 4. juna 2010 sme zorga-
nizovali za ucasti hlavného po-
skytovatela grantu — zastupcov
CSOB, mesta Spisska Nova Ves
(PhDr. Miroslav Semes, PhD.,
zastupca primatora mesta a
¢len $kolskej komisie Kosického
samospravneho kraja), zastupcu
The Hidden Child Slovensko -
pobocka Kosice (MUDr. Valter
Bauer) a niektorych autorov
spomienok prof. Ing. arch. Petra
Havasa, PhD. a doc. RNDr. De-
nisy Nikodemovej, PhD. z Bra-
tislavy a Karola Majernika zo
Spisskej Novej Vsi zavere¢ny
seminar. Na nom sme knihu
uviedli do zZivota hrudou spis-
skonovoveskej zeme.
V ramci semindra odznela
prednaska Dr. Marosa Borského
(Slovenské centrum zidovského
kultirneho dedic¢stva) o zidov-
skom kultirnom dedicstve na
Slovensku.
V ramci pripravy semindra
sme Vv spolupraci so Spravou
cintorinov v Spisskej Novej Vsi
nainstalovali informacnu tabulu

PO STOPACH PAMATI

Ruzena Kormosovi a koleluiv

a odborné korektury. Kon-
taktovali sme prezivsich,
poziadaliich o autorizo-
vanie pribehov (februar

- marec 2010) a pripravili
fotograficky material. Ked-
ze sme museli komuniko-
vat s pamatnikmi, ktorf ziju
mimo Slovenska (Kanada,
Australia, Izrael, Madarsko,
Nemecko, Cesko), posunu-
li sa vSetky predpokladané
terminy priblizne o mesiac.
Tym sa skratil ¢as na zosta-
venie, grafické spracovanie
a tla¢ knihy. O zaverec¢né
Jjazykové korektury sme
poziadali vyucujucich
slovenskéno jazyka. Mgr.
Monika Pirh&cova napfsala
anglické resumé. Pocet
stran knihy bol obmedzeny
na 60.

V aprili 2010 sme zaca-

li kompletizovat knihu,
vytvorili sme zrkadlo pre
grafika a oslovili riaditelku
DSH s prosbou o napisa-
nie Uvodu. Poziadali sme

o recenziu PhDr. Katarinu
Hradskd, PhD. z Historické-
ho Ustavu SAV v Bratislave
Vo februari 2010 sa usku-
tocnilo pracovné stretnutie
s polskym kolegom, ucite-
lom A. Sojkom zo Starého
Satzu a jeho Ziakmi. Do-
hodli sme ich prezentéciu
problematiky holokaustu
vich regiéne na péde
nasej Skoly. A. Sojku a jeho
troch Ziakov sme pozvali
na zaverecny seminar.

Na vyucovacich hodinach
kultdry a umenia bola
vyhlasena v spolupraci

s vyucujucou estetickej vy-
chovy Mgr. Annou Timko-
vou sUtaz o vytvarny navrh
obalky nasej knihy. Prace
sme vyhodnotili, odmenili
a jednotlivé kresby sme
vyuzili vo vnutri knihy ako
ilustracie. Na obalku sme
pouzili umeleckd fotografiu
z paméatného miesta
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PhDr. Katarina Hradska,
PhD. of the Institute of
History, Slovak Academy
of Sciences to write the
review of our book.

In February 2010 we or-
ganized a working meeting
with our Polish colleague

- educator A. Sojka from
Stary Satz and his students.
We made arrangements
for them to give a presen-
tation at our school about
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an informative plaque of the Slovak Jewish Cultural Heritage Route on one
of the walls of the reconstructed Jewish cemetery. In the end, our Polish
partners were unable to present the results and travel to Spi$ due to a recent
flood in the area.

After having evaluated the project, we distributed mandatory copies to
assigned institutions. Copies of the book were also sent to our partners as
well as to those who helped us publish these stories. We also created a wall-
board dedicated to our project and students who took part on the project
were publicly complimented by the headmaster and given a book award in
the end of the school year.

Outcome of the project: publication On the Footsteps of Memory.

First part of the book is dedicated to the memory of our town’s Jewish
community. It contains an introductory study by PhDr. Ruzena Kormosova
Jewish community and education in Spis$ska Nova Ves.

It is a summary of the Jewish history of our town. Jews
came here in the 1850s and in 1872 established the Jewish
Religious Community. The book depicts the evolution of
Jewish education, teachers and students at high schools
and it emphasizes the connection between Jewish stu-
dents and our Grammar School, which had lasted until
World War Two. This was a time when many government
regulations regarding Jewish students had been enacted
and eventually deportations of young girls, boys and en-
tire families to concentration camps followed.

The second part of the book is composed of 17 sto-
ries, which are connected to the history of our town. The
stories depict the lives of concrete Jewish families in our
town prior to the war, they document the first manifesta-
tions of anti-Semitism, anti-Jewish legislation, and depict
deportations of young citizens of Spisska Nova Ves to
various concentration camps. Authors of the stories also
focused on destinies of hidden children, who honor their
saviors until today. In addition to fifteen biographic sto-
ries, the book also tells the story of the Spisska Nova Ves
Torah, which had found its way to Northwood & Pinner
Liberal synagogue in London. The story of a lost album
of family photographs concludes the publication.

Target group:

The project was a result of the work of young people
- high school students and its outcome is meant to target
the entire general public. The students became involved
in the process of searching for and putting together piec-
es of information and memories, which they managed to
transform into complex stories and they actively partici-
pated on preparing the manuscript. As PhDr. Monika
Vrzgulova, CSc. explains in her introduction to our book



Slovenskej cesty zidovského kulturneho dedicstva. K prezentovaniu vysku- Auschwitz-Birkenau, ktord
mu polskych partnerov nakoniec nedoslo, pretoze nemohli docestovat pre v roku 2007 vyhotovila
povoden, ktora v uvedeny den zasiahla Spis. dnes uz nasa byvala stu-

Po vyhodnoteni projektu sme poslali povinné vytlacky zakonom sta- (éjg\r/gkz; E:gkL,JV] Qa&)lr;a Gallovi

novenym institiciam. Kniha bola zaslana partnerom a fudom, ktori nam Tla¢ knihy - oslovili sme
pomohli zverejnit pribehy, vSetkym, kto ndm pomohol v naSom projekte, s ponukou na grafické
tieZ sme ju venovali institicidm v naSom meste (kniZnica, mazeum, archiv), spracovanie a tlac firmy

. .. . C s " oy s v Spisskej Novej Vsi (roz-
aby bola k dispozicii verejnosti a skolam k vyuzitiu vo vyucbe. Vytvorili hodli sme sa pre RIVERU,

sme nastenku o projekte a odmenili autorov pribehov kniznou odmenou st.0.), poZiadali o ISBN

a verejnou pochvalou riaditelom skoly pred ziakmi gymnazia na konci Slovenskd narodnd knizni-
$kolského roka. cu. Néklad knihy bol 200
kusov. Na prebale knihy

a v jej tirdzi sme uviedli
hlavného poskytovatela
grantu - Nadacny fond

Cielova skupina:
Projektu sa zucastnili mladi Tudia - stredoskolski studenti, ale jeho

vysledok je urceny 3irsej verejnosti. Ziaci boli zaangazovani v procese hla- CSOB. Finan¢nej skupiny
dania a skladania jednotlivych informacii a spomienok do pribehov, boli v Nadacii Pontis.
aktivnou sucastou celej pripravy rukopisu. Aj tato skuto¢nost, ako uvadza Medializacia projektu -

o vysledkoch nadej ¢innosti
na projekte sme sa rozhod-
li informovat Sirsiu verej-

PhDr. Monika Vrzgulova, CSc. v uvode nazvanom Minulost plna Iudskych
pribehov nas presvied¢a, zZe ,,$tudenti, ktori sa tohto patrania zucastnili,

st uz navzdy zmeneni zistenim, Ze historia, to st predovsetkym konkrét- nost tym, Ze sme vytvorili
ni ludia s tGzbami, radostami i starostami, niekedy podobnymi a inokedy webstranku s logom CSOB
diametralne odli$nymi, ako st tie ich. Praca na tomto vyskume a pisanie v Nadacii Pontis na http://
pribehov mladych badatelov nesporne obohatilo odborne i ludsky* www.gymsnv.sk/pages/

[ . . 1 . , projekty/po_stopach_pama-

Nas projekt sme predstavili v oktobri 2010 na medzinarodnom stretnuti ti/index.html

slovenskych ucitelov — absolventov vzdelavacich seminarov v Izraeli, USA a zorganizovali zavere¢ny
a Terezine, ktory organizovalo Dokumentac¢né stredisko holokaustu. Pol medzinarodny seminar.
dna z trojdnového podujatia stravili ucastnici seminara v priestoroch nasej Pripravili sme relaciu do

lokalnej TV Reduta, napi-
sali ¢lanok do Informatora
- kultdrno-spolocenského

$koly za ucasti pani Chavy Baruch - pracovnicky Medzinarodnej $koly Jad
Vasem z Izraela, zastupcov Ministerstva Skolstva SR a dalsich hosti z nasho

mesta. V novembri 2010 sme sa ztucastnili na pozvanie Vzdelavacieho mesacnika mesta Spigska

a kulttrneho centra Zidovského muzea v Prahe medzinarodnej $tudent- Nova Ves a tyzdennika

skej konferencie Zmizeli sousedé po deseti létech, ktora sa konala za tcasti Korzar.

kultirneho atagé Velvyslanectva USA v Ceskej republike Davida Gainera } *
v New York Univerzite v Prahe. Pri tejto prileZitosti sme odovzdali kdpie Vysledok projektu:

Kniha Po stopach pamati
Prvéa Cast knihy je venovana
pamiatke zidovskej komu-

nasej knihy organizatorom podujatia a ztcastnili sa besedy s rezisérom
Lubosom Pribylom, autorom filmového dokumentu Zapomenuté trans-

porty. Stretli sme sa tieZ s pani Ditou Hajnou, ktord ndm poskytla spo- nity v nagom meste. Tvorf
mienky pre prvy pribeh nasej knihy. ju vodna studia PhDr.
Ruzeny Kormosove] pod
Ohlasy na projekt knihy: nazvom Z|dov$l<a komunita
Kniha bola velmi pozitivne prijata vedenim skoly, nasho mesta i od- b olki v Spiksie) Nove
o L : ; g ) . Vsi. Podava kratku historiu
delenim skolstva Kos$ického samospravneho kraja. Krasne listy uznania pbsobenia Zidov v nagom
sme dostali od prezivsich a pribuznych obeti, ktori kontaktovali autorov meste, ktorf sem prisli v 50.
pribehov. Prihlasili sa nam dal$i pamitnici. Naklad knihy bol maly a z4u- rokoch 19. storocia a v roku

jem presahoval nase moznosti. Kniha bola v priebehu niekolkych mesiacov 1872 tu zaloZli Zidovskd
nabozensku obec. Kniha

,,rozchytana.. Ukalzala sa tiez po‘freba V}ftvc?r’enla slove’n?ko—anghcke) verzie, opisuje vivoj Zidovského
nakolko deti obeti holokaustu uz neovladaja slovensky jazyk. ¢kolstva, pdsobenie uitelov
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the history of their region
during the Holocaust.

A. Sojka and his three stu-
dents were invited to our
final seminar.

During culture and art
classes we, together with
the esthetics class teacher,
announced a competition
for the best art layout,
which would be put on the
book’s cover. We evaluated
the submitted works and
put them into the book as
illustrations. We chose to
put an artistic photograph
of Auschwitz - Birkenau
on the cover. The author
of this photograph is our
former student Bc. Martina
Callovi¢ova.

Printing the book:

We contacted a local
graphic layout company
from SpiSska Novéa Ves
(RIVERU, s r. 0.), asked the
Slovak National Library to
allocated us an ISBN num-
ber. The book was pub-
lished in 200 copies. The
name of our key patron

- CSOB Financial Group
of the Pontis Foundation -
was published on the book
cover.

Media coverage:

We decided to inform

the general public about
activities connected to the
project by creating a web-
site with the logo of CSOB
in Foundation Pontis and
we organized an interna-
tional concluding seminar.
A report about our project
was also broadcasted in
the local TV Reduta, we
published an article in The
Informer - a socio-cultural
monthly magazine of
Spisska Nova Ves, and in
the weekly Korzar.

_
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History full of Human Stories “students who have taken part in this search
have been changed forever by the discovery, that history is, above all, about
specific people, their desires, joy and worries, which are sometimes the same
and, at other times, completely different from those of today’s youth. Stu-
dent’s participation on research and writing stories undoubtedly enriched
these young people both as humans as well as scholars.”

We presented our project in October 2010 at an international meeting
of Slovak educators — graduates of educational seminars in Israel, USA, and
Terezin, which was organized by the Holocaust Documentation Center.
Half day of the seminar was held in the premises of our school and was at-
tended by Mrs. Chava Baruch - employee of the International School at Yad
Vashem, Israel, representatives of the Ministry of Education and other guests
from our town. In November 2010 we were invited by the Educational and
Cultural Center of the Jewish Museum in Prague to participate at an inter-
national student conference Lost Neighbours After Ten Years (at New York
University, Prague), which was attended by the cultural attaché of the US
Embassy to the Czech Republic, David Gainer. On this occasion, we present-
ed a copy of our book to the organizers of this event and took part in
a discussion with the director and author of the documentary film Forgotten
Deportations, Lubo$ Pribyla.



Marianna Sendrejova - 17 rokov, ¢lenka projektového timu, sa o vysled-
ku nasho projektu vyjadrila nasledovne: ,,Kniha Po stopdch pamdti mi umoz-
nila nahliadnut do Zivota ludi, ktori sit vynimocni. Ich tragickd mladost sa
stala mementom pre ludi nasej doby. Podla miia je kaZdy pribeh
v tejto knihe jedinecny. Som si istd, Ze tdto knizka pomohla, pomdha
a pomoze nam — ludom dnesnej doby vdzit si aj tie najmensie malickosti
v nasom Zivote. Aby sme nezabudli na to, co md pre nds skutocnii hodnotu
- kazdé laskavé slovo, kazdé objatie a pohladenie od 0sob, ktoré sii pre nds
dolezité. Ludia, ktori prezili holokaust pochopili, aky tizasny zdzrak skryva to
jednoduché slovo na pét pismen - slovo Zivot. Mala som moZnost stretniit sa aj
s ludmi, ktorych pribehy sii zapisané v tejto knihe. Ich prvé pocity, ktoré mali
po uvedenti tejto knihy do Zivota, boli neopisatelné. Som si istd, Ze nielen pre
mia to bol neskutocne silny zazitok. Na ich tvdrach sa objavilo zopdr lesklych
slziciek. No neboli to slzy smiitku pre to aky bol ich Zivot. Boli to slzy stastia,
radosti a vdaky. Boli vdacni, za tento zdzracny okamih, ako to sami neskor
nazvali. Som velmi rada a vdacnd za to, Ze sme tento zdzrak spolocnymi silami
vytvorili.

Ucastnici projektu si velmi vaZia, Ze zdsluhou pani Evy Bickerovej, ¢len-
ky ravensbriického vyboru, ktord vybavila v nadacii Dr. Hansche Stiftung
hradenie pobytu, sa mohli siedmi autori pribehov a ich profesorka ztcastnit
6. fora generacii, ktoré sa konalo v auguste 2010 v Ravensbriicku. Tu mali
v osobnom rozhovore a v diskusnych skupinach moznost blizsie spoznat
osudy pana Petra Havasa a pani Evy Béckerovej, ako aj dalsich troch preziv-
$ich priamo na autentickom mieste. Zaujimavé bolo stretnutie s rovesnikmi
z Drazdan a poucny program pripraveny organizatormi v Berline. Vratili
sme sa domov s uplne novymi zdzitkami a poznatkami, ktoré sa inak, ako
osobnou skusenostou, ziskat nedaju.

a ziakov na strednych Sko-
lach s dérazom na spojitost
zidovskych ziakov s tunaj-
sfm gymnéaziom,a to az

do obdobia druhej sve-
tovej vojny, ktoré v tejto
oblasti prinieslo mnozstvo
vladnych obmedzeni pre
Zidovskych Studentov a na-
pokon aj nutené deportacie
mladych dievcat, chlapcov,
aj celych rodin do koncen-
tracnych taborov.

Druhu Cast knihy tvorf 17
pribehoy, ktoré su spaté

s dejinami ndsho mesta.
Pribehy predstavuju Zivot
konkrétnych zidovskych
rodin v meste pred vojnou,
dokumentuju prvé prejavy
antisemitizmu, priblizujd
obmedzenia pre Zidov

a osobnymi autentickymi
svedectvami aj transporty
mladych ludf zo SpiSskej
Novej Vsi do koncentrac-
nych taborov. Autori pri-
behov venovali pozornost
aj ukryvanym detom, ktoré
s velkou Uctou spominaju
na svojich zachrancov.
Patnast zivotnych osudov
doplna opisanie osudu
Tory zo spiSskonovoveskej
synagogy, ktora sa napokon
dostala az do Northwood
& Pinner Liberal synagogy
v Londyne. Zaver patri pri-
behu zabudnutého albumu
rodinnych fotografif.

E
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Name of educator:
Mgr. Marek Marjov

School:
Joint School Kollarova 17,
078 01 Secovce

Courses taught by educa-
tor and courses related to
the project: history, social
sciences

E
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Description of project
preparations, realization,
and evaluation:

We prepared the project
as a part of the newly-
established course on
the Zemplin region. We
gained necessary historical
sources from the State
Regional Archive in Tre-
bisov, as well as from the
archives and testimonies
of those, we had coope-
rated with.

The project was evaluated
at the conference held at
our school in Secovce,
which was attended by
students and educators
from local schools as well
as representatives of the
town’s administration.

Methodology:

During the realization
phase of our project, we
employed various meth-
odology, such as drama
performances, research
(working with archival
documents and personal
testimonies), and team
work.

a
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LIVING TESTIMONIES

Project’s content/summary:

Every person should have basic knowledge of at least a part of their
town’s or village’s history. In the past, our town Secovce used to be a signifi-
cant craft and trade center of the Zemplin region. Prior to World War One
as well as during the inter-war period, almost every store in our small town
was owned by a Jewish family. Today, it is only the Jewish cemetery, which
reminds us of the former Jewish inhabitants of Secovce.

The main reason why we decided to focus on this topic was, that it is only
the oldest citizens who can recall what life was like having Jewish citizens
live in the town. The young generation does not even realize that the house,
which their family currently lives in, might have belonged to a Jewish family
prior to their deportation. Or that maybe their parent’s store once used to be
a place of vibrant business life “coordinated” by the Jewish community.

We also wanted to depict the feelings and thoughts of those, who sur-
vived the atrocities of World War Two and provided us their personal testi-
mony.

In the beginning of our search for the unfortunate and cruel history of
the Jews we had no idea what we were going to discover - a peaceful life be-
fore the war, stressful and unbelievable times during the war, or the destruc-
tion of the Jewish community in our town.

While researching this topic we discovered a lot of new information,
which deepened and enriched our knowledge of the topic. Many inhabitants
of our town do not even know that approximately one third of our inhabit-
ants used to be Jews.

We were stunned by meeting those who witnessed these events. This was
due to the fact, that their testimonies retracted us directly into the events,
which had taken place over 67 years ago.

During the course of the project, we “witnessed” a turn-over in the de-
velopment of our town and understood how people act in critical moments.
Those who have survived, cry at the thought of what they had to go through
and the fact that their relatives perished during the war. Each survivor has
his/her story and has to learn to live with it.

The goal of our work was to point out and show the public that we
should not forget the past, which can teach us many lessons. We should
rather learn a lesson from what had taken place and never make the same or
similar mistakes.

Our project’s aim was to collect as many documents as possible concern-
ing the solution to the Jewish question in Secovce during World War Two.



ZIVE SVEDECTVA

Obsahova napln projektu:

Kazdy ¢lovek by mal poznat aspon trochu minulost mesta, ¢i dediny,

v ktorej Zije. NaSe mestecko Secovce patrilo v minulosti k vyznamnym ob-
chodno-remeselnickym centrdm na Zempline. Takmer kazdy obchod

v tomto mestecku patril Zidovskej rodine. Bolo tomu tak v obdobi pred
prvou svetovou vojnou, ale aj v medzivojnovom obdobi. Zidov v Se¢ovciach
nam pripomina uz len zidovsky cintorin.

Dovod, preco sme sa zamerali prave na tato problematiku, bol ten, Ze
v nasom mestecku na zidov spominaju uz len najstarsi obyvatelia. Mlada
generdcia si ani neuvedomuje, Ze dom, v ktorom byva so svojou rodinou, je
mozno dom, v ktorom zila zidovska rodina pred deportaciami alebo, ze ob-
chod, ktory vlastnia rodicia dnes, moze byt priestorom, v ktorom prebiehal
¢uly obchodny ruch ,,pod zidovskou taktovkou®

Tiez sme chceli pribliZit pocity a myslienky Iudi, ktori prezili hrézyplné
udalosti pocas druhej svetovej vojny a vydali ndm osobné svedectvo.

Na zaciatku nasho patrania po krutej a nelutostnej histérii Zidov sme
netusili, ¢o vSetko objavime. Od pokojného Zivota pred vojnou, cez stresuju-
ce a neuveritelné chvile pocas vojny az po zanik zidovskej obce v meste.

Pri spracovavani tejto témy sme ziskali mnoho novych informacii, ktoré
nds velmi obohatili a rozsirili nas§ obzor. Vela obyvatelov nd$ho mesta ani
nevie, ze zidia tvorili asi tretinu jeho populacie.

Stretnutie s priamymi svedkami tychto udalosti nas ohromilo, pretoze
ich svedectvom sme boli vtiahnuti priamo do deja udalosti spred viac ako
67 rokov.

Ide tu aj o zvrat vo vyvoji mesta, o poznanie, ako sa Iudia chovajua v kri-
tickych chvilach. Ti, ktori prezili, pri pomysleni na minulost placu preto, ze
vojna im vzala najblizsich. Kazdy zachraneny ma svoj vlastny pribeh a musi
s nim Zit.

Cielom nasej prace bolo upozornit a ukazat ludom, Ze by sme nemali
zabudat na minulost, ktora nds mdze vela naucit. Mali by sme si z nej vziat
ponaucenie a nedopustat sa rovnakych a ani len podobnych chyb.

Ulohou nasho projektu bolo zozbierat ¢o najviac dokumentov k proble-
matike rieSenia Zidovskej otazky v Sec¢ovciach pocas druhej svetovej vojny.
Praca s archivnymi materialmi a so svedectvami pamatnikov tej doby bola
pre nas velmi cennou skusenostou.

Pred vojnou zilo v Sec¢ovciach okolo 1055 zidov (Statistika z roku 1930),
po vojne sa do mesta vratilo priblizne 5 zZidovskych rodin. Dnes v Secovciach
nezije ani jeden ¢len Zidovskej komunity. Vacsina z tych, ktori prezili vojnové
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Meno ucitela:
Mgr. Marek Marjov

Skola:

Spojena skola
Kollarova 17,
078 01 Secovce

Predmety, ktoré uci real-
ne a ku ktorym sa projekt
viaze:

Dejepis, obcianska nauka

E
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Popis pripravy, realizacie
a vyhodnotenia projektu:
Priprava projektu sa
uskutocnovala na vyucova-
cich hodinach predmetu
Realie Zemplina. Potrebné
historické pramene sme
ziskali v Statnom okresnom
archive v TrebiSove a tiez

z osobnych archivov a zo
svedectiev [udi, s ktorymi
sme spolupracovali.
Projekt bol vyhodnoteny
formou konferencie

o0 holokauste na pdde Spo-
jenej Skoly v Secovciach za
Ucasti ziakov a pedagogov
secovskych skél a predstavi-
telov mestskej samospravy.

Metodologické pristupy:
Pocas realizacie projek-

tu boli vyuzité viaceré
metodologické pristupy
ako napriklad inscenacna
metoda, vyskumna me-
tdda (praca s archivnymi
dokumentmi, osobné sve-
dectvd) a skupinova praca
Ziakowv.
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Number and age of stu-
dents participating on the
project:

12 between the age

of 17 -18.

S 1

Pedagogic and didactic
aims:

Informative, developing,
formative, and educational.

ﬁ
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Project results and outputs:
Conference on the Holo-
caust called Living Testi-
monies. On November 5,
2010, we presented our
project also to educators
from religious schools
located in the Kosice and
PreSov regions, which
operate under the patron-
age of the Greek-Catholic
Church at the Religious
Vocational High School of
St. Jozafat in TrebiSov.
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Working with archival materials as well as testimonies of witnesses repre-
sented a valuable experience for us.

Approximately 1055 Jews lived in Secovce prior to the war (statistics
from the year 1930) and after the war, only approximately 5 Jewish families
returned to our town. Today, no Jews live in Secovce. Most of those who
had survived the atrocities of war have already passed away. And those, who
were children during the war, now live in Kosice, Spi§ska Nova Ves, but also
abroad (Israel, Germany, Australia).

The result of our creative work was a conference on the Holocaust called
Living Testimonies.

“Human rights are yours as much as they are mine. They send out a clear
message that we cannot strip others of any those rights, which we are all
entitled to. Because rights are as strong as is our will to recognize and protect
the rights of others”. This statement by Eleanor Roosevelt became the motto
of our conference, which took place on March 16, 2010 at our school in
Secovce. Each year in March we commemorate the sad anniversary of the
start of deportations of young Jewish girls from Slovakia to the Nazi concen-
tration camp Auschwitz. This is the main reason why we decided to hold the
conference at this very time.

The program of the conference was very rich. We welcomed distin-
guished guests, natives of Secovce of Jewish origin, who were children in the
time of the Holocaust), and PhDr. Monika Vrzgulova, CSc., Director of the
Holocaust Documentation Center in Bratislava. The event was also attended
by directors and teachers of other schools in our town as well as the mayor
of Se¢ovce RNDr. Monika Béresova.

The conference also provided space for introducing the newly-estab-
lished course The Zemplin Region, which was approved as a part of the
school’s teaching program. This course focuses on the history of the Zemplin
region and the town of Secovce.

The conference was launched by students
attending the new course. They prepared a skit,
which depicted the 1930s - era of the Holocaust
and, at the same time, they presented the history
of Jews in Secovce. Following the skit, the Director
of the Holocaust Documentation Center, PhDr.
M. Vrzgulova, CSc., spoke to the autdience.

Then a discussion on our project Living Tes-
timonies followed with special guests under the
chairmanship of Mgr. M. Marjov. Survirors pre-
sented their testimonies, which had quite an emo-
tional affect on the audience. It is understandable,
that recollections of this era hurt because one does
not talk about those who he/she loved and who
have been killed, unless absolutely necessary. We
were delighted that these guests accepted our invitation to the conference.

It were their testimonies that helped us understand an era when man was
man’s wolf. An era, in which, however, there were also people who risked



utrapy uz zomreli. A ti, ktori
boli vtedy detmi, Ziju dnes

v Kosiciach, Spisskej No-

vej Vsi, ale aj za hranicami
Slovenska (Izrael, Nemecko,
Australia).

Vysledkom nasej tvorivej
prace bola konferencia
o holokauste pod nazvom
Zivé svedectva.

»Ludské prava st tvoje
a moje. Ich posolstvom je
myslienka, Ze nic z toho na co
mdme prdavo sami, nesmierme
upierat druhému, lebo pra-
va st také silné, aka silnd je
nasa ochota uznat a chranit
prava druhych.“ Tento vyrok
Eleonor Rooseveltovej bol
mottom konferencie, ktora
sa konala 16. Marca 2010 na
pode Spojenej skoly v Secov-
ciach. Kazdoro¢ne v marci
si pripominame smutné
vyrocie prvého transportu
mladych Zidovskych dievcat
zo Slovenska do nacistického
koncentracného tabora Auschwitz, a prave preto sme sa rozhodli uskuto¢nit
tuto konferenciu.

Program bol velmi bohaty. Pozvanie prijali vzacni hostia pani Klara M.,
Ing. Arthur N. (se¢ovski rodaci zidovského povodu, ktori ako deti prezili
obdobie holokaustu) a PhDr. Monika Vrzgulova, CSc., riaditelka Dokumen-
tacného strediska holokaustu so sidlom v Bratislave. Podujatia sa ztcastnili
aj riaditelia a ucitelia secovskych $kol a primatorka mesta Sec¢ovce
RNDr. Monika Béresova.

Konferencia bola zaroven prezentaciou nového vyucovacieho predmetu
Readlie Zemplina v ramci $kolského vzdelavacieho programu. Tento predmet
je zamerany na poznavanie historie zemplinskeho regionu a mesta Secovce.

Program otvorili Ziaci, ktori novy predmet navstevovali. Publiku sa pred-
stavili scénkou, ktora divakov voviedla do obdobia tridsiatych rokov
20. storoc¢ia a do obdobia holokaustu, zaroven predstavili historiu zidov
v Secovciach. Potom sa pritomnym prihovorila riaditelka DSH PhDr. M.
Vrzgulova, CSc.

Po tivodnom programe sa uskuto¢nila beseda na tému Zivé svedectva
s pozvanymi hostami, ktord moderoval Mgr. M. Marjov. Secovski rodaci
vyrozpravali svoje Zivotné pribehy, pocas ktorych sa nejednému divakovi
objavila slza na lici. Je isté, Ze spominanie na tito dobu aj zaboli, pretoze
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Pocet a vek Studentov
realizujacich projekt:
12 studentov vo veku
17 - 18 rokov.

_
o

Pedagogické a didaktické

ciele:

o ziskat vedomosti
a poznatky o historii
zidovskej komunity
v Secovciach,

« formovat moralny
postoj Ziakov a preko-
néavat rasové, etnické
a nabozenské pred-
sudky,

» vychova k humanizmu
a tolerancii,

« informativne, instru-
mentalne, rozvijajuce
ciele.

; 5

Pre koho bol projekt
uréeny:

Projekt bol urceny najma
pre ziakov a pedagdgov
Spojenej Skoly v Secov-
ciach, ale aj pre Sirokd
verejnost.

Ohlasy na projekt:
Ohlasy boli velmi pozi-
tivne, o com sveddf aj to,
ze sa nam prihlasili dalsf
pamatnici udalosti rokov
1939 - 1945, ktori chel
s nami spolupracovat.

Skusenost z realizacie
projektu: 5

Praca na projekte Zivé sve-
dectva bola pre nas velmi
pozitivnou a motivacnou
cinnostou, v ktorej chceme
aj nadalej pokracovat. Na
skole by sme chceli zriadit
Pamatnu izbu, v ktorej by
boli zozbierané dokumenty
o Zidovskych obyvateloch
Secoviec.

ﬁ
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Target group:

The project was meant for
students and educators of
the Joint High School in
Secovce as well as for the
general public.

Responses to the project:
Responses to our project
were very positive, which
was underlined by the
fact that additional con-
temporaries of the years
1939 - 1945 contacted us
and expressed interest in
cooperating with us.

Lessons learned from
executing the project:
Working on the Living
Testimonies project was

a very positive and moti-
vating activity for all of us
and thus we would like to
further develop the pro-
ject. Our aim is to establish
a Memorial Room, where
we could locate all assem-
bled documents on Jewish
inhabitants of Secovce.

ﬁ
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their lives and resisted the orders of the time, because humanity in them had
prevailed. It is not possible to entirely document the tragic destiny of our
former fellow citizens. Most of them were killed in the Nazi gas chambers,
some of them died as a result of various diseases, of hunger, exhaustion, and
some have disappeared without a trace. Only a small part of the community
survived the war and settled down elsewhere. They had, and after more than
60 years, they still do not have a place to return to.

The only thing we can do for them as well as for ourselves is not to forget
and not to let anything similar ever happen again.

Project results and outputs:

Conference on the Holocaust called Living Testimonies. On November
5, 2010, we presented our project also to educators from religious schools
located in the Kosice and Pre§ov regions, which operate under the patronage
of the Greek-Catholic Church at the Religious Vocational High School of St.
Jozafat in TrebiSov.
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Vysledky/vystupy projektu:
Hlavnym vystupom projek-
tu bola konferencia o ho-
lokauste pod ndzvom Zivé
svedectva, ktora sa konala
16. 3. 2010 na pode Spoje-
nej Skoly v Secovciach.
Tento projekt bol predsta-
veny aj ucitelom cirkev-
nych 3kdl kosického

a preSovského kraja, ktoré
pbsobia pod patronatom
gréckokatolickej cirkvi
pocas metodického dna
5.11. 2010 na Cirkevnej
strednej odbornej Skole

sv. Jozafata v TrebiSove.

E

v spomienkach sa ¢lovek vracia k ludom, ktorych mal rad a ktorych stratil.
Boli sme velmi radi, Ze nasi mili hostia prijali pozvanie na tuto konferenciu.
Svojim svedectvom nam priblizili obdobie, ked bol ¢lovek ¢loveku vlkom,
hoci predsa nasli sa aj taki, ktori riskovali svoje Zivoty a vzopreli sa moci
doby, pretoze to Iudské v nich zvitazilo. Tragicky osud nasich byvalych
spoluobcanov nie je mozné tplne zdokumentovat. Vacsinu z nich zavrazdili
nacisti v plynovych komorach, ¢ast zomrela na roézne choroby, od hladu
a vycerpania, niektori sa navzdy stratili bez stopy. Iba mala ¢ast z nich prezi-
la a po skonceni vojny sa usadili na inych miestach. Nebolo a ani po viac ako
60 rokoch nie je ku komu ani kde sa vratit.

To jediné, ¢o pre nich, ale aj pre seba dnes mozeme urobit, je nezabudnut
a ni¢ podobné nedopustit.
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Name of educator:
PaedDr. Zuzana Mészaro-
sova

School:
Business Academy,
K. Kittenberger 2, Levice

Courses taught by educa-
tor and courses related
to the project: social sci-
ences, English, human
rights seminar.

ﬁ
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Due to the fact that
this (s an inteinational
project, it needs to be
harmonized with natio-
WMWMW 0grams

tmfwt coun-

ries, %&h n Zlgf case,
are — schools in Poland,

ﬂ,é/ Romania, and Slo-
vakin. Based on the fact
that f/m s a t 0 ect,
it s VfW to find
a mtww balance betwe-
e using modern commun-
nication teoh/wéog/ and,

g educational

activities.

Methodology:
Discussion, controlled de-
bate, internet conferences
or flashmeetings with
project partners, excur-
sion - visit of an authentic
site connected to the
Holocaust, promoting the
project in the media.

ﬁ
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LET’S MEET IN AUSCHWITZ

(teaching about the Holocaust through an international project)

Project’s content/summary:

The project Let’s Meet in Auschwitz is a result of the cooperation be-
tween four European schools — partners to the European eTwinning pro-
gram. It deals with Jewish history and provides a summary of the history of
anti-Semitism. The project focuses on Holocaust victims in partner coun-
tries and, in the end of the day, its ultimate ambition is to facilitate a meeting
of all project partners at the former concentration camp Auschwitz — Birk-
enau in order to commemorate Nazi victims by laying wreaths and lighting
candles at Holocaust victim’s memorials. When visiting the concentration
camp students will record a documentary film, which will serve as a valuable
educational material for other students and which will approximate authen-
tic experience from the visit to others.

Description of project preparations, realization;-and evaluation:

The project Let's Meet in Auschwitz was realized as a part of the eTwin-
ning program, which is managed by the European Schoolnet (EUN), and
aims to support education development and cooperation between European
educators. Planning a project of this kind needs to be carried out in a certain
order:

a) Preparation phase

During this phase we chose the topic and concept of the project. When
choosing topics we needed to take into consideration various factors, such as
the level of knowledge and age of students, school curricula, language of the
project (we chose English language due to the fact that it was an European
project), and the timetable. The project’s planning was subjected to the topic
and also depended on how challenging the project was, on the age of stu-
dents, their knowledge and skills, as well as their level of creativity and social
skills. The plan needed to be flexible enough in order to take into considera-
tion the diversity among different European systems of education.

We divided the project into several phases in order to enable the partici-
pating schools, students, and teachers to stick to the timetable. It is necessary
to stick to the timetable in order to manage all tasks. We identified the pro-
ject’s aims (detailed below), prepared a short summary and a timeline, which
stretched over 6 months. We carried out the project during regular classes
and thus it was necessary for it to comply with the curriculum of each coarse
— which in our case were courses in social sciences, English, and also as



STRETNIME SA V OSVIENCIME

(vyucba o holokauste prostrednictvom medzinarodného projektu)

Obsahova napln projektu:

Projekt Stretnime sa v Osvienc¢ime sa zrodil v tizkej spolupraci so styr-
mi eurdpskymi $kolami zapojenymi do eurépskeho programu eTwinning.
Venuje sa problematike histérie Zidov a priblizuje stru¢né dejiny antisemi-
tizmu. Projekt sa zameriava na obete holokaustu v partnerskych krajindch
a v kone¢nom dosledku jednou z jeho hlavnych ambicii je stretnutie part-
nerov projektu v byvalom koncentracnom tabore Auschwitz-Birkenau, za
ucelom uctenia si pamiatky obeti nacistického vyc¢inania polozenim vencov
a zapalenim sviecok pri pamétnikoch obeti. Pri navsteve koncentra¢ného
tabora $tudenti natoc¢ia dokumentarny film, ktory posluzi ako hodnotny stu-
dijny material pre ostatnych studentov $koly a ktory ma za tlohu sprostred-
kovat autentické zazitky z navstevy tohto autentického pamétného miesta.

Popis pripravy, realizacie a vyhodnotenia projektu:

Projekt Stretnime sa v Osvienc¢ime bol uskuto¢neny v programe eTwin-
ning, ktory je spravovany European Schoolnet (EUN) s ciefom podporovat
rozvoj vzdelavania a spoluprace ucitelov v Europe. Proces vytvarania takého-
to projektu ma urcitd postupnost:

a) Pripravna faza - v tejto faze bola zvolena téma a koncept projektu.
Pri vybere témy sme brali do tivahy také faktory, ako vedomostna uroven
a vek $tudentov, ucebné osnovy, jazyk projektu (kedze islo o eurépsky pro-
jekt zvolili sme si angli¢tinu) a ¢asovy harmonogram. Planovanie projektu
bolo podriadené téme projektu a jeho narocnosti, veku $tudentov, ich vedo-
mostiam a zru¢nostiam, ako i miere ich kreativity a socialnych zruc¢nosti.
Plan musel byt dostato¢ne pruzny, aby bral do tvahy réznorodost vzdelava-
cich systémov v Eurépe.

Projekt sme rozdelili na niekolko faz, aby sa zapojené skoly, Studenti
a ucitelia mohli bez problémov drzat harmonogramu. Harmonogram je
potrebné dodrziavat, aby sa vSetky naplanované ulohy stihli splnit nacas.
Stanovili sme si ciele projektu (uvedené nizsie), jeho kratky popis a dlzku
trvania projektu na Sest mesiacov. Projekt sa uskutoc¢noval v ramci vyucova-
cich predmetov, a preto bolo nevyhnutné, aby korespondoval s ucebnymi
osnovami daného predmetu - v na§om pripade obc¢ianskej nauky, anglické-
ho jazyka a tiez v ramci zaujmového krazku Iudskych prav, ktorého plan sme
si upravili podla poziadaviek projektu. To isté urobili nasi projektovi partne-
ri v ramci predmetov dejepis a ob¢ianska nauka.

é
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Meno ucitelky:
PaedDr. Zuzana Mészaro-
sova

Skola:
Obchodné akadémia,
K. Kittenbergera 2, Levice

Predmety, ktoré uci real-
ne a ku ktorym sa projekt
viazal:

Obcianska nduka, anglic-
ky jazyk, krdzok fudskych
prav.

Kedize ide o medzindrod-
ny makt t&m‘o m/mu /J)/t

mmozrkr www%g

Wfk o/uskoki zrmmzvm
W& - z Po
F;Mmmm Rw%/mwwm
D e hahy el
na Lkétommt Ze ;kfmo
pro et om,
obrebil WZ
1oz,

I/I/i/f/&%zb 2;%&% W‘or
t@dwwéf)jw @ tzzv/fw}/mo

Aktitamil v rimci

vjucly.

Metodologické pristupy:
Projektova metodda, disku-
sia, riadeny rozhovor, me-
toda virtualnych stretnutf
projektovych partnerov
prostrednictvom videokon-
ferencif alebo flashmeetin-
gov, exkurzia - navsteva
pamatného miesta holo-
kaustu, metdda medializa-
cie vysledkov prace.

a
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Number and age of stu-
dents participating on the
project:

25 students between the
agesof 17 -18.

Project results and out-
puts:

Students prepared PPT
presentations on issues
connected to the Holo-
caust, created wall-boards,
exhibitions of student art
works and photographs
from the visit of the former
Nazi concentration camp,
the project’s website, blogs
informing about the coarse
of the project, creating

a documentary film (avail-
able on the abovemen-
tioned websites), CD, and
DVD. We also informed
parents, other schools, and
the general public about
the project. The project
was presented at a Europe-
an eTwinning conference
in Prague; on the occasion
of the Day of Open Doors
at our school; via articles

in school as well as local
newspapers.
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a part of a voluntary coarse on human rights (its curriculum was accus-
tomed to match the needs of the project). The same methodology was used
by our project managers teaching courses in history and social sciences.

b) Realization phase

The educator’s task is to supervise the entire process of carrying out the
project, motivate the students, lead and assist them, but he/she should not
end up taking the entire responsibility for the project’s realization. Students
worked on predetermined topics, which they chose together with their part-
ners. They studied the history of Jews and anti-Semitism. The project’s aim
was to map Holocaust victims in partner countries — Poland, Italy, Romania,
and Slovakia. As a part of the process of preparing the topics students took
part in workshops, where they discussed different aspects relevant to the
project. Students based their knowledge on their teachers’ lectures as well
as conducted research in the Levice branch of the State Archive, worked
with published material and internet sources. Consequently, they translated
the acquired information into English (official language of the project) and
conducted videoconferences with our partners. This method is useful due to
the fact that it allowed them to see and hear their foreign partners and thus
immediately exchange acquired information. One of the project’s goals was
to organize a meeting of all project partners at an authentic site connected
to the Holocaust - the former Nazi concentration camp Auschwitz - Birk-
enau. The goal of this visit was to commemorate victims of the Holocaust
and help students understand the urgency of defending human rights and, at
the same time, to positively influence their attitudes affecting their morality,
and help them overcome religious, racial, and ethnic prejudice. Due to the
lack of financial resources, our partners were unable to travel to the former
camp and thus, students of our Business High School in Levice who man-
aged to visit Auschwitz, made a documentary film about the camp based on
a previously prepared scenario in English. They called the film Our visit to
Auschwitz and, after having finished it, they sent it to all project partners
in order to share their experience from visiting the authentic place. The
project partners highly appreciated this initiative of ours and viewed the
film in groups. We published the film on Youtube (http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=_iM8VYiXARI). Students also created the project’s website,



b) Realizacna faza - ulohou ucitela je dohliadat na cely proces prace na
projekte, motivovat $tudentov v praci, radit a pomahat im, ale nie do takej
miery, aby preberal ¢iastkovu alebo celkovi zodpovednost za realizaciu pro-
jektu. Studenti pracovali na napldnovanych témach, ktoré si spolu s partnermi
urcili. Venovali sa historii zidov a stru¢nym dejinam antisemitizmu. Projekt
sa zameriaval na zmapovanie obeti holokaustu v partnerskych krajinach Pol-
sku, Taliansku, Rumunsku a Slovensku. Na vietky témy projektu sa pripravo-
vali Studenti na workshopoch, kde dosledne diskutovali vietky aspekty, ktoré
chceli s partnermi prebrat. Zdrojom informacii bol nielen vyklad ucitela, ale
vyuzili i badanie v §tatnom archive v meste Levice, knizné publikacie a inter-
netové zdroje. Ziskané informacie nasledne prelozili do anglictiny (¢o bol
komunikacny jazyk projektu) a uskuto¢nili videokonferencie s partnermi. Ich
hlavnym prinosom je, Ze bolo mozné vidiet a pocuft zahrani¢nych partnerov
a vymena informadcii tak bola velmi bezprostredna. Jednym z cielov projektu
bolo spolo¢né stretnutie partnerov projektu na autentickom pamatnom mies-
te v byvalom nacistickom koncentra¢nom tabore Auschwitz-Birkenau. Tato
navsteva mala za ciel uctit si obete holokaustu a napomoct studentom pocho-
pit naliehavost boja za podporu Iudskych prav a zaroven vo velkej miere

e
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pozitivne ovplyvnit ich postoje formujuce ich moralku a napomoct preko-
navat nabozenské, rasové a etnické predsudky. Z dovodu nedostatku financ-
nych prostriedkov sa stalo, Ze nasi partneri nemohli pricestovat do byvalého
tabora, a preto Studenti Obchodnej akadémie v Leviciach, ktori ho ako jedini
navstivili, natocili o nom dokumentarny film podla vlastného vopred pripra-
veného scenara v anglickom jazyku. Film nazvali Nasa navsteva v Osvien-
¢ime a po jeho spracovani ho zaslali vSetkym projektovym partnerom, aby
im sprostredkoval autentické zazitky zo svojej navstevy. Projektovi partneri
ocenili tato nasu aktivitu a film si prezreli na spolo¢nych stretnutiach. Film
sme publikovali i na webovej stranke youtube (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_iM8VYiXARI). Studenti vytvorili webovti strdnku projektu, kde
publikovali vysledky svojej spoluprace http://www.oalevice.edu.sk/auschwitz
a blog http://forget-me-not-auschwitz.blogspot.com.

ﬁ
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Pocet a vek Studentov
realizujdcich projekt:
25 Studentov 17 - 18
rocnych.

Vysledky/vystupy projektu:
Nevyhnutnou sucastou
prace na projekte boli
naplanované vystupy,
ktorymi boli Studentmi
vytvorené PowerPointové
prezentacie s problemati-
kou holokaustu, nastenky,
vystavy Studentskych prac
¢i fotografii z navstevy
byvalého nacistického
koncentracného tébora,
webova stranka projektu,
blogy informujtce o prie-
behu prace na projekte,
dokumentarny film urobe-
ny Studentmi (mozno ich
najst na vyssie uvedenych
internetovych strankach),
CD a DVD. Rodicia, zZiaci
a ucitelia Skoly a verejnost
boli informovanf o priebe-
hu projektu pri prilezitosti
Dna otvorenych dverf

na nasej Skole a formou
clankov v Skolskych a lokél-
nych novinach. Zaroven
bol projekt prezentovany
na eurépskej konferencii
elwinning v Prahe.

Pre koho bol projekt
uréeny:

Projekt bol ur¢eny Studen-
tom druhého a tretieho
rocnika strednych skol,
ktorf boli v projekte zapo-
jenf a v SirSom kontexte

I Studentom celej skoly,
pretoze vystupy projektu
mohli sledovat na aktual-
nych nastenkach i webovej
stranke Skoly.

4
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Target group:

The project targeted those

students of 2" and 3
grades, who were a part
of the project as well as
students of the entire high
school - they could have
observed project’s out-
comes, which we posted

on the school’s wall-boards

and associated websites.

b

Pedagogic and didactic
aims:

in-depth understand-
ing of the Holocaust
and phenomena as-
sociated with it
develop students’
opinions, which help
form their morality,
and overcome racial,
ethnic, and religious
prejudices
strengthen students’
behavioral empathy
motivate students to
work on a project -
take part in a group
visit of a former con-
centration camp
stimulate students

to reflect moral and
spiritual questions,
which arise from the
Holocaust experience
and the way that they
are being applied
today

develop students’ abil-
ity to recognize injus-
tice, discrimination,
and misuse of power
develop experience-
oriented education
establish in-depth
cooperation between
teachers and students
in order to acquire
first-hand information
about the Holocaust
in various countries,
compare students’
opinion on the Holo-
caust

<4
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where they published results of their cooperation http://www.oalevice.edu.

sk/auschwitz, and a blog http://forget-me-not-auschwitz.blogspot.com.
The project does not only focus on studying predetermined topics,

but also on getting acquainted with partners, understanding their cultural

and social differences. This is a very important aspect of carrying out any

international project and is an added value to the process of teaching about

the Holocaust.

Working on the project also required technical skills, such as - operating
a video camera and modern communication technology. Thus, the project
forced students to combine their knowledge with creativity as well as social
skills.

¢) Evaluation of the project

is an inseparable part of working on any project on the Holocaust. When
evaluating a project, the key policy is to take into consideration its multi-
dimensional character. We did not narrow it down only to evaluating the
knowledge, attitudes, and values of students. Our evaluation gave the stu-
dents an opportunity to realize their own progress and was an important
part of the process of increasing the students’ responsibility for their own
education. The educator evaluated students’ participation on the project
orally and engaged students into evaluating themselves as well as their fellow
schoolmates. We evaluated students’ capability to work in a group, impartial-
ity, activity, and creativity. When evaluating, we also took into consideration
whether students listened to arguments of their colleagues, whether they
righteously evaluated others, their sincerity, and many other aspects, which
had influenced their attitudes and values. It is always important to empha-
size the project’s importance for all parties involved, it is motivating and
stimulating for future work. We conducted the project’s evaluation orally
as well as via a questionnaire. Based on the teachers’ and students’ evalua-
tion we can conclude that the work we have put into the project proved to
be of great educational value. This is due to the fact that it leads students to



Praca na projekte neznamena len pracu na vopred uréenych témach,
ale ide aj o spoznavanie partnerov, pochopenie ich kultirnych a socialnych
rozdielov. Tento aspekt je na medzinarodnych projektoch velmi dolezity a je
pridanou hodnotou v praci a rozsiril aj prinos nasho projektu zameraného
na vyucbu o holokauste.

Spracovanie projektu si vyzadovalo technické zruc¢nosti, ako napriklad
pracu s videokamerou a modernymi informa¢nymi a komunika¢nymi
technologiami, a tak projekt nutil studentov kombinovat svoje vedomosti,
kreativitu a tieZ socialne zruc¢nosti.

¢) Vyhodnotenie projektu je neoddelitelnou stucastou prace na projekte
s témou holokaustu. Hlavnou zasadou pri hodnoteni projektu bolo, vidiet
jeho viacrozmernost. Nezuzili sme ho len na hodnotenie vedomosti, ale
aj postojov a rozvijanych hodnét studentov. Hodnotenie dalo studentom
prilezitost uvedomit si svoje vlastné pokroky a bolo sucastou procesu zvyso-
vania osobnej zodpovednosti $tudentov za svoje vzdelavanie. Ucitel vyhod-
nocoval pracu na projekte slovne, pricom zapajal studentov do hodnotenia
samych seba a tieZ ich spoluziakov. Vyhodnocovali sme schopnost studentov
pracovat v skupine, ich schopnost vystupovat nezaujato, aktivne a tvorivo.
Pri hodnoteni sme brali do tvahy, ¢i $tudenti dokazali poc¢tvat argumenty
druhych, ¢i spravodlivo posudzovali druhych, ich uprimnost a mnohé iné
aspekty vytvarania postojov a hodnoét. Vzdy je potrebné zdoraznit prinos
projektu pre vSetky zii¢astnené strany, je to povzbudzujice a motivujice do
dalsej prace. Pracu na projekte sme vyhodnotili slovne a tiez pomocou do-
taznika. Jednoznac¢ne podla hodnotenia ucitelov i studentov mozno pracu na
projekte povazovat za mimoriadne prinosnu z hladiska vychovného
i pedagogického, pretoze vedie studentov k humannym hodnotam, pozitivne
usmernuje ich zivotné postoje a smeruje ich k tomu, ako predchadzat takym
neziaducim javom, akym holokaust skuto¢ne bol. Zaroven motivuje Studen-
tov k tomu, aby vo svojom kazdodennom zivote predchadzali akymkolvek
formam bezpravia a nasilia v spolo¢nosti.

— Medzinarodné projekty uskutocnované vo vzdelavani o holokauste
v programe eTwinning a Comenius su uzitocné, pretoze:

— Studenti su vedeni k rieseniu komplexnych problémov s témou holo-
kaustu a ziskavaju skusenosti praktickou ¢innostou a experimentova-
nim;

— Praca na medzinarodnych projektoch ponuka participujicim $tuden-
tom nielen ziskanie prehladu su¢asného vnimania a chapania holo-
kaustu v ndarodnom, ale i eurdpskom kontexte;

— Projekty priblizuju aktudlne témy o holokauste smerom k $tudentom
s ciefom rozvijat ich Iudsky, citlivy a asertivny rozmer;

— Pridanou hodnotou prace na takychto projektoch je, Ze umoznuju
studentom vyskusat si organizovanie spolo¢nej prace, naucia sa pla-
novat si ¢as a dodrzat stanoveny plan;

— Dovoluju $tudentom prevziat viac zodpovednosti za svoje ucenie za

HIibsie poznanie fe-
noménu holokaus-
tu a jeho suvislost;
Rozvijat postoje
studentov, kto-

ré napomahaju
formovaniu ich
moralky, prekona-
vaniu rasistickych,
etnickych ¢i nébo-
zenskych predsud-
kov;

Posilnovat u Stu-
dentov dimenziu
empatie v spravanf;
Motivacia ziakov
pracovat na pro-
jekte - spolocne
navstivit pamatné
miesto byvalého
koncentracného
tabora;

Povzbudit studen-
tov, aby reflektovali
moralne a duchov-
né otazky vyply-
vajuce z udalostf
holokaustu, a to ako
sa aplikuju

v dnesnom svete;
Rozvijat u Studen-
tov schopnost
spoznat nespra-
vodlivost, diskrimi-
naciu a zneuzivanie
moci;

Rozvinut zazitkové
ucenie Studentov;
Viytvorit hibSiu
spoluprécu uci-
telov a Studentov
zUcCastnenych kol
$O zameranim na
ziskavanie infor-
macif o holokauste
v jednotlivych
krajinach z ,prvej
ruky”, porovnat
nazory zucastne-
nych Studentov

na problematiku
holokaustu.
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Responses to the project:
Responses were positive.
The project was awarded
The Certificate of Quality
by the National Support
Service for Electronic
Cooperation between
Schools at the Zilina
Universtiy and the project
was successfully presented
on a European eTwinning
conference in Prague, Feb-
ruary 2009. Here we again
received positive feedback
on our project from col-
leagues - educators from
all around Europe, as well
as at a seminar for Slovak
educators teaching about
the Holocaust, which was
held in Nové Zamky, 2009.
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adhere to humanitarian values, it positively influences their opinions, and
shows them how to prevent unacceptable events, such as the Holocaust. At
the same time, it motivates students to try to prevent all forms of lawlessness
and violence in everyday life.

Lessons learned from executing the project:

International projects realized as a part of the Holocaust Education
Program of the eTwinning or Comenius network are useful, because:
students are led to solve complex problems connected to the Holo-
caust and gain experience based on practical activities as well as
experiments

participating in international projects, among other things, provides
the participants an overview of the current understanding of the
Holocaust in the national as well as European context

projects approximate actual topics concerning the Holocaust to
students and help them develop the human, emotional, and assertive
dimension of their personality

such projects bring an added value because they give the students

a common goal and teach them to make team effort, learn how to
plan the timetable, and stick to a predetermined plan

they allow students to take more responsibility for their education
with the help of educators and create a basis for team work as well

as a platform, where they can meet other people from outside their
school

work on an international project on the Holocaust takes more time
than is provided by history or social science classes and thus it is ap-
propriate to make use of the time spent at, for example, the human
rights seminar, advanced history seminar, European projects class (if
such are offered by the school)

when implementing projects of this kind, it is necessary to obey
planned activities based on an exactly prepared timetable. This is
due to the fact that a number of schools are involved in the project
and thus the responsibility for the success of mutual education is that
much higher

another important advantage of European projects focusing on Holo-
caust education is that students communicate in a foreign language
and thus they can develop their foreign language skills. It is true,
however, that it takes time until students get acquainted with Holo-
caust-related vocabulary. Nevertheless, due to the fact that their work
on the project is quite intensive, these terms soon become an active
component of the students’ vocabulary

projects focusing on Holocaust education are the best we can achieve
in this field. They help us bring up conscious, educated, and experi-
enced young people ready and responsible for their life in the begin-
ning of the third millennium.
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Ohlasy na projekt:
Ohlasy na projekt boli
pozitivne. Projektu bol

pomoci ucitela a vytvaraju podu pre spolo¢nu pracu, ale aj platformu,
na ktorej sa mozu stretnut s ludmi mimo Skoly;
Praca na medzinarodnom projekte o holokauste zabera viac ¢asu ako

mozu ponuknut hodiny dejepisu a obcianskej nauky, a preto je vhod- udeleny Certifikat kvality
né vyuzit napriklad pracu v Kruzku ludskych prav alebo dejepisu, ¢i Néarodnou podpornou
Kruzku eurépskych projektov, ak takéto na skole funguju; sluzbou pre elektronickd

spolupracu skol pri Zi-
linskej univerzite v Ziline
a projekt bol Uspesne

Pri projektoch tohto typu je potrebné dodrziavat naplanované ak-
tivity presne podla vopred stanoveného harmonogramu, pretoze

do projektu st zapojené viaceré skoly a zodpovednost vzajomného prezentovany na eurépskej
vzdelavania sa je o to vacsia; konferencii eTwinning
Dalsou nezanedbatelnou vyhodou eurépskych projektov zameranych v Prahe vo februari 2009

s pozitivnym ohlasom eu-
ropskej ucitelskej verejnosti
a tiez na stretnutf ucitelov

na vyucbu o holokauste je, Ze komunikdcia medzi studentmi prebieha
v cudzom jazyku, ¢im sa rozvijaju vsetky jazykové zru¢nosti. Pravdou

je, ze chvilku trva, kym sa $tudent zorientuje v pojmoch problemati- vyuéujdcich problematiku
ky holokaustu, ktora sa prave prebera, ale tym, Ze praca na projekte holokaustu v Novych Zam-
je intenzivna, odborné pojmy sa rychlo stavaju aktivnou sucastou koch v tom istom roku.

slovnej zasoby studentov; \ ‘

Projekty zamerané na vzdeldvanie o holokauste st z mnohych aspek-
tov tym najlep$im, o mozeme spoloc¢ne v tejto oblasti robit. Poma-
haji nam vychovavat uvedomelych, vzdelanych a skusenych mla-
dych Iudi, pripravenych obstat vo svojom Zivote na zaciatku tretieho
tisicrocia.

jéTwinning

Obchodna akadémia Levice
(Zuzana Mészarosova)

bol udeleny

certifikat kvality eTwinning

za realizaciu projektu:
Incontriamoci ad Auschwitz
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Name of educator:
Mgr. Monika Mojtova

School:

Elementary School,
Nabrezna Street no. 845,
024 01 Kysucké Nové
Mesto

Courses: history, social

sciences, ethics, arts and
crafts, Slovak, geography.

ﬁ
ﬁ

This commemorative

has beew a part of
a Mt@rm - eot%
-ro oject of 9 gra-
des ftob%ﬁ f J

Target group:
35 students of the 9" grade
of elementary school in the
age of 14 - 15.

Pedagogic and didactic

aims:

o learn to define basic
terms: Holocaust, gen-
ocide, discrimination,
Shoah, anti-Semitism,
racial laws, concentra-
tion camps

o getacquainted with
events of World War
Two and the Holocaust

o stimulate students to
contemplate about
and feel the events of
World War Two based
on documents and
experiences of specific
people

ﬁ
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WE WILL NOT FORGET

- commemorating the Memorial Day of Victims of the Holocaust and
Racial Violence

Project’s content/summary:

The World War Two era and the Holocaust belong to some of the most
important topics taught at history classes to the 9-grade elementary school
students and, at the same time, students are very interested in these topics.
Therefore, I have been organizing commemorative days connected to this
topic for a few years now (Memorial Day of Victims of the Holocaust and
Racial Violence on September 9%, I conduct excursions with students to me-
morial sites, we take part in actual events organized by museums, we prepare
and visit other institutions” exhibitions, and we also organize Afternoon with
Historical Films. An unthinkable part of the commemorative day called Let
us not forget, which is the first phase of the project, is to explain the social,
political, and economic situation during the inter-war, World War Two period,
and the Holocaust. Explain and get the students acquainted with basic terms
(Holocaust/Shoah, anti-Semitism, genocide, racial laws, discrimination, death
camps, victims...). Via DVDs and the internet students are exposed to witness
testimonies, discuss them, watch a film and discuss again, make use of recom-
mended publications and websites, take part at discussions on literature and
films on the topic, and, in the end, they evaluate each activity.

Description of project preparation, realization, and evaluation:

a) Preparation:

In order to organize a memorial day it is necessary to make adequate prep-
arations. It is essential to clarify the goals and methodology employed during
the event, arrange technical support, prepare exercises for students as well as
the logistics of the event. Every year I make an effort to change the program of
commemorative days connected to the Holocaust.

During the last history class prior to the date of the commemorative day,

[ prepare a wall-board with one of the 9™ grade classes and decorate it with
visual as well as written materials. In addition to that we prepare an exhibi-
tin of books, CDs, and DVDs, which will remind everyone of the upcoming
memorial day. We leave the wall-boards in the school lobby for several days in
order to give all our students and teachers the opportunity to view the photo-
graphs and read the displayed texts.

It is also important to choose the adequate film, such as The Schindler’s
List, Life is Beautiful or a documentary film on the Terezin Ghetto childrens’
opera Brundibar.



TEMATICKY DEN NEZABUDNIME

— pri prilezitosti Pamétného dna obeti holokaustu a rasového nasilia

Obsahova napln projektu:

Medzi dolezité témy dejepisného vyucovania 9. ro¢nika ZS a zaroven
dejepisného vyucovania vobec nepochybne patria dve témy - obdobie
druhej svetovej vojny a problematika holokaustu. Z pohladu ziakov patria
tieto témy medzi najzaujimavejsie.

Aj z tychto dévodov uz niekolko rokov organizujem na $kole tematické
dni pri prilezitosti Pamétného dna obeti holokaustu a rasového nasilia
(9.9.), uskutoc¢nujem so ziakmi exkurzie na pamitné miesta, zicastiiujeme
sa aktualnych podujati organizovanych muazeami, pripravujeme vystavy,
navstevujeme iné vystavy, tiez organizujem Popoludnia s historickym
filmom.

Neodmyslitelnou sti¢astou tematického dina Nezabudnime, ktory je
prvou fazou dlhodobého projektu ziakov 9. ro¢nika, je vysvetlenie spolo-
censkej, politickej a ekonomickej situacie medzivojnového obdobia
a obdobia druhej svetovej vojny a holokaustu, vysvetlenie a obozname-
nie sa so zdkladnymi pojmami (holokaust/Soa, antisemitizmus, genocida,
rasové zakony, diskrimindcia, deportdcie, tabory smrti, obete...). Prostred-
nictvom DVD a internetu sa Ziaci oboznamuju s vypovedami svedkov, dis-
kutujeme o nich, sledujeme film a opét diskutujeme, Ziaci maju k dispozicii
odporucend literatiru a webové stranky, historické pramene, vypractvaju
pracovny list.

Pocas tohto podujatia nezabudame ani na konfrontaciu genocidy
a holokaustu fadizmu a nacizmu s xenofébiou, antisemitizmom, rasizmom
sucasnosti s dorazom na spolunazivanie a dodrziavanie fudskych prav.

Na zaver je zhodnotenie celého tematického dna.

Popis pripravy, realizacie a vyhodnotenia projektu:

a) Priprava - na zrealizovanie tematického dna je nutné vopred sa
pripravit. Velmi ddlezité je ujasnit si ciele a metodiku takéhoto podujatia,
zabezpecit si didaktickd techniku, pomdcky, pripravit ulohy pre ziakov
a tiez organizacne takyto den zabezpecit. Program tematickych dni sa sna-
zim kazdoro¢ne obmienat.

Na najblizsej hodine dejepisu pred terminom Pamétného dila obeti
holokaustu a rasového nasilia so Ziakmi niektorej deviatej triedy pripra-
vime ndstenky s obrazovym i textovym materidlom, ktoré umiestnujeme
vo vestibule skoly, doplnené vystavkou knih, aby pripomenuli v§etkym
spominany pamdtny den. Nastenky s vystavkou ponechavame vo vestibule

é

Meno ucitelky:
Mgr. Monika Mojtova

b

Skola:

Zéakladna skola, Nabrez-
na ulica ¢. 845, 024 01
Kysucké Nové Mesto

Predmety, ktoré uci real-
ne a ku ktorym sa projekt
viazal:

Dejepis, obcianska vycho-
va, etické vychova, vy-
tvarna vychova, slovensky
jazyk, zemepis.

ﬁ
é

Tematicky dest Je st

Castow dhodobého celo-
rocného vjektu tiakov-
9. rocunika s rovmomen-
//b)im nazvrom.

Pocet a vek Studentov
realizujucich projekt:
35 Ziakov 9. ro¢nika ZS vo
veku 14 - 15 rokov.

Pedagogické a didaktické
ciele:

vediet definovat
zakladné pojmy:
holokaust, genocida,
diskriminacia, $0a,
antisemitizmus, rasové
zakony, deportacie,
koncentracné tabory;
oboznamit sa s uda-
lostami druhej svetovej
vojny a holokaustu;
podnietit Ziakov

k zamysleniu sa a pre-
citeniu udalosti druhej
svetovej vojny na
zaklade dokumentov
a konkrétnych osudov
ludr;

<4
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Met

Proj

commemorate victims
of the Holocaust and
racial violence
educate towards toler-
ance, condemn any
discrimination and
intolerance

learn to research, ac-
cumulate, and select
information as well as
use acquired informa-
tion

develop their skills of
working with texts,
visual materials, and
PCs

Improve presentation
skills

hodology:

controlled discussion,
group discussion,
reflections
brainstorming
dilemma-based lectu-
res

working with texts and
visual materials
visual-demonstrative
methods - presenta-
tions, films, videos
comparisons
testimony analysis
method of individual
and group work
project method

ect results and out-

puts:
posters, art works, presen-
tations, quiz, ...

ﬁ
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b) Realization:

The event takes place annually on September 9™ at our school between
the 6™ and 7" class (in case the Memorial Day falls on a weekend, then we
commemorate the occasion either before or after the weekend).

I conduct this commemorative day connected to the Holocaust with
students of the 9" grade and, due to limited capacity and organizational re-
sources we do not exceed the predetermined number of participants
(2 classes of about 35 students).

To deliver lectures on the social, political, and economic situation during
the inter-war period, World War Two, and the Holocaust as well as to clarify
basic terms (Holocaust/Shoah, anti-Semitism, genocide, racial laws, discrim-
ination, death camps, victims...) I use a PPT presentation, which I base
on the presentation of Mrs. Miroslava Ludvikova of the Educational and
Cultural Center of the Jewish Museum on Prague, which is available on the
following websites:

http://www.youtube.com/v/RpjHSiQLPmA&hl=en , http://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=5kx ARGv53wlI , http://www.nadaciamilanasimecku.sk/
index.php?id=32,

http://www.jewishmuseum.cz/cz/vystavy/cztransporty.htm, and materi-
also acquired during educational seminars of the Holocaust Documentation
Center in Bratislava.

During the Memorial Day I regularly prepare a stimulating exercise. I lay
down random objects, pictures of random items, food wrappings (for exam-
ple wrapping from a toothpaste, soap, washing powder, chocolate, a picture
of a cell phone or a computer...). Each student is supposed to pick one of
these items without which he/she cannot imagine their life and clip them on
the magnetic board. Then, we make a list of the students’ favorite daytime
activities. We discuss the importance of these objects. In addition to that
we read excerpts of books, which I select beforehand: Anna Frank Diary,
The Fortress of my Youth, They Asked: Why? When reading these books we
learn about everyday life of Holocaust victims. Based on what we have read,
students compare the life of children now and then.

We watch videos of witness testimonies on the internet and consequently
discuss them.

http://centropastudent.org/?nID=227&fLang=ENG ) - testimony of Ka-
tarina Loefflerova, Jindfich Lion, Dagmar Lieblova.

http://www.ct24.cz/kultura/69586-helga-hoskova-weissova-predava-
poselstvi-i-varuje/

In the second part of the Memorial Day we watch a selected film. After
that we discuss the Holocaust and racial violence as well as the current situ-
ation. Then, in the honor of the victims, we hold a minute of silence. In the
end, together with the students, we evaluate the whole event.

¢) Evaluation:

On the first history class following the event, I assign the students long-
term homework - their task is to put together a list of websites, literature,
and films (fiction as well as documentary) about the Holocaust, human



viac dni, aby si Ziaci i ucitelia $koly mohli nerusene precitat texty i pozriet

fotografie a obrazovy material.

Dolezity je tiez vyber filmu, osved¢il sa mi film Schindlerov zoznam,
pripadne Zivot je krasny alebo aj dokumentarny film o detskej opere
z terezinskeho geta Brundibar.

b) Realizécia — akcia sa na nadej $kole kond pocas 7 vyucovacich hodin
jedného vyucovacieho dna - vzdy dna 9. septembra (ak tento pamédtny den

nepripada na vikend, vtedy sa podujatie kona bud den vopred, alebo po
vikende).
Takyto tematicky den realizujem so Ziakmi 9. ro¢nika - z kapacitnych

a organizacnych dévodov so skupinou maximalne 35 Ziakov - t. j. 2 triedy.

Vyklad o spoloc¢enskej, politickej a ekonomickej situacii medzivojnové-
ho obdobia, obdobia druhej svetovej vojny a holokaustu, ako aj objasnenie
zdkladnych pojmov danej problematiky opieram o prezentaciu v PowerPo-

inte, vyhotovenu podla prezentacie pani Miroslavy Ludvikovej zo Vzde-
lavacieho a kulturneho centra Zidovského muizea v Prahe, z dostupnych
internetovych i literdrnych zdrojov (napriklad http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5kxARGv53wI, http://www.nadaciamilanasimecku.sk/index.
php?id=32, http://www.jewishmuseum.cz/cz/vystavy/cztransporty.htm),
z materialov ziskanych pocas ucasti na vzdelavacich seminaroch Doku-
mentacného strediska holokaustu v Bratislave.

Sucastou tematického dna je aj motivacnd aktivita. Na lavicu poukla-
dam obaly alebo obrazky predmetov kazdodennej potreby. Kazdy ziak si
md vybrat jeden predmet, bez ktorého si nevie predstavit Zivot. Obrazok
pripiname na magneticku tabulu. Diskutujeme o délezitosti vybranych
predmetov. K tomu pre¢itame mnou pripravené ukazky z knih: Dennik

Anny Frankovej, Pevnost mého mladi, Ptali se: Pro¢? V knihdch sa dozve-

ddame o kazdodennom zivote obeti holokaustu. Na zaklade prec¢itaného
porovnavame zivot deti vtedy a dnes.

Prostrednictvom internetu (napriklad http://centropastudent.org/?-
nID=227&fLang=ENGQG) si pozrieme aj videoklipy s vypovedami svedkov,
nasledne o nich diskutujeme.

Obmenou tejto aktivity byva aj to, ze ak sa nachadzame v PC ucebni,

ziaci pozeraju videoklipy samostatne a pisomne odpovedajui na pripravené

otazky k ukazkam. Nasleduje diskusia.
V druhej faze tematického dna premietame vybrany film. Po nom

nasleduje diskusia o problematike holokaustu i rasového nasilia, o sucasnej

situdcii.
Obetiam venujeme dostojnu ticht spomienku - minutu ticha.
Na zaver spolo¢ne so ziakmi zhodnotime akciu.

¢) Vyhodnotenie projektu — na ziskanie spétnej vizby od Ziakov - na
nasledujucej dejepisnej hodine po pamitnom dni - mi okrem ustnych
vyjadreni ziakov sluzi aj pripraveny kviz.

Zaroven ziakom zadavam dlhodobu ulohu - majua spisat zoznam we-
bovych stranok, literatury, filmov venovanych problematike holokaustu,

ﬁ

b

pripomenutie obetf
holokaustu a rasového
nasilia;

vychova k tolerancii,
odsudenie akejkolvek
diskriminacie a intole-
rancie;

vediet vyhladévat,
zhromazdovat a triedit
informéacie, pouzit
ziskané mformaae
prehlb|t si zrucnosti

Vv praci s textom, obra-
zovym materiélom,

s pocitacom;
zdokonalovat si pre-
zentacné schopnosti.

I\/Ietodologlcke pristupy:

riadeny rozhovor, be-
sedy, diskusie, reflexie,
braimstorming,
vykladova metdda -
problémovy vyklad,
praca s textom, obra-
zovym materialom,
nazorno-demonstrac-
né metddy - prezenta-
cie, filmy, videoklipy,
porovnavanie,
analyza vypoved;,
metdda samostatne]

I skupinovej prace,
projektova metoda.

<4

ﬁ
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Target group:

For 9" grade students as
well as for students of
other grades, their par-
ents, teachers - via public
exhibitions and published
articles.

Responses to the project:
Positive feedback from stu-
dents, as well as their par-
ents and our colleagues.

E
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rights, etc. Students then present their findings during a class focusing on
life in occupied Europe. This is also when students discuss the literature they
have read and films they have seen on the topic.

In order to receive other than simply oral feedback from my students
during class discussions, I prepared questionnaires.

Consequently, during classes on World War Two we continue in other
activities connected to the project - students make posters, write essays,
prepare presentations, work with texts, photographs or historical sources,
we visit relevant events, connected to the topic, visit memorial sites in the
region as well as the former Nazi camp Auschwitz - Birkenau. Students then
write an article for the school and regional newspaper where they describe
the project. At the end of the year, we, together, evaluate who were the most
active students and reward the best student works.

Lessons learned from executing the project:

I expect from our activities to compel students to think about the topic,
the meaninglessness and monstrosity of perpetrators carrying out different
phases of the Holocaust as well as racial violence today. Make them contem-
plate about humanity, which needs to be cultivated and developed in people.
It is important to remind our students not to fall for doubtful ideologies,
value one another, and help each other. In order for them to use this experi-
ence in the future to prevent any case of discrimination, anti-Semitism or
racial violence - prevent history from repeating itself.

In the end, students condemned the Holocaust and racial violence.
Thanks to their work on the project, students acquired relevant information
about the Holocaust. Based on my experience as an educator I know, that
many times students’ behavior towards themselves, their families, and the
community improves after the Memorial Day. Many begin to have greater
respect for how they live and what they posses. They express interest in
further information, historical literature and films. I can only recommend
educational projects on the Holocaust to my colleagues.



Tudskych prav a podobne. Svoje zistenia ziaci potom prezentuju pri prebe-
rani tematického celku druha svetova vojna. Vtedy sa uskutoc¢nuje aj dis-
kusia so ziakmi o precitanej literature i filmoch. Pokrac¢ujeme aj v dalsich
projektovych aktivitach - Ziaci vyrabaju videonahravky, zvukové nahravky,
vyhotovuju postery, prezentacie, pracuju s textami, obrazkami, fotografia-
mi ¢i historickymi pramenmi, pisu slohové prace, navstevujeme aktualne
podujatia s danou problematikou, uskuto¢nujeme navstevy pamétnych
miest v regione, exkurziu do byvalého nacistického tabora Auschwitz-Bir-
kenau... O projekte Ziaci napisu prispevok do skolského ¢asopisu a regio-
nalnej tlace. Na konci $kolského roku spolo¢ne vyhodnotime najaktivnej-
$ich ziakov a najlepsie projektové prace.

Skusenosti z realizacie projektu:

Od akcii tohto charakteru ocakavam zamyslenie sa Ziakov nad danou
problematikou, nad nezmyselnostou a obludnostou konania aktivnych vy-
konavatelov ucastnych v jednotlivych fazach holokaustu a rasového nasilia
v minulosti, i rasového nasilia v sicasnosti. Zamyslenie sa nad Iudskostou,
ktoru treba v fudoch pestovat a rozvijat. Je potrebné pripominat ziakom, aby
sa nedali zlakat pochybnou ideoldgiou, aby si vazili jeden druhého a poma-
hali si. Aby sa na zaklade videného a poc¢utého v buduicnosti pokusili, ak by
boli svedkami diskrimindcie, antisemitizmu, rasového nasilia, zabranit mu,
aby sa historia nezopakovala.

Vysledkom je odsudenie holokaustu a rasového nasilia zo strany ziakov.
Vyznam pre ziakov je aj taky, ze ziskaju viac informacii o problematike.

Z vlastnej pedagogickej skisenosti viem, Ze sa velakrat zlepsi ich spravanie
navzajom voci sebe, svojej rodine a okoliu. Mnohi si za¢nu viac vazit to, ako
Ziji a ¢o maju. Zaujimaju sa o dalsie informdcie, o historicku literattiru a his-
torické filmy. Ostatnym kolegom projekty s témou holokaustu odportacam.

é

Vysledky/vystupy projeku:
Pracovny list, videona-
hravky, zvukové nahravky,
postery, vytvarné prace,
prezentacie, kviz...

S -

Pre koho bol urceny:

Pre Ziakov 9. ro¢nika, ale

I pre ziakov ostatnych
rocnikov, pre rodicoy,
pedagogov, SirSiu verejnost
- prostrednictvom naste-
niek, vystaviek knih k danej
téme, projektovych prac

v priestoroch skoly, pri-
spevkov v Skolskom casopi-
se, v regionalnej tlaci.

E
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Name of educator:
PaedDr. Beata Nemcova

School:
Grammar High School
of Andrej Kmet, Private

Hotel Academy Joergesov

gt JEWISH FOOTPRINTS IN OUR REGION
LOST NEIGHBORS

LIRSS G oy - RECOVERY OF THE JEWISH CEMETERY

cator and courses related
to the project: English,
social sciences, history,
and ethics. Description of project preparations, realization, and evaluation:
Jewish Footprints in our Region - it was the first project in Slovakia aimed
exclusively at the Jewish community, its history, tradition, and activities in the

N— region as well as the entire country. The primary motivation for launching this
r—————— project were many existing prejudices towards Jews, the absolute ignorance

towards their culture and religion, as well as many lies, which have also spread
throughout students’ families and homes. We began with the project already in
the academic year 2004/2005 at the Grammar High School of Andrej Kmet at

Project’s content/summary:
Jewish Footprints in our
Region - recording the his-

tory of the Jewish Religious English classes - topic of multiculturalism; as well as at history, social sciences,
Community in Banska and ethics classes. We decided to invest our energy into this topic due to the
Stiavnica. fact that history of the Jewish Religious Community in Banska Stiavnica has

Lost Neighbors - writing
down stories of Holocaust
survivors, their contempo-

never been put into writing. The students conducted research of archival doc-
uments and published historical articles. Students worked under the supervi-

raries, and descendants; sion of historians and archivists from the Slovak Museum of Mining in Banska
researching archival Stiavnica. The project’s outcome was a publication on the history of the Jewish
materials from before and Religious Community in Banska Stiavnica, which is available both in printed
%\/gnegr athe vyerlel il and electronic form. The first phase of our project naturally led to a second
Recovery of the Jewish stage, which we named Lost Neighbors. It was motivated by a Czech project
Cemetery - acquiring fi- of the same name. While searching for assistance and contacts during the first
nancial support for restor- phase of our project, we encountered the Director of the Museum of Jewish
ing the Jewish cemetery Culture in Bratislava who recommended us to take part in the already running

in Banska Stiavnica; the and very successful nation-wide Czech project. Quite logically, we decided to
actual reconstruction;

documenting the process; focus on three historical eras: shortly prior, during, and after the war. Students
publicity; opening; work- taking part in the project were divided into several working groups based on

shops for cemetery guides; the type of work they preferred.
thematic guiding through

e ee e 1. Group working in the archive - searched for archival documents:

} { decrees, articles in regional press from the era under study, permits,
call-ups, etc.
Number and age of stu- 2. Group searching for survivors and their contemporaries
ngjtesc?'a rticipatingon the 3. Group assembling and writing up stories of survivors — witnesses of
approximately 35 per the Holocaust, their descendents, or others who lived to remember
academic year (since this era
%(2)04%,9 between the age of 4. Technical support - transferring collected materials into electronic
-1 form

ﬁ
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Meno ucitelky:
PaedDr. Beata Nemcova

Skola:
Gymnéazium Andreja
Kmeta, Sikromna hote-

y, G A lova akadémia Joergesov
1. STOPY ZI]?OV V NASOM REGIONE dom, Banska Stiavivica
2. STRATENI SUSEDIA
G v » f Predmety, ktoré uci real-
3. REKONSTRUKCIA ZIDOVSKEHO CINTORINA T
viazal:
Anglicky jazyk, nauka
Popis pripravy, realizicie a vyhodnotenia projektu: 0 _Spr|OffﬂOSti, dejepis,
etika

Stopy zidov v nasom regidne - islo o vobec prvy projekt na Slovensku
zamerany vyhradne na Zidovska komunitu, jej historiu, tradicie a posobenie

v krajine ¢i regione. Primarnou motivaciou zacat s tymto projektom bolo ——
mnozstvo predsudkov voci Zidom, absolitna neznalost ich kultury a nabo- P—————

zenstva, ale na druhej strane mnozstva nepravd ¢i polopravd $iriacich sa
z rodin $tudentov. S projektom sme zacali uz v skolskom roku 2004/2005 na

Gymnaziu Andreja Kmeta v ramci hodin anglického jazyka - téma multi- lsRElyrel felpl PrslEhle

Stopy zidov v nasom

kulttra, ako aj v ramci hodin dejepisu, nauky o spolo¢nosti a etiky. Kedze regidne - spisanie historie
historia zidovskej ndbozenskej obce v Banskej Stiavnici nebola nikdy spisa- Zidovskej naboZenske;]
na, rozhodli sme sa venovat prave tejto oblasti. Praca studentov spocivala obce v Banskej Stiavnici

Strateni susedia - spisa-
nie pribehov prezivsich
holokaust, pamatnikov Ci

vo vyhladavani archivnych dokumentov alebo uz ¢iasto¢ne publikovanych
historickych ¢lankov. Studenti pracovali pod vedenim historikov a archiva-

rov zo Slovenského banského muzea v Banskej Stiavnici. Vystupom projektu ich potomkov, vyhladanie
bolo publikovanie histérie Zidovskej nabozenskej obce v Banskej Stiavnici archivnych materialov
v tlacenej aj elektronickej podobe. z obdobia pred a pocas

druhej svetovej vojny
Rekonstrukcia zidovského

Prva faza nasho projektu priamo podmienila pokrac¢ovanie a premenova- clniorng - ke e

nie projektu na: Strateni susedia - ktora bola motivovana ¢eskym projektom na rekon&trukciu Sidovské-
Zmizeli sousedé. Pocas nasho patrania po moznej pomoci a uzito¢nych kon- ho cintorfna v Banske]
taktoch v prvom projekte sme sa stretli s riaditeflom Muzea zidovskej kultury Stiavnici, jeho samotna re-

v Bratislave, ktory ndm hned odporucil uz rozbehnuty celonarodny éesky ta%sé%g?iz' Errgjpf:tg%\é?ado-

tspesny projekt. Celkom logicky sme sa upriamili na tri historické obdobia: spristupnenie, workshopy
priamo pred druhou svetovou vojnou, pocas i po nej. Studenti zainteresova- sprievodcov, tematické

ni do projektu boli uz rozdeleni na niekolko pracovnych zaujmovych skupin, sprevadzania.

podla toho, ktoru oblast prace preferovali.

1. Skupina pracujica v archive — vyhladavala archivne dokumenty:
nariadenia, ¢lanky z dobovej miestnej tlace, povolenia, povolavacie

rozkazy a pod. Pocet a vek Studentov
2. Skupina vyhladavajica kontakty na pamatnikov. realizujtcich projekt:
3. Skupina spisujica pribehy prezivsich - svedkov holokaustu, ich Cca 35 Studentov rocne
potomkov alebo dalsich pamétnikov tohto obdobia. (od roku 2004), vo veku
4. Technicka podpora - spracovavanie ziskanych materialov do 12 a2 19 rokov.
elektronickej podoby.

E
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Recovery of the Jewish Cemetery — during the third part of our project

Pedagogic and didactic we focused on the physical reconstruction of the Jewish cemetery in Banska
aims. Stiavnica. In the beginning, we again divided the activists working with us

E{ég&%g&a ltsovt\? arfg |s< the into working groups in order for them to handle different tasks. It needs to

Jewish community, educate be pointed out, however, that it were not only students who were working on
towards tolerance, mutual this stage of the project. Other citizens of the town and volunteers from sev-
understanding, and re- eral local organizations became involved in the cemetery’s reconstruction.

spect, and emphasize the We needed to carry out most of the workload between spring and autumn
fight against racial discrimi-

nation. anti-Semitism. and due to favorable weather conditions during this time of the year. The follow-
e - justilce ing activities had to have been (and some are still being) carried out as a part

and humanity. of the project:
Secondary goals: acceler-
ate the effectiveness of
Holocaust education and
multiculturalism, warn

of contemporary expres-
sions of anti-Semitism

and racism, advance the
understanding of differ-
ent communities, motivate
young people to stand

up against expressions of
racism and anti-Semitism,
and stimulate them to pre-
serve traditions of different
cultures.

S Y

Methodology:

- Experience-based
education

- Mobilizing students to
actively take part in the
process of education

- Individual student

- Attaining a permission to work and reconstruct the cemetery
- Creating a plan and documenting the reconstruction

research - Acquiring necessary building and reconstruction permissions
- Students’ activities as- - Arranging bought-out parts and other material
sociated with project —  Volunteers
promotion o o1l activiti
- Incorporating modern ~ Managing all activities
technology - Website
- Project activity - Training tourist guides
- Interviews - Creating PR material
- Workshops - Promoting the project
- Discussions Fundraisi
—  Cooperation with - Tuhdraising _ ,
relevant institutions - Photo documentation and technical support

—— A list of works conducted during the physical reconstruction of the

cemetery: cleared cover woods at the cemetery, searched for missing tomb
stones, identified graves, cleaned them, conservation of tomb stones, covered
the graves with textile sheets, filled grave-tops with crushed stones, linked
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Rekonstrukcia zidovského cintorina - je trefou fazou zameranou na
fyzickua rekonstrukciu zidovského cintorina v Banskej Stiavnici. Pre velké
mnozstvo ¢iastkovych uloh sme zainteresovanych aktivistov opat rozdelili
do pracovnych skupin. V tejto faze v§ak uz nehovorime iba o studentoch, ale
o aktivistoch vobec, kedze sa do nej zapojili aj dalsi obc¢ania mesta, dobro-
volnici z niekolkych daldich miestnych organizécii. Specifikom tejto fazy je,
ze viditelna Cast prace je sustredena na obdobie od jari do jesene pre po-
veternostné podmienky potrebné pri rekonstrukénych pracach. Ciastkové
ulohy zahrnovali a stale zahriuji nasledovné ¢innosti:

— Ziskanie povolenia pracovat na rekonstrukcii cintorina;

— Spracovanie projektovej dokumentacie rekonstrukcie;

— Ziskanie potrebnych stavebno-rekonstrukénych povoleni;
— Zabezpecenie subdodavky materidlu i ostatnych nalezitost;

r

\

Pedagogické a didaktické
ciele:

Priméarne ciele - prelomit
predsudky voci zidovske)
komunite, vychova k tole-
rancii, vzajomnému pocho-
peniu a reSpektovaniu sa,
dbraz na boj proti rasovej
diskriminacii, na boj

s antisemitizmom, vychova
k pravde a fudskosti.

_—

— Dobrovolnici;

— Manazment jednotlivych prac;

— Webova stranka;

—  Skolenia sprievodcov v cestovnom ruchu;
— Vyroba propaga¢ného materialu;

— Propagacia projektu;

— Fundraising;

— Fotodokumenticia a technicka podpora.

Zoznam ciastkovych prac na fyzickej rekonstrukcii cintorina: odstra-
nenie naletovych drevin na cintorine, dohladanie chybajticich ndhrobnych
kamenov, identifikacia jednotlivych hrobov, ich o¢istenie, konzervacia
ndhrobnych kamenov, vystlanie hrobov textilnou féliou, vysypanie hrobov
kamennou drtou, pospdjanie hrobov s nahrobnymi kamenmi, geozameranie
jednotlivych hrobov, rekonstrukcia obvodového muru, rekonstrukcia bran,

Sekundérne ciele -
zefektivnit vyucbu o holo-
kauste a multikultdre, upo-
zornit na sucasné prejavy
antisemitizmu a rasiz-

mu, podporit chapanie
jednotlivych komunit, akti-
vizovat mladych ludi

v prejavoch proti rasizmu
a antisemitizmu, aktivizovat
ich v zachovavani tradicif
jednotlivych kultdr.

_
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graves with tomb stones, geo-measurements of each grave, reconstruction of

Target group: the peripheral wall, gate, tailing between the terraces, and the Ciduk Ha-
Stelgdrs_%tfs_;rzrgsgv\t/oelés e din dome (interior coating), constructing and installing gates and windows
éen - pg Sl based on a historical model, chopping oft the cement cover, preparing and

installing information plaques, as well as signs for visitors all around town,

N——— clearing cover woods from the access road.

Project results and outputs:

- History of the Jewish Religious Community - text

- Website www.zidovskycintorin.sk

- Reconstructed Jewish cemetery

- A tourist route of Jewish heritage in our town

- PR material covering each phase of the project

- A summary of acquired testimonies

- Presenting the project in Slovakia as well as abroad

- Topic-based guided tours around our town and the cemetery

Responses to the project:

Very positive, published at:

www.zidovskycintorin.sk

www.banskastiavnica.sk

www.zivotbs.sk

www.icm.sk

www.mladezbs.sk

facebook, STV1 and STV2, TV JOJ, Markiza, TA 3, Slovak Radio
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I\/Ietodologlcke prlstupy
/ézitkova forma uce-
nia;

- Aktivizacia Studentov
v procese vyucby;

- Samostatna vyskumna
¢innost studentov;

- Samostatna propagac-
na i motivacna ¢innost
studentov;

- /apajanie modernych
technol6gif do prace;

- Projektova cinnost;

- Interview;

- Workshop;

- Besedy;

- Spolupraca s relevant-
nymi inStitciami.

rekonstrukcia zdbradlia medzi terasami, rekonstrukcia kupoly na Ciduk Ha- } *
din, vnutorné omietky hrubé i hladké, zhotovenie a instalacia bran a okien

podla dobovej predlohy, osekanie cementového torkretu, zhotovenie Pre koho bol uréeny:

a in$taldcia informac¢nych tabul, ako aj smerovych tabul v meste, odstranenie Pre Ziakov od 3 do X rokov
naletovych drevin na pristupovej ceste. a Sirok( verejnost.

E

Vysledky/vystupy projeku:

— Histéria zidovskej nabozenskej obce - text;

—  Webova stranka www.zidovskycintorin.sk;

—  Zrekonstruovany zidovsky cintorin;

— Turisticka cesta po zidovskych pamiatkach v meste;
— Propagacné materidly k jednotlivym projektom;

—  Sumar spisanych pribehov;

— Prezentdcia projektu doma i v zahranici;

— Tematické sprevadzania po meste a cintorine.

Ohlasy na projekt:

Velmi pozitivne, uverejnené:

www.zidovskycintorin.sk

www.banskastiavnica.sk

www.zivotbs.sk

www.icm.sk

www.mladezbs.sk

facebook, STV1 a 2, TV JOJ, Markiza, TA 3, Slovensky rozhlas.
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Name of educator:
Mgr. Roman Sakala

School:
Grammar High School
Bytca

Courses taught by educa-
tor and courses related to
the project: social sciences,
ethics.

ﬁ
ﬁ

Number and age of stu-
dents participating on the
project:

one, 18-years-old.

S Y

Methodology:
lectures, presentations, dis-
cussions, individual study.

S Y

Project results and out-
puts:

participation at the nation-
al round of the Olympics in
Human Rights, placed 12t
among students from all
around Slovakia.

S Y

Target group:
high schools students, usu-
ally from 3 and 4" grades.

S 1

Responses to the project:
positive responses of stu-
dents as well as educators.

ﬁ
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A STUDENT ESSAY COMPETING
AT THE OLYMPICS IN HUMAN RIGHTS.

Project’s content/summary:

in essence, the project is an essay on the Holocaust - To remember, or to
Forget, one of the essay topics announced by the Slovak National Center for
Human Rights as a part of Olympics in Human Rights. The essay was writ-
ten by Patricia Michelova, a high school student in her graduation year, who
qualified for the national round of this competition and placed 12" among
a selection of top Slovak participants.

Description of project preparations, realization, and evaluation:

The Olympics in Human Rights is an event with a long tradition regular-
ly attended by students from our school. The entire competition starts with
school rounds. The most successful students go on to regional rounds and
consequently to the final, national competition. The competition takes place
all throughout the year and is composed of a knowledge-based exam, as well
as discussions and consultations with an assigned educator. The exhibition
aims to involve students, who demonstrate a real interest in issues associated
with human rights.

Pedagogic and didactic aims:

Emphasize the need to focus on the topic of human rights, interiorize it,
and bring up a well-informed generation, lead students to empathy and the
ability to use their acquired knowledge in practice.

Lessons learned from executing the project:

It was important to stimulate students and make them interested in the
topic by discussing current events and facts related to the Holocaust. The
student, however, is the essence of success, his/her motivation, knowledge,
charisma, ability to catch the audience’s attention.



Studentska esej
HOLOKAUST - PRIPOMINAT CI ZABUDNUT

Obsahova napln projektu:

Projekt je tvoreny esejou na tému Holokaust — pripominat ¢i zabudnut,
ktoru vyhlasilo Slovenské narodné stredisko pre fudské prava ako jednu
z tém Studentskych eseji v ramci Olympiady ludskych prav. Esej vypracovala
$tudentka maturitného ro¢nika Patricia Michelova, ktora postupila do celo-
statneho kola tejto sutaze a umiestnila sa medzi 15 najlep$imi v ramci SR.

Popis pripravy, realizacie a vyhodnotenia projektu:

Olympiada Iudskych prav je podujatie s dlhoro¢nou tradiciou, ktoré-
ho sa pravidelne zucastnuju studenti nasej $koly. Celé podujatie sa zacina
$kolskymi kolami, z ktorych najlepsi postupuju do krajskych a nasledne do
celostatnych kol. Realizuje sa v priebehu skolského roka jednak klasicky-
mi vedomostnymi testmi, ale aj formou besied a konzultacii s prislusnym
vyucujucim. Je uréeny pre studentov so skuto¢nym zaujmom o problematiku
Tudskych prav.

Pedagogické a didaktické ciele:

Zdoraznit potrebu venovat sa tematike [udskych prav a interiorizovat ju,
vybudovat solidnu vedomostnu zakladnu z danej problematiky, viest tuden-
tov k empatii a schopnosti prakticky vyuzivat naucené poznatky.

Skusenost z realizacie projektu:

Dolezité je ziskat $tudentov pre dand tému, zaujat ich praktickymi
udalostami, faktami zo Zivota. Vzdy je vSak dolezity Student, jeho chcenie,
vedomosti, charizma, schopnost zaujat pri prezentacii.

é

Meno ucitela:
Mgr. Roman Sakala

Skola:
Gymnazium Bytca

Predmety, ktoré uci real-
ne a ku ktorym sa projekt
viazal:

Néuka o spoloc¢nosti - etic-
ké& vychova

ﬁ
ﬁ

Pocet a vek Studentov
realizujdcich projekt:
Projekt realizovala jedna
studentka vo veku osem-
nast rokov.

b Y

Metodologické pristupy:
\Wklad, prezentacie, recnic-
ke diskusné fora, samostu-
dium.

b X

Pre koho bol urceny:
Studentov strednych skél,
spravidla z tretich a Stvr-
tych roc¢nikov.

b Y

Vysledky/vystupy projeku:
Ucast v celostatnom kole
OLP, umiestnenie na 12.
mieste v ramci SR.

S X

Ohlasy na projekt:
Pozitivne zo strany Studen-
tov, ale aj pedagdgov.

ﬁ
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Name of Educator:
Mgr. Sona Vargova

School:
Private Grammar School,
Lucenec

Courses taught by educa-
tor and courses related to
the project: history, Slovak
language and literature,
ethics - | managed to use
knowledge acquired dur-
ing the project at all these
courses.

ﬁ
é

Project’s content/
summary: The project’s
aim was to search for
information about |ew-

ish citizens of Lucenec,
describe Jewish cultural
heritage, map the history
of the Jewish Community in
the town of Lucenec until
today, look for those who
survived the Holocaust,
collect their testimonies,
which have either been
published in the press,
memoirs, or record their
testimonies during person-
al meetings. We were inter-
ested in finding out when
and why Jews began to

be persecuted, in finding
out more about the Jewish
history of our town, and
how were these citizens
destinies influenced by the
Holocaust.

Number and age of stu-
dents participating on the
project: The project took
three years and was car-
ried out by two students
who worked on it from
16-years-of-age to 19 (stu-
dents: Simona Mihélikova,
Lenka SliZova).

ﬁ
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JEWISH COMMUNITY
AND THE HOLOCAUST IN LUCENEC

Description of project preparations, realization, and evaluation:

The project is still taking place and is divided into four phases: prepara-
tion, heuristic, summarizing, and didactic.

Preparation phase: From June 2008 to January 2009 our students visited
all cultural heritage sites in Lucenec connected to the history of Judaism. To-
gether, we researched their history, origin, current standing and managed to
make photographs of these sites. We visited authentic sites connected to the
Holocaust — former concentration camp Auschwitz - Birkenau, Mauthausen,
memorials of different concentration camps located at the Pére Lachaise
Cemetery in Paris. We studied how the Holocaust is being commemorated
all around Europe.

On May 8, 2009, one of our students took part and was the youngest
guest at a conference held in Rimavskd Sobota Holokaust in Southern Slo-
vakia. In September 2009, we visited the Jewish Museum in Bratislava where
we searched for natives of Luc¢enec, who have been awarded the Righteous
Among the Nations title. We also visited the synagogue in Nitra.

On October 17, 2009 we organized a commemorative event dedicated to
the Jewish Community in Novohrad called A Touch a Saftron for the Soul.
On this occasion, we had the opportunity to visit the interior of a neo-
logic synagogues located in our town, which, due to its bad technical state,
is closed to the public. The event took place in the Novohrad Gallery in
Lucenec, where M. Korc¢ok of the Museum of Jewish Culture in Bratislava
gave a lecture.

On December 11, 2009 between 9am and 12pm, we watched an interna-
tional cultural and historical presentation Dark Times broadcasted on the
internet, which described the standing of predominantly the Roma and Jews
during the Holocaust.

We assembled and studied a large sum of literature on the Holocaust and
especially those publications that focus on Luc¢enec and South Slovakia.

Heuristic phase: During the preparation phase and our research (2008-
2010) we managed to establish cooperation with the following institutions,
experts, and contemporaries of the Holocaust, who helped us conduct her-
etic research and make necessary theoretical preparation. We were in con-
tact via email, telephone, as well as personally with: The Museum of Jewish
Culture in Bratislava — Mrs. Polakova, Mr. Mestan, Mr. Kor¢ok, The Nation’s
Memory Institute - Mr. Mita&, Mr. Stofkov4, The Holocaust Documentation
Center — Mrs. Vrzgulovd, Novohradské Museum and Gallery — Mr. Kovacs,



ZIDOVSKA OBEC A HOLOKAUST V LUCENCI

Popis pripravy, realizacie a vyhodnotenia projektu:

Projekt, ktory este stale prebieha, ma pripravnu, heuristickt, sumarizuju-
cu a didakticka fazu.

Pripravna faza - od juna 2008 po januar 2009 studentky navstivili vetky
lucenské pamiatky viazuce sa k historii zidovstva. Zistili sme spolo¢ne ich
histériu, povod, momentalny stav, fotograficky sme ich zdokumentovali.

Navstivili sme autentické pamitné miesta — byvaly koncentraény tabor
Auschwitz-Birkenau, Mauthausen, pamitniky jednotlivym tdborom na
cintorine Pére Lachaise v Parizi. Zistovali sme, akymi spdsobmi si v Euré-
pe pripominaju holokaust. 8. maja 2009 sa ztcastnila nasa Studentka ako
najmladsia ucastnicka konferencie v Rimavskej Sobote s nazvom Holokaust
na juznom Slovensku. V septembri 2009 sme navstivili Mtizeum Zidovskej
kultary v Bratislave, kde sme v zozname Spravodlivi medzi narodmi hladali,
¢i boli oceneni zachrancovia z Lucenca. Navstivili sme aj synagdgu v Nitre.

Dna 17. oktébra 2009 sa uskutoc¢nil spomienkovy program venovany
zidovskej komunite v Novohrade s nazvom Stipka $afranu pre dusu. Poduja-
tie sa uskutocnilo v priestoroch Novohradskej galérie v Lucenci, kde sme sa
zucastnili prednasky M. Korcoka z Muzea Zidovskej kultary v Bratislave. Pri
tejto prilezitosti sme si mohli pozriet zvnutra neologicku synagdgu v nasom
meste, ktora je pre zly technicky stav verejnosti dlhodobo nepristupna.

Dna 11. decembra 2009 od 9:00 do 12:00 prebiehalo internetové vysie-
lanie s ndzvom Cierne ¢asy. Bola to medzindrodna kultrna a historickd
prezentécia o postaveni najma Zidov a Rémov v ¢ase holokaustu.

Zhromazdili a prestudovali sme mnozstvo literatury k téme holokaust,
$pecialne na juznom Slovensku a v Lucenci.

Heuristicka faza — pocas pripravnej fazy a vyskumu v rokoch 2008 az
2010 sme nadviazali spolupracu s nasledujicimi institiciami, odbornikmi
a pamitnikmi holokaustu, ktori nam pomohli pri heuristickom vyskume
a teoretickej priprave. Vzajomny kontakt prebiehal e-mailovou, telefonickou
a osobnou formou. Boli to nasledovné institacie: Muzeum zidovskej kultary
v Bratislave - p. Poldkov4, p. Mestan, p. Koréok; Ustav pamiti
ndroda - p. Mita¢, p. Stofkova; Dokumentacné stredisko holokaustu —

p. Vrzgulova; Novohradské mtzeum a galéria - p. Kovacs; Statny archiv
pobocka Lucenec - p. Sedliakova; Zidovskd obec v Luéenci - p. Vajova;
Novohradskd kniZnica v Lu¢enci; Historicky tistav SAV - p. Kamenec; Ustav
etnolégie SAV - p. Salner; pamitnici holokaustu a ich deti, regionalni autori
prac s historickou tematikou: p. Puntigan a p. Drenko. V$etkym dakujeme
aj touto cestou za poskytnuté rady a ochotu pomodct nam.
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Meno ucitelky:
Mgr. Sona Vargova

Skola:
Stukromné gymnazium
Lucenec

Predmety, ktoré uci real-
ne a ku ktorym sa projekt
viazal:

Dejepis, slovensky jazyk

a literatura, eticka vychova
a vo vsetkych predmetoch
som vyuzila poznatky,
ziskané v projekte.

E
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Obsahovéa napln projektu:
Néaplriou projektu bolo
hladat informacie o zidov-
skych spoluobcanoch

v Lucenci, popisat zidovské
pamiatky, zmapovat dejiny
zidovskej obce v Lucen-

ci az do sucasnosti, patrat
po tych, ktorf prezili
holokaust a zozbierat ich
spomienky, ktoré doteraz
boli publikované, respekti-
ve zaznamenat ich pribehy
pocas osobnych stretnuti.
Zaujimalo nas, kedy a pre-
¢o zacalo prenasledovanie
zidovského etnika, ak(
histériu ma toto etnikum

v nasom rodnom meste

a aké boli a st osudy ludi,
Uzko spatych s tymto
mestom a touto historic-
kou udalostou.

Pocet a vek Studentov
realizujucich projekt:
Projekt realizovali dve Stu-
dentky od svojich 16. rokov
a trval tri roky (Simona
Mihéalikovd, Lenka Slizova).

E
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Summarizing phase:

We put together a brief
summary of the Jewish
Community’s history in
Lucenec, described each
Jewish cultural heritage
site, collected testimonies
of ten Holocaust survivors,
assembled evidence and
material.

Didactic phase:

We make use of all col-
lected facts and materials
when teaching classes.
One of our students pre-
sented the project to two
4th-grade classes at our
Grammar High School.
When teaching about
World War Two at a Slovak
literature class, we also
worked with excerpts of
the book Numb Bird writ-
ten by a regional author
Olga L. Galy who based
the book on her experi-
ence from the Lucenec
ghetto.

Methodology:

We employed the heuristic
and questionnaire method,
as well as a method of ana-
lyzing acquired historical
and theoretical sources,
method of interpretation
and synthesis.

Project results and outputs:
After having completed
our research, we pre-
sented the newly-acquired
information and facts to
4" orade students of our

Grammar High School dur-

ing two classes in March
2010.

Following the discussion,
students wrote their fiction
diary entry by which they
tried to put themselves
into the place of a Jewish

4

E
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The State Archive’s Branch in Luc¢enec — Mrs. Sedliakova, Jewish Religious
Community in Luc¢enec, Novohradska Library in Lucenec, Historical Insti-
tute of the Slovak Academy of Sciences - Mr. Kamenec, Institute of Ethnol-
ogy of the Slovak Academy of Sciences — Mr. Salner, survivors of the Holo-
caust and their children, authors of regional history books: Mr. Puntigan,
Mr. Drenko.

We are grateful to all of them for giving us advice and for their willing-
ness to help. At the same time, when we were studying available materi-
als, we also conducted a census, based on questionnaires, which aimed to
reveal how much do students of our school and adult citizens of Lucenec
know about the Holocaust. Sixty respondents took part in the census. We
also searched for Holocaust survivors in order to record their testimonies in
time.

Goals (not only pedagogic and didactic):

The main goal was to create space for students who were interested in
employing a new perspective at their own regional micro-history by using
the method of oral history. Our projects targeted students directly involved
in the project, the general student population at our school, as well as stu-
dents interested in getting involved in the future.

This project aimed to, at least partially, fill in the “blank space” in our re-
gional historiography by providing a complex view of the Holocaust, which
also included testimonies of Holocaust survivors from Lucenec.

At the same time we tried to motivate students to contemplate about
the Holocaust and the way it took place in Slovakia and predominantly in
Lucenec because we - people, can never let anything of this nature take place
again. Nevertheless, manifestations of anti-Semitism and intolerance are still
present until today.

Our students realized that they and their peers view the Holocaust as
a very distant event both in terms of time, space, as well as experience.

It was because of this, that we set as our primary goal to find out what
the Lucenec students’ and the general public’s level of knowledge on the
Holocaust in Europe, Slovakia, South Slovakia and Lucenec is. Based on col-
lected information were designed the aims of our project:

- create cooperation between institutions and experts dealing with the
Holocaust; find a complex publication on the history of our region and try to
carry out historical research, which is a very demanding activity.

- find as much material as possible about contemporaries of the Holo-
caust, their testimonies and memories.

— present results of our research and heuristics to 4" grade students of
our Private Grammar High School who are being taught about the Holo-
caust at different classes. According to the educational philosophy of teach-
ing about the Holocaust, students at this age are well prepared to understand
the issues under study and, at the same time, are in an era of their lives when
they are only beginning to form their own attitudes on issues such as racism,
anti-Semitism, intolerance. This activity allows them to “be sensitive to-
wards and feel historical relations and personalize this experience by putting



Subezne so studiom dostupnych materidlov prebiehal vyskum dotazni-

kovou metddou s cielom zistit, aké informacie o danej téme maju Studenti Metodologické pristupy:
Sukromného gymnazia a dospeli obyvatelia mesta Luc¢enec. Do vyskumu Vyuzili sme heuristickd

sme zapojili 60 respondentov. o dofiazioul misigel, &ie
aj metoddu analyzy zfska-

Hladali sme pamaétnikov holokaustu s cielom zachytit, kym je cas, ich nych historickych a teore-
svedectva. tickych pramefiov, metédu
Sumarizujica faza - vytvorili sme stru¢ny sumar dejin zZidovskej obce interpretacie a syntézy.
v Lucenci, popis jednotlivych pamiatok, ziskali sme spomienky desiatich pa-
mitnikov holokaustu, zhromazdili sme dokazovy a argumentacny material. } *
Didakvtické taza — vSetky zozbierané fakty, materialy vyuzivame vo vy- Ohlasv na proiekt:
ucovani. Studentka najnovsie vedomosti k téme odprezentovala na dvoch Stretl| )gm e Ea SJ 0 o.ziti\/nymi
vyucovacich hodinach vo $tvrtej triede gymnazia. V 6smej triede sme pri a podpornymi reakciami.

téme druhd svetova vojna v slovenskej literatire mohli pracovat s iryvkom \

z knihy Nemy vtak, ktoru napisala rodacka z nasho mesta a spracovala v nej
svoje zazitky z lu¢enského geta.
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Ciele (nielen pedagogické a didaktické):

Zakladnym cielom, ku ktorému smerovalo vyuzitie vSetkych postupov,
bolo sprostredkovat studentkam-riesitelkam projektu, ale aj Studentom nasej
$koly a potencionalnym pokracovatelom vyskumu rezonancny priestor

a multiperspektivnost pri spoznavani vlastnych dejin na tirovni mikrohisté-
rie aj pomocou oralnej historie.
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boy or a girl of their age,
incarcerated in a ghetto,
hiding, or in a concentra-
tion camp.

Thus, we created scholarly
work called The Jewish
Holocaust in Lucenec,
which was presented

by one of our students

at the regional round of
the High School Academic
Work Competition, April
2010. The work contains
evidence of our research,
activities, historical do-
cuments, graphs, tables,
overview, statistics,
photographs, survivors’
testimonies.

Currently, we are prepar-
ing a brochure and a semi-
nar for history teachers

at elementary and high
schools in Luc¢enec, which
will take place on February
2011.

Target group:

The project was designed
for students who took part
in the High School Scholar-
ly Work Competition. The
entire research process
was very important for
them as well as for other
students of our school and
later, after we have assem-
bled a large sum of facts,
other history teachers
from our town as well as
the general public became
interested in the results of
our research.

_
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themselves in the place of a person, who lived in the era” (Hagemann, U. at
al., 2005, p. 32). In our case, this person was Anna Frank and the students’
task was to write a fiction diary entry of a Jewish boy and a girl living during
the Holocaust, when they were incarcerated in a ghetto, hiding, or in a con-
centration camps. The aim of this activity was to sensitize students toward
others suffering. Suffering that also exists today.

- put together an academic piece of work (such as the High School
Scholarly Work), later transform it into a brochure, which would be available
to the public at the Novohradska Library and Museum. This information
might even help them prevent intolerance in our town.

- organize a seminar for teachers of history at elementary and high
schools, provide them fact-based material in order for them to incorporate
it into education about regional history. They will be presented these facts by
a student — researcher. We have plan to hold the seminar in February 2011.
It will compose of a lecture on the Holocaust of South Slovakia, workshops,
participation on the Anna Frank exhibition, lecture and discussion about the
presented material.

Results of our search for survivors’ testimonies:

During our research, we tried to find testimonies of living as well as dead
Holocaust survivors from Luc¢enec. We tried to search for, identify (change
of name, marriage after WWIL.), and establish contact with living survivors.
It was a challenge to summarize existing and already published testimonies
and acquire new ones, which would be a memento of this historical tragedy
for citizens of our region.

We managed to obtain ten personal testimonies on the Holocaust in
Lucenec (one remains unidentified because we did not manage to find out
the author’s identity). Age of those who provided us their testimonies, their
state of health, as well as our respect for these people and their relatives wishes
not to disturb their peace and balance by bringing up memories of the Holo-
caust prevented us from directly communicating with living survivors except



Tymto projektom sme chceli aspon ¢iasto¢ne vyplnit ,,biele miesto” v re-
gionalnej historiografii, kedze komplexnejsi pohlad aj s vypovedami pamit-
nikov na tému holokaust v Lucenci zatial v slovenskych dejinach chybal.

Zaroven sme sa snazili, aby sa Studenti zamysleli nad problematikou
holokaustu na Slovensku a najma v Lucenci, pretoze my, [udia, nesmieme
dopustit, aby sa nieco takéto este raz zopakovalo. Prejavy antisemitizmu,
intolerancie pretrvavaju dodnes.

Studentky si uvedomili, Ze oni aj ich rovesnici vnimaju holokaust ako
¢asovo, priestorovo aj skusenostne velmi vzdialenu historicku udalost.

Preto bolo nasim prvym stanovenym cielom zistit iroven vedomosti §tu-
dentov, ale aj dospelych obyvatelov Lu¢enca o obdobi holokaustu v Eurépe,
na Slovensku, juznom Slovensku a v Luc¢enci. Na zaklade ziskanych informa-
cii sme si stanovili dalsie ciele:

— Nadviazat spolupracu s instituciami a odbornikmi zaoberajucimi sa
obdobim holokaustu, ziskat monograficky, regionalny material k téme
a skusit zvladnut historicky vyskum, ktory je velmi pracny.

— Najst mnozstvo informacii o pamitnikoch tejto historickej udalosti,
ich vypovede a spomienky.

— Prezentovat vysledky vyskumu a heuristiky Studentom Stikromného
gymnazia hlavne v IV. ro¢niku, v ktorom je téma holokaust vhodne zarade-
na nielen podla chronologického osnovania uciva, ale aj vek studentov
je podla metodiky vyucovania holokaustu najvhodnejsi pre pochopenie
témy a zaroven vhodny na vytvaranie si vlastnych postojov k téme rasizmu,
antisemitizmu a netolerancie. V ramci tejto aktivity maju ,,historické Zivotné
vztahy precitit a zazit exemplarnym personalizovanim tym sposobom, Ze sa
Studenti vziju do nejakej vtedy Zijucej osoby” (Hagemann, U. a kol., 2005,

s. 32). V nasom pripade to bola Anna Frankova a ulohou $tudentov bolo
vytvorit fiktivny dennikovy zdznam Zidovského chlapca a dievcata v obdobi
holokaustu, pocas ich interndcie v gete, tkryte ¢i v koncentra¢nom tabore,
¢im sme chceli prebudit empatiu s utrpenim, ktorého je aj dnes dostatok.

—  Spracovat odbornt pracu ako pracu SOC a neskér broziru, ktora
by bola pristupna verejnosti v Novohradskej kniznici a muzeu, aby ziskané
informacie pomohli mozno v prevencii intolerancie v meste.

- Zorganizovat semindr pre vyucujucich dejepisu na ZS a SS, dat im
k dispozicii faktograficky material, aby ho mohli zaclenit do vyucby regi-
ondlnych dejin. S faktami ich bude oboznamovat studentka-vyskumnicka.
Seminar je naplanovany na februar 2011. Jeho sucastou bude prednaska
o holokauste na juznom Slovensku, tvorivé dielne, ucast na vystave Anna
Frankova, prednaska a diskusia k materialom.

Vysledky nasho vyskumu:

Pocas vyskumu sme sa pokusali najst vypovede Zijucich aj nezijucich
pamitnikov holokaustu v Lucenci. Snazili sme sa vypatrat, identifikovat
(zmena mena, vydaj po druhej svetovej vojne) a kontaktovat este Zijucich
pamaitnikov. Sumarizacia existujucich a uz zverejnenych vypovedi a ziska-
nie dalSich, ktoré by obyvatelom regiénu sprostredkovali ako memento tato
historicku skusenost, bola pre nas vyzvou.

ﬁ

Pre koho bol projekt
urceny:

Projekt bol uréeny pre sa-
motné riesitelky, pre ktoré
bol nesmiernym prinosom,
pre Studentov naseho
gymnazia, neskor ziskanim
mnozstva faktov prerastol
hranice Skoly. Jeho vy-
sledky su vyuzitelné aj pre
vyucujucich dejepisu a pre
verejnost v Lucenci.

Skusenost z realizacie
projektu:

Wskum tejto témy je deter-
minovany Ciastocne ¢asom,
pretoze Cas v tomto pripa-
de stojf proti badatelovi

a pamatnici zomieraju. Za-
Zili sme to sami pri kontakte
s pani Sternlichtovou, ktoré
zomrela pocas nasho vy-
skumu a nestihli sme sa

s lou osobne skontaktovat.
Pri realizacii takéhoto pro-
jektu su potrebné jazykové
znalosti, trpezlivost, ochota
pracovat pocas volnych
chvil ¢i vikendov, zaniete-
nost a pevna vola.

Stretli sme sa aj s odmiet-
nutim ¢i problémami

(v instittciach, so samot-
nymi spominajucimi, pri
spractvanti vysledkov vysku-
mu). Neochotu ¢i neddve-
ru treba prekonat. Oslovili
sme aj Zidovské mizeum

v Budapesti a Mdzeum Jad
Vasem v Jeruzaleme. Bohu-
Zial'sme nedostali odpoved.
Finan¢né a casové moz-
nosti nam branili v ziskanf
dalsich informécif, kedze
by bola potrebné cesta do
Budapesti (Lucenec

v Case druhej svetove] vojny
patril k Madarsku), Jeruza-
lema (kam bola odnesena
aj lu€enska téra) ¢i USA,
kam vycestovali niektorf{
pamatnici holokaustu v 50.
rokoch 20. storocia.
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Responses to the project:
positive, supportive.

Lessons learned from
executing the project:
Research of this topic is
significantly influenced by
time. This is due to the
fact that when researching
the Holocaust, time plays
against the researcher and
SUrvivors are passing away.
We, unfortunately, real-
ized and experienced this
while conducting our own
research - Mrs. Sternlich-
tova died during the time
we were conducting our
research and we did not
manage to establish per-
sonal contact with her.
When carrying out a pro-
ject of this kind, one needs
to have necessary lan-
guage skills, patience, be
ready to work during his/
her free time, be zealous,
and have a strong will.

We also experienced
refusal as well as other
problems (with institu-
tions, survivors, when
processing the results of
our research). It is neces-
sary to overcome unwill-
ingness and distrust. We
also contacted the Jewish
Museum in Budapest and
the Yad Vashem Memorial
in Jerusalem. We, however,
unfortunately never heard
back from them.

Our financial and time
limits did not allow us to
acquire additional infor-
mation from Budapest
(during World War Two
Lucenec belonged to Hun-
gary), Jerusalem (where
the Lucenec torah is cur-
rently located), or the USA,
where some Holocaust
survivors had moved to in
the 1950s.

<4
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for two. We were in contact with these survivors’ daughters via email and
telephone due to the fact that we did not feel we had the necessary method-
ology for preparing and conducting direct interviews with survivors on this
topic. We were also limited by the lack of financial resources.

The search for testimonies, or should I rather say, information about two
of the survivors has abruptly reached a dead end due to the death of two
survivors. The other survivors live abroad: in Freiburg, Germany, in Basel,
Switzerland, and in Amsterdam, Holland.

Similarly, Mrs. Olga. L. Galy lives with her daughter in Bratislava and
we were in contact with this witness vie her daughter. Second survivor lives
close to Bratislava, communicated with us via email and, until today, we have
not managed to visit the third survivor who lives in Ziar nad Hronom.

We acquired some testimonies from the Novohradské noviny (Serena
Tédorova, Gertruda Sternlichtova, Viera Ruzena Fischerova and Andor
Lukécs), from the internet (O. Winkler - www.wikipedia.sk, Viera Gordo-
nova - www.upn.gov.sk — video). We found other testimonies in different
publications. One of them was Mr. P. Salner’s book — They Survived the Hol-
ocaust, which contains a testimony of O. L. (born 1921) about the Lucenec
Ghetto. It was only in March 2010 that we managed to find out that Mrs.

O. L. is the journalist and writer Olga L. Galy, whose daughter sent us her
mother’s CV on March 18, 2010. Information in the CV is consistent with
Mrs. Galy’s previous testimony. Olga L. Galy is also the author of a fiction
book about the Holocaust in Lucenec, which is based on her own wartime
experience. In her novel Silent Bird, she provided the first ever published ac-
count about the Holocaust in Southern Slovakia. The book was published in
Hungarian and translated to Slovak by the author’s daughter. We also man-
aged to acquire photographs of Mrs. Galy from her family archive.

Also in his book Slaves of the Reich, Jan Rakyta assembled testimonies
of Czech and Slovak Holocaust survivors. The book contains the testimony
of Gertruda S. We obtained the book from Mrs. S’s daughter, who lives in
Germany.

Mr. Hidasi also wrote an autobiographic testimony. This testimony was
published in Hungarian and German. We communicated with Mr. Hidasi in
German via email or telephone. Mr. Hidasi was very open and we managed
to arrange a meeting with him during the summer of 2011. Every ear he
comes back to visit Lu¢enec and Budapest, where he conducts research
in archives.

Mr. Keleti refused to publish his testimony and provide us with his any
information about his life. Nevertheless, we highly appreciate his methodo-
logical advice, he remained in contact with us for the duration of the entire
research, advised us and expressed great interest in our research.

Mr. Katarina Lajc¢iakové, who lives in Ziar nad Hronom (was deported as
a 6-year-old to Auschwitz) was eventually very interested in meeting us and
in sharing her testimony. Until now, however, we have not been able to meet
with her.



Ziskali sme desat osobnych spomienkovych vypovedi k téme holokaust
v Lucenci, ale jedna je neidentifikovatelna, nepodarilo sa nam zistit totoz-
nost vypovedajucej osoby. Vek spominajucich, ich zdravotny stav, ale aj
nas re$pekt s prianiami rodinnych prislusnikov nerusit tazko nadobudnuty
pokoj a rovnovahu tychto Iudi spomienkami na hrézy holokaustu sposobili,
ze sme len v dvoch pripadoch komunikovali priamo so Zijucimi pamétnik-
mi. Dalej sme komunikovali s dcérami pamitni¢ok. Komunikécia prebie-
hala prostrednictvom e-mailov, telefonicky, kedZe sme sa necitili dostato¢ne
metodicky pripravené a erudované urobit s pamdtnikmi priamy rozhovor na
tato tému. Obmedzovali nas aj finan¢né moznosti.

Vypovede, respektive informacie o dvoch pamatnikoch st uz navzdy
ukoncené pretoze zomreli. Traja dalsi spominajuci, pan Jozef H., pani Viera
G. a pan Andor L. Ziji v zahranici.

Na Slovensku ziju $tyria nami kontaktovani pamétnici holokaustu v Lu-
¢enci. Spomienky sme ziskali z Novohradskych novin, z webovych stranok
(www.wikipedia.sk, www.upn.gov.sk). Dalsie vypovede sme nasli v kniznych
publikaciach. Jednou z nich je kniha Petra Salnera Prezili holokaust, v ktorej
sa nachadza vypoved O. L. (rok narodenia 1921) o lu¢enskom gete. Zhodou
okolnosti sa nam az v marci 2010 podarilo identifikovat pani O. L. ako spiso-
vatelku a novinarku, ktorej dcéra nam 18. marca 2010 poslala jej Zivotopis
a udaje v nom a udaje vo vypovedi sa zhoduju. Pani O. L. je aj autorkou
autobiografickej vypovede o holokauste v Lucenci v beletrizovanej podobe.
Ako prva zo slovenskych spisovatelov popisala v romane Nemy vtak holo-
kaust na juznom Slovensku. Kniha vysla v madarskom jazyku a dcéra autor-
ky ju prelozila do slovenského jazyka. Podarilo sa nam ziskat aj fotografie
z rodinného archivu.

Vypovede ceskych a slovenskych pamatnikov holokaustu zozbieral aj Jan
Rakyta v knihe Nevolnici rise. Obsahuje aj vypoved pani Gertrudy S., knihu
nam darovala jej Zijuca v Nemecku.

Autorom dalsej autobiografickej vypovede je pan Jozef H., vysla knizne
v madarskom a nemeckom jazyku. Komunikdcia s nim prebiehala pomocou
e-mailov a telefonicky v nemeckom jazyku. Kazdy rok sa vracia do Lu¢enca
a do Budapesti, kde bada v archivoch.

Pan K. odmietol zverejnit svoj pribeh, nesmierne si v§ak vazime jeho
metodické rady. Pocas celého vyskumu nas kontaktoval, radil ndm a Zivo sa
zaujimal o jeho priebeh.

Pani Katarina L., Zijuca v Ziari nad Hronom, deportovand ako $estro¢na
do koncentra¢ného tdbora Auschwitz-Birkenau, bola po kratkej tivahe velmi
ochotna sa s nami stretnut a podelit sa s nami o spomienky, bohuzial, toto
stretnutie sme zatial nezrealizovali.

ﬁ

Vysledky/vystupy projeku:
Po dokoncenf vyskumu
sme prezentovali ziskané
informacie a fakty v IV. trie-
de Stikromného gymna-
zia na dvoch vyucovacich
hodinach v marci 2010.
Studenti po diskusii spra-
covali svoj fiktivny denni-
kovy zéznam, v ktorom

sa snazili vzit do pocitov
chlapca ¢i dievcata ich
veku internovaného v gete,
ukryte &i koncentracnom
tabore.

Vznikla odborna praca

s nazvom Zidovsky holo-
kaust v Lucenci, ktort nasa
Studentka obhajovala na
krajskom kole SOC v aprili
2010. Priloha prace zahrna
dbkazy o vyskume, vlast-
nych aktivitach, historické
dokumenty, grafy, tabulky,
prehlady, Statistiky, fotogra-
fie, vypovede prezivsich.

V pripravnej faze ja praca
na brozure a seminari pre
vyucujucich dejepis na ZS
a SS v Lucenci, ktory pre-
behne vo februéri 2011.

ﬁ
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Name of Educatior:
PhDr. Alica Virdzekova

School:

Grammar High School,
Varsavska cesta 1, 010 08
Zilina

Courses taught by educa-
tor and courses related to
the project: history (also
teaches Slovak)

E
é

Project’s content/summary:
The aim of this activity was
to inform young people
about the Holocaust and
the life of Jewish citizens
during World War Two in
the Zilina region by using
survivors' testimonies.

To look at a historical era
through the destiny of one
of the families that had
lived in our region during
that time.

b E

Pedagogic and didactic
aims:

To explain the era of the
Slovak state (1939-45) to
our students via an authen-
tic testimony provided by

a direct survivor of these
events. At the same time,
to give them the possibil-
ity to compare textbook
knowledge with the destiny
of someone, who survived.

S Y

Number and age of stu-
dents participating on the
project:

51 students of the 3
grade of our Grammar
High School.

ﬁ
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DISCUSSION WITH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

Description of project preparations, realization, and evaluation:

Although Mr. Arieh Klein has lived with his family in Israel since 1949,
until today his name remains quite well known to the citizens of Zilina.

Mr. Klein is also well known all around Slovakia due to the fact that Rudolf
Schuster captured his life story in the book The Man with Two Hearts.

The idea to arrange a meeting with Ari Klein, as his friends refer to him,
was based on one of our student’s work and we managed to realize it in Janu-
ary 2010. To listen to this survivor’s testimony was a very touching experi-
ence. Already at this point we decided to organize s discussion between him
and the students of our school. It took several months to realize this event
despite the fact that Mr. Klein visited Slovakia and Zilina several times dur-
ing this period (for example to take part at the anniversary of the burning
down of Kaliste, which he managed to survive and during which his mother
was killed, or to take part at the Righteous Among the Nations awarding
ceremony at which a num from one of Zilina’s monasteries was awarded for
hiding Jewish children - one of them being Rudolf Klein, Ari’s cousin).

Before we managed to establish a date for the discussion, I found out
how many students of the 3rd grade, where I teach history, would be inter-
ested in taking part at such a discussion. I explained who Ari Klein is and
this stimulated their interest in the event.

The discussion took place on June 22, 2010 at the Grammar High School
in Zilina, Var$avska cesta. Two hours spent with Mr. Klein went by very
quickly. He is a fantastic story teller, is capable of approaching young people,
and has no problem to react to any question from the audience.

Several students also took part at a commemoration ceremony, which
has been taking place for several years now at the Jewish cemetery in Zilina
and at the Memorial dedicated to Holocaust victims (located close to where
the former deportation center used to be located). Towards the end of the
school year, we also managed to publish a short article in regional news-
papers. Mr. Klein took back to Israel a work by one of our students, a CD
containing his testimony, and photographs.

Project results and outputs: talking about the discussion and the era,
which the survivor had lived through; an article describing the event in the
Zilinsky vecernik; recording the testimony on a CD; photographs from the
event; information published at our website (history website) for the rest of
the students to see.



BESEDA S PAMATNIKOM HOLOKAUSTU

Popis pripravy, realizacie a vyhodnotenia aktivity:

Meno Arieh Klein je Zilinéanom znéme, aj ked v sa¢asnosti pan Klein
Zije aj s rodinou v Izraeli, kam odisiel v roku 1949. Toto meno je zndme aj na
Slovensku, pretoze jeho Zivotné osudy zachytil Rudolf Schuster v knihe Muz
s dvoma srdcami.

Népad stretnut sa s Ari Kleinom, ako ho volaju priatelia a zndmi, vzni-
kol v suvislosti so studentskou pracou a podarilo sa ho zrealizovat v januari
2010. Poc¢uvat zivotné osudy tohto pamitnika bol silny zazitok. Uz vtedy
sme sa dohodli usporiadat besedu pre mojich Ziakov v nasej skole. Zial, trva-
lo este niekolko mesiacov, kym sa nam ju podarilo realizovat, hoci pan Klein
niekolkokrat navétivil Slovensko a Zilinu (napriklad pri vyro¢i vypalenia
Kalista, ktoré prezil a kde zomrela jeho mama, alebo ucast na slavnostnom
odovzdavani ceny Spravodlivy medzi narodmi, ktort dostali sestricky
z klastora v Ziline za ukryvanie Zidovskych deti, medzi ktorymi bol aj
Rudolf Klein, bratranec Ariho).

Este pred dohodnutim terminu akcie, som zistila zaujem studentov sep-
timy, kde u¢im dejepis, o besedu. Vysvetlila som im, o koho ide a moje slova
padli na urodnu podu.

Beseda sa uskutoé¢nila 22. 6. 2010 v Gymndziu v Ziline na Varsavskej ceste.
Dve hodiny s panom Kleinom presli ako voda. Je vyborny rozpravac, dokaze
sa priblizit k mladym fudom, nema problém reagovat na hocijaku otazku.

Niekolko studentov sa zucastnilo na tryzne, ktora sa uz niekolko rokov
kond na zidovskom cintorine v Ziline a potom pri pamitniku venovanom
obetiam holokaustu nedaleko miesta, kde sa nachadzal sustredovaci tabor
v Ziline. V zavere $kolského roka sa podarilo este uverejnit kratky ¢lanok
v regiondlnej tlaci. Pan Klein si pri odchode do Izraela odndsal pracu, ktora
napisal moj student a CD so svojimi spomienkami a fotografiami.

Vysledky/vystupy aktivity:

Rozpravanie sa o besede a o dobe, v ktorej pamitnik Zil, &lanok do Zi-
linského vecernika o akcii, zachytenie rozpravania na CD, fotografie z akcie,
informacia pre ostatnych $tudentov na webovej stranke skoly - na stranke
dejepisu.

Ohlasy na aktivitu:

Beseda sa stretla s velkym zdujmom, mala pozitivny ohlas medzi student-
mi, dozvedeli sa o zivote v obdobi Slovenskej republiky priamo od ¢loveka,
ktory to vsetko prezil (autentickost vypovede).

ﬁ

Meno ucitelky:
PhDr. Alica Virdzekova

Skola:
Gymnazium, VarSavska
cesta 1,010 08 Zilina

Predmety, ktoré uci real-
ne a ku ktorym sa aktivita
viaze:

Dejepis (ucf aj slovencinu).

E
ﬁ

Obsahova napln aktivity:
Tato aktivita bola zamerana
na oboznamenie mladych
ludi's holokaustom

a zivotom zidovského oby-
vatelstva v obdobi druhe;
svetovej vojny v regione
Zilina prostrednictvom spo-
mienok zijuceho pamadtnika.
Priblizit historické obdobie
cez osudy konkrétnej rodi-
ny, Zijucej v tom case

v nasom regione.

S Y

Pedagogické a didaktické
ciele:

Priblizit Studentom obdo-
bie Slovenskej republiky
(1939 - 1945) prostrednic-
tvom autentického roz-
pravania pamaétnika tejto
doby. Zéaroven im dat moz-
nost komparacie - uceb-
nicové poznatky verzus
konkrétne zivotné osudy
Cloveka, ktory to prezil.

b -

Pocet a vek Studentov
realizujucich aktivitu:
Studenti siedmeho roc¢nika
8-rocného gymnazia

v pocte 51 Ziakov.

E
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Methodology:
interview, discussion,
individual work.

b E

Target group: 3™ grade
students of our Grammar
High School.

ﬁ

Responses to the project:

The discussion was very positively received by students due to the fact
that they have learned about the life during the Slovak state directly from
a person, who had survived the era (authentic testimony).

Lessons learned from executing the project:

We had a very positive experience, students learned a lot of new infor-
mation from Mr. Klein’s lecture, they had the possibility to debate with
a person who had survived and seen what happened and, at the same time,
was willing to share his family’, and his friend’s experience. He also touched
on the social, political, and cultural situation during the time of World
War Two. The only negative aspect of the event was its timing. Due to the
fact that it took place towards the end of the school year, when there was
almost no teaching going on and thus we had little time for feedback and
evaluation.
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Metodologické pristupy:
Rozhovor, diskusia, samo-
statna praca.

Pre koho bola urcena:
Pre ziakov siedmeho roc¢ni-
ka gymnazia.

Skusenost z realizacie aktivity:

Nasa skusenost je velmi dobrd, Ziaci sa dozvedeli z rozpravania vela
novych informadcii, mali moznost zhovarat sa s clovekom, ktory to vsetko
prezil a videl a bol ochotny podelit sa s mladymi [udmi so svojimi Zivotnymi
osudmi ako aj osudmi svojej rodiny a znamych. Zaroven sa dotkol aj spo-
lo¢enskych, politickych a kultirnych pomerov v obdobi pred a pocas vojny.
Urcitym negativom bol termin, stretnutie sa uskutocnilo v zavere $kolského
roka, ked sa uz prakticky neucilo a bolo mélo ¢asu na spatnu vazbu, ktorej
by bolo treba venovat viac ¢asu, ako som mala v danom case.
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Name of Educatior:
PhDr. Alica Virdzekova

School:

Grammar High School,
Varsavska cesta 1, 010 08
Zilina

Courses taught by educa-
tor and courses related to
the project: history (also
teaches Slovak)

ﬁ
ﬁ

Project’s content/summary:
The first aim of the activity
IS to visit an authentic site
connected to the Holo-
caust. Its second aim is to
conduct a group discus-
sion for students follow-
ing the visit (takes place

at school), which focuses
on the participants’ feel-
ings and impressions from
the visit as well as on the
knowledge and informa-
tion that students have
acquired during the visit of
an authentic site.

4

Pedagogic and didactic
aims:

becoming acquainted with
the issue of the Holocaust,
its inhumanity, taking les-
sons from the past, see
with ones own eyes a place
where over a million peo-
ple have tragically died. By
acquainting students with
and having them “experi-
ence” this site the educator
leads them to humanism
and tolerance, denouncing
expressions of hatred, xen-
ophobia, discrimination,
racism, and makes them
adhere to human rights.

ﬁ
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VISIT TO AN AUTHENTIC SITE CONNECTED
TO THE HOLOCAUST (AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU)

Discussion with participants following the visit

Description of project preparations, realization, and evaluation:

Prior to visiting the authentic site, students have been informed about the
site’s history as well as about the way one should behave when visiting such a site.

In the 1st phase of the project, together with their teachers, students visit
all exhibitions presented at the authentic site. Apart from obtaining a histori-
cal commentary of the exhibition, students also had the chance to learn new
information about life in a concentration camp and the inhumane conditions,
under which prisoners - numbers — were forced to live. We regularly visit the
exhibition dedicated to Slovak and Czech World War Two history, which is
very important for understanding the politics of the Slovak state as well as the
tragedy of Slovak Jews. The great relevance of these expositions is highlighted
by authentic testimonies of survivors. Following the tour of Auschwitz the
bus takes us to another part of the complex - the former concentration camp
Auschwitz II.- Birkenau. Here, students have the possibility to see authentic
barracks, which were inhabited by prisoners and they can try to put them-
selves into the prisoners’ situation. If there is enough time, we walk along the
barracks and ruins of the crematoria to the Holocaust memorial. Either here
or at the Wall of Victims we light a candle and lay down a few stones. The visit
ends after approximately 4-5 hours spent at the authentic site.

2" phase of the project — discussion at school:
Students are given questions, which they are supposed to discuss. At first,
each student answers each question individually:
Why did you want to take part in the visit to a former concentration camp?
What were you expecting of this visit?
Have all your expectations been fulfilled?
What kind of impressions did you have from the visit of
a, Auschwitz (museum)?
b, Birkenau?
What was your strongest impression, experience?
Do you think it is necessary to commemorate and remind ourselves of
such events? Explain.
What left the strongest impression on you:
A, panels - photographs, documents...
B, authentic objects, former prisoners’ belongings
C, survivors’ testimonies.
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Meno ucitelky:
PhDr. Alica Virdzekova

Skola:
Gymnazium, VarSavska
cesta 1, 010 08 Zilina

NAVSTEVA PAMATNEHO MIESTA BYVALEHO KON- dmety, ktoré uéf redl-
CENTRACNEHO TABORA AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU ne a ku ktbrym sa aktivita

Beseda po navrate ucastnikov viaze. - -
Dejepis (ucf aj slovencinu).

Popis pripravy, realizacie a vyhodnotenia aktivity:
Uz pred exkurziou boli Ziaci informovani o autentickom mieste, ktoré
navstivia, ako aj o spravani na takychto miestach.

Prvu cast aktivity tvorila prehliadka jednotlivych expozicii muzea so Nrr——
sprievodcom. Prostrednictvom odborného vykladu k jednotlivym miestnos- é

tiam a predmetom, ktoré sa tu nachadzaju, ziskaju Ziaci informacie o Zivote

v koncentracnom tabore a o neludskych podmienkach, v ktorych vazni-cisla Obsahové naplii aktivity:
7ili. Pravidelne navstevujeme aj expoziciu venovant Slovakom a Cechom, Aktivita je zamerand na
ktora je dolezita pre poznanie politiky Slovenskej republiky, tragédie slo- navstevu pamatného mies-

ta, spojeného s holokaus-
tom. V druhej Casti, ktora
sa uz realizuje v Skole, je

venskych zidov. Velkym prinosom tejto expozicie su autentické spomienky
prezivsich. Po prehliadke Auschwitzu sa autobusom presunieme do druhej

Casti, do priestorov byvalého koncentra¢ného tabora Auschwitz II. - Birke- to beseda s Gcastnikmi,
nau. Ziaci maji moznost pozriet si autentické baraky, v ktorych Zili vizni zamerana na pocity, doj-
a vcitit sa do ich postavenia a situacie. Ked mame dost ¢asu prejdeme popri my, ktoré maju po navste-

jednotlivych barakoch, zvyskov krematorii k pamétniku obeti holokaustu. yeipametneno csiaalc
aj na poznatky a informa-

Tu alelV)o pri mure obeti zavp’ah,rnve sviecku c1.pol,021m€f kamienky. Po pribliz- cie, ktoré ziskali pocas
ne 4 az 5 hodinach sa kon¢i ndvsteva autentického miesta. exkurzie.

Druht ¢&ast tvori beseda v $kole. Ziaci dostant otdzky, o ktorych potom } *
diskutuju.

Najskor st to otazky, ku ktorym sa vyjadruju vetci Ziaci individualne:

Preco ste sa chceli zacastnit exkurzie do byvalého koncetnra¢ného tabora?

Co ste o¢akavali od tejto exkurzie?

Pedagogické a didaktické
ciele:
Oboznamenie sa s proble-

Splnili sa vase predstavy, o¢akavania? matikou holokaustu, jeho

Aké dojmy vo vas zanechala prehliadka: neludskostou, poucitsa
a) Auschwitzu (muzea)? z minulosti, na vlastné oCi
b) Birkenau? vidiet miesto tragédie vyse

miliéna fudi. Spoznanim

Aky bol vas najsilnejsi dojem, zazitok? a zazitim” tohto miesta

Mpyslite si, Ze je potrebné aj dnes si pripominat tieto udalosti? Zdovodnite viest Ziakov k humanizmu
SVOj nazor. a tolerancii k inym, k od-
Co na vas najviac zaposobilo (svoju odpoved zdévodnite): sudeniu prejavov nezna-

Sanlivosti, xenofébie,
a) panely-fotky, dokumenty... diskriminécie, rasizmu

b) autentické predmety, veci byvalych vaziov a k dodrziavaniu ludskych
c) vypovede ocitych svedkov. prav.
Dozvedeli ste sa nové informacie? Coho sa dotykali?
Zopakovali by ste si exkurziu aj v buducnosti?
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Methodology:

lecture by an excursion
guide, controlled discus-
sion, presentation, analy-
sis, synthesis.

b k

Forms:
excursion, group work,
individual work.

b X

Project results and outputs:
personal experience of
visiting an authentic site,
newly-acquired knowledge,
wall-board of photographs
from Auschwitz, article on
the school’s history course
website.

S Y

Target group:
students of sixth and sev-
enth grade of high school.

Number and age of stu-
dents participating on the
project:

44 students between the
age of 15-17.
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Explain.

Did you acquire new information? If yes, what about?

Would you repeat such an excursion in the future?

In case we are working with a bigger group of students and not all of them
want to express their feelings in front of others, they also have the possibility to
write down what they feel (all students will receive all questions on a piece of
paper). Also the educator can comment on the questions and express her/his
impressions and feelings.

After having expressed their feelings, the students are divided into 6
groups (this year we had 21 students participate and only 5 did not take part).
Five groups were composed of students who have taken part in the visit and
the sixth was composed of those who, for various reasons, could not join the
excursion.

group: Describe the daily routine of a prisoner.

group: Describe the food and accommodation provided for prisoners.
group: Describe the hygiene circumstances of prisoners.

group: How were prisoners treated?

group: Prisoners’ arrival to the camp, selection.

group: Explain your opinions on racism, anti-Semitism, racial hierarchies.

A

Based on their newly-obtained knowledge and information from the
visit, students within each group work-out answers to these questions and
a representative of each group will present each groups’ standpoints. Other
students as well as the teacher have the chance to add to these answers. Af-
ter all groups have presented, the educator as well as students evaluate the
conclusions of each group (the presentations can be evaluated also in the
form of a grade). Before the exercise is finished, students are tasked with
creating a wall-board where they place photographs they have taken dur-
ing the visit and with writing a review of the visit on the school’s website.
This activity is voluntary. Nevertheless, in case no one would show interest
in fulfilling these tasks I would address specific students who, based on my
personal judgment, have the ability to carry out these tasks. They will be
given an A if they do extra work and execute the task well.

In the end of the exercise, the educator summarized the visit as well as
the discussion and will emphasize the fact that we need to learn from his-
tory and never allow these atrocities to repeat.

Lessons learned from executing the project:

My experience with organizing excursions has been very positive. As
I have mentioned before, I organize them regularly for 2" and 3 year stu-
dents of our high school. Students realize that it is no fun trip, but a very
important excursion aiming to enhance their knowledge, form their opin-
ions, attitudes and ethical principles. What they see and hear during the
visit compels them to contemplate about the causes of this great tragedy.
In respect to this issue the proverb “better is to see once than hear ten
times” is truly applicable.



- Exkurzia Auschwitz

V pripade, Ze je vacsia skupina ziakov a nie vSetci sa chcu vyjadrit a od-
halit svoje pocity pred ostatnymi, maji moznost sa vyjadrit pisomne (vytla-
¢ené otazky dostanu vsetci Ziaci). Aj vyucujuca sa moze vyjadrit k otazkam
a podelit sa so svojimi dojmami a pocitmi.

Po vyjadreni pocitov a nazorov su Ziaci rozdeleni do $iestich skupin.
(Tento rok som to realizovala v triede, z ktorej sa zucastnilo 21 ziakov - iba
piati neboli.) Pét skupin tvorili Ziaci, ktori sa zucastnili exkurzie, 6. skupinu
ziaci, ktori z roznych dévodov na nej neboli.

skupina: Ako vyzeral denny rezim vézna? Priblizte ho.

skupina: Aka bola strava a ubytovanie vaznov.

skupina: Aké boli hygienické podmienky vaziiov?

skupina: Aké bolo zaobchadzanie s viznami?

skupina: Prichod véznov do tabora, selekcie.

skupina: Vysvetlite svoj nazor na rasizmus, antisemitizmus,
vysSie-niZsie rasy.

S e

Studenti kazdej skupiny na zéklade poznatkov a informacii z exkurzie
spolo¢ne vypracovali odpovede na otazky, ktoré potom zastupca kazdej
skupiny odprezentoval. Ostatni $tudenti a vyucujica mohli doplnit odpove-
de. Po ukonceni prezentacii vyucujuca, ale aj samotni Ziaci, zhodnotili pracu
skupin. (Je moznost toto hodnotenie vyjadrit znamkou.) Este pred zaverom
treba dat Studentom urobit nastenku z fotografii, ktoré nafotili pocas exkur-
zie, a napisat zhodnotenie akcie na web. Robim to na baze dobrovolnosti,
ak by nebol zdujem a nikto sa na to nechcel podujat, oslovim konkrétnych
ziakov, o ktorych viem, Ze to zvladnu. Za pracu naviac a dobré vypracovanie
ulohy dostanu jednotku.

Na zaver vyucujuca zhrnie exkurziu ako aj besedu o tejto navsteve,
s dérazom na to, Ze z dejin sa treba poucit, aby sa uz nikdy viac tieto hrozy
neopakovali.

Metodologické pristupy:
\Wklad lektora, riadeny
rozhovor, diskusia, prezen-
tacia, analyza, syntéza.
Formy - exkurzia, skupi-
nova praca, samostatna
praca.

Vysledky/vystupy aktivity:
Osobny zazitok z navstevy
pamatného miesta, zfska-
nie novych poznatkov, na-
stenka fotografii z exkurzie,
¢lanok na webovu stranku
predmetu dejepis

<

Pre koho bola urcena:
Studenti Siesteho a siedme-
ho ro¢nika gymnazia.

Pocet a vek Studentov
realizujucich aktivitu:

44 7iakov vo veku 15 - 17
rokov

ﬁ
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Responses to the project:
The response was very
positive. | have organized
this activity at our school
already for the 10" time
and every year students
express interest in it.
Numerous students even
take part in the excursion
twice in order to better
understand the issue of
the Holocaust. Apart from
one, all students who have
taken part in the excursion
this year would like to at-
tend it next year as well.
During the visit we realized
that we were under time
pressure. We did not have
enough time to thoroughly
explore the Auschwitz |.
complex and the site was
crowded with groups of
visitors. Thus our group
was not able to spend the
necessary amount of time
on one place. Itis difficult,
however, to avoid this situ-
ation since the amount of
visitors remains this high
all-year-round.
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One of the shortcomings of the visit is the fact that students have to process
an immense amount of information and emotions in a very short time. Not all
students, and especially the younger ones, taking part in the visit are well ac-
quainted with the topic. Students themselves consider the relatively fast pace of
the excursion, which is caused by the large number of visitors to Auschwitz, as
a shortcoming. They have complained about not having enough space and time
for thoroughly acquainting themselves with the exhibits. The fact, that the group
is composed of 44 students (the group needs to be large enough to fill the bus —
which is approximately 40 seats) is another shortcoming due to the fact that
a large group needs more time for moving around and for visiting the exhibi-
tions and the variety of the group members’ interest in different parts of the
exhibit is much greater.

The second part of the activity carried out at our school is also very interest-
ing. Some of the exercises can be assigned to students prior to the visit (exercises
1,2, 3, and 6) and other both prior and after the visit, which gives us the possi-
bility to observe the way the students’ opinions have changed. Also, it is possible
to assign topics for group exercises prior to the excursion in order for them to
better prepare and observe specific topics, which they will be later analyzing and
presenting on.

Nevertheless, I have not told the students beforehand what their topic of
focus was going to be because I was curious to see how much they managed
to observe and remember from the visit. I was plaesently surprised because
the results of students’ exercises as well as their presentations were of very high
quality.

I would want to draw attention of my colleagues to one problem - time
pressure. It is important to divide time very effectively in order for students to
manage to communicate their individual opinions and attitudes and in order for
them to have enough time to make group presentations and evaluate the visit.

If at all possible, I would advise to organize these activities outside of regular
classes or, in case possible, during two consecutive lessons.

Students’ immediate impressions from the visit of Auschwitz are very in-
teresting. I collected very interesting answers to the following question: What
impression has the visit of a concentration camp had on you - “We could not
imagine being among them’”, “compassion, grief, disgust by the conditions prisoners
had lived in”, “Feeling depressed”.

Also answers to the following question: What part of the visit has left the
most impact on you - “I was mostly touched by testimonies of eye-witnesses,

I learned a lot from them about living conditions in the camp”, “The room filled
with hair. When seeing all that hair I realized that real people have lived here and

» <«

survived this place”, “visiting the crematoria and the ironically peaceful autumn,
which created a contrast to what has taken place here”, “When we visited the gas
chamber and the block of death.”

I also asked the students whether they think it is important to remind
ourselves of these events and commemorate them. Some of their answers were:
“Definitely yes, everyone should know what a man is capable of doing to another

human being”, “Yes, in order for it to never happen again”, “People should go and
see this in order to prevent something similar from happening in the future”.



Skusenost z realizacie aktivity:

Mam velmi dobru skusenost z realizacie exkurzie. Ako som uz uviedla,
robim ju pravidelne pre §tudentov sexty a septimy. Studenti vedia, Ze nejde
o ziadnu zabavnu exkurziu, ale velmi dolezita z hladiska poznatkov, formo-
vania ich postojov, nazorov a etickych zasad. To, ¢o vidia a pocuju pocas ex-
kurzie ich nuti zamysliet sa nad pricinami, ktoré viedli k tejto tragédii. Prave
v tomto pripade plati, ze lepsie je raz vidiet, ako desatkrat pocut.

Urcitym nedostatkom je velké mnozstvo informacii, dojmov a kratka
doba na ich spracovanie. Nie vSetci t¢astnici sa v tejto problematike dosta-
tocne orientuju, najma nizsie rocniky. Negativom, ktoré pocituji samotni
ziaci, je pomerne rychle tempo prehliadky, pretoze navstevnost pamétného
miesta je vysoka a nie je dostatok priestoru a ¢asu na dokladné zozndmenie
sa s expoziciou, hoci ziaci maju zaujem. Tiez 44 ziakov (vzdy ide skupina,
ktora zaplni jeden autobus - t. j. okolo 40 ucastnikov) je ur¢itym negativom,
pretoze vela ludi potrebuje dlhsi ¢as na presuny a prehliadku a maju tiez
rozny zaujem o jednotlivé casti expozicie.

Velmi zaujimavd je aj druhd cast aktivity, realizovana uz v skole. Cast
uloh je mozné zadat Ziakom uz pred navstevou (ulohy 1, 2, 3, 6), alebo aj
pred navstevou pamitného miesta a po navsteve a porovnat, ako sa zme-
nili nazory ziakov. Tiez tlohy, ktoré riesia jednotlivé skupiny je mozné dat
Studentom uz pred exkurziou, aby si mohli lepsie v§imat konkrétnu oblast,
ktora budd riesit a prezentovat.

Neurobila som to zamerne, bola som zvedava, kolko si toho Ziaci zapa-
mitali a v§imli. Bola som milo prekvapena, pretoze odpovede na otazky ako
aj ich prezentacia skupin boli velmi dobreé.

Chcela by som upozornit kolegov na jeden problém, a to je cas. Treba
si dobre rozdelit ¢as, aby Ziaci stihli odkomunikovat svoje nazory a postoje,
ktoré ich reprezentuju ako jednotlivcov, aby bol dostatok ¢asu na prezentaciu
prace skupin a na celkové zhodnotenie podujatia. Ak to je mozné, odporuci-
la by som urobit aktivitu mimo vyucovania, alebo ak mame k dispozicii dve
vyucovacie hodiny, najlepsie za sebou.

Prave v tejto Casti su velmi zaujimavé bezprostredné dojmy Ziakov z ex-
kurzie. Napriklad odpovede na otazku: ,, Aké dojmy vo vds zanechala exkur-
zia?“ - ,Nepredstavitelné bolo pre nds to, Zeby sme boli medzi nimi.,,Sucit,
smiitok, znechutenie z toho, v akych podmienkach vizni Zili.“ , Depresivne
pocity.©

Niektoré odpovede na otazku: ,, Aky bol vas najsilnejsi dojem, zazZitok?“ -
»Najviac na mna zaposobili vypovede ocitych svedkov, z nich som sa najviac
dozvedela o podmienkach v tabore. ,, Miestnost plnd vlasov. Ked som videla
tie vlasy, uvedomila som si, Ze tam boli a preZili to skutocni ludia.” ,, Navsteva
krematéria a ironicky pokojnd jeseri v kontraste s tym, ¢o sa tam stalo.“,, Ked
sme navstivili plynovii komoru a blok smrti.“

Polozila som ziakom aj otazku, ¢i si myslia, Ze je potrebné aj dnes si pri-
pominat tieto udalosti. Niektoré odpovede: ,,Urcite dno, kazdy by mal vediet
o tom, ¢o dokdze urobit clovek cloveku.“,, Ano, aby sa to uz nikdy nezopako-
valo.“ ,Mali by si to ludia pozriet, aby zabrdnili tomu, aby sa takéto nieco
opakovalo.“

ﬁ

Ohlasy na aktivitu:

Ohlasy boli velmi dobré.
Tuto aktivitu realizujem

v Skole desiaty rok a vzdy
je o nu zaujem. Viaceri
studenti sa exkurzie zdcast-
nuju dvakrat, aby sa lepSie
mohli zoznamit s prob-
lematikou holokaustu. Aj
tohtoro¢ni Studenti, okrem
jedného, uviedli, ze by si
zopakovali exkurziu a

v buducnosti.

Urcitym problémom je ne-
dostatok ¢asu na dokladnu
prehliadku najma Auschwi-
tzu I., pre velké mnozstvo
skupin navstevnikov

v jednotlivych miestnos-
tiach muzea, pri expona-
toch a paneloch. Preto nie
je mozné, aby sa skupina
studentov zdrzala dlhSie na
jednom mieste. Tento jav
nezavisi od terminu,

v ktorom sa exkurzia orga-
nizuje - ¢i na jesen i na
jar, je to rovnaké.

E
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